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Nether Heyford is a place of special character
and historic interest.
This appraisal and management plan sets out
the features that contribute to its
distinctiveness and identifies
opportunities for its protection and
enhancement.

Nether
Heyford
CONSERVATION AREA

Heading

APPRAISAL

Adopted March 2012
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Summary of special interest
Nether Heyford developed over
several key phases of growth. The
scattered farmsteads and cottages of
the late seventeenth and early
eighteenth century and the infill
development of the nineteenth
century largely formed the historic
core of the settlement we see today.
The village green is a key feature
and focal point in the village with
traditional cottages and modern
houses enclosing the space.
In
contrast to the spacious open green
the building and walls along Church
Street create an intimate, compact
feeling.
Most buildings reflect the local
vernacular being constructed in local
stone and to a modest scale. A
number of the more significant
buildings were designed to reflect the
architectural style of the period —
Classical and Victorian Gothic.
The green spaces in and around the
village significantly contribute to its
character.

Key characteristics
conservation area include:

•

•

of

the

The contrasting character of
the large open village green
and the intimacy of Church
Street.
The variation in the position of
buildings along the streetscene
with houses built both set
against the road and set back
from the road either facing or
gable end onto the road.

•

The two main phases of
development are reflected in
the materials and architectural
style of the buildings.

•

The predominate architectural
style is vernacular farmhouses
and cottages. Later buildings
include Victorian and Victorian
Gothic buildings.

•

Buildings are generally 2 with a
few 3 storeys.
There is a
variation in height creating a
varied but harmonious
streetscape.

•

Coursed ironstone and
limestone are the predominate
building materials, with some
building using banding courses.
Red brick, sometimes painted

or rendered, dominate later
buildings.
Roofs
varyconcrete
from
thatch, slate,
clay and
tiles.

•

Outbuildings and walls are
common and contribute to the
character.

•

The large tree lined open
village green lies at the heart of
the village both physically and
functionally.
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Summary of
opportunities

issues

and

Change is inevitable in most
conservation areas and it is not the
intention of the designation to
prevent the continued evolution of
places.
The challenge within
conservation areas is to manage
change in a way that maintains,
reinforces and enhances the special
qualities of the area.
The protection and enhancement of
the special character of the
conservation area owes much to
positive management. In addition to
the existing national statutory
legislation and local planning controls
the following opportunities for
enhancement have been identified:

•

Establish a list of locally
significant buildings and
policies for their protection.

•

Encourage the protection of
surviving historic detail and the
reinstatement of appropriately
detailed fittings in buildings
considered to be of significance
to the character and
appearance of the conservation
area. The use of Article 4
Directions which remove the
permitted development rights of
dwelling houses will help to
achieve this.

•

Encourage the appropriate
repair and maintenance of all
buildings and structures within
the area to ensure the quality
of the environment is
maintained or enhanced.

•

Ensure that all new
development is sustainable,
high quality, well designed and
responds to its context in terms
of urban design and its
architectural design.

•

Promote the sympathetic
management of public spaces
and streetscape within the
conservation area.
Close
working with the statutory
undertakers on new works,
signage and services may limit
some of the harmful affect on
the public space.
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Figure 3: Nether Heyford Conservation Area.

Copyright Bluesky World International Ltd. (May 2009)
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1.1

What is a conservation area?

Conservation Areas were introduced
under the Civic Amenities Act of
1967. The Act required local planning
authorities to identify areas, as
opposed to individual buildings, of
special architectural or historic
interest and to designate them as
conservation areas.
Since 1967 some 9,100 conservation
areas have been designated in
England, including 53 in the South
Northamptonshire District.
Nether
Heyford Conservation Area was
originally designated in January
1992.
1.2

Planning Policy context

The Planning (Listed Buildings and
Conservation Areas) Act 1990
provides the legislative framework
for the protection of the nation’s
heritage of buildings and places of
architectural and historic interest.
Section 69 of the 1990 Act defines a
conservation area as “an area of
architectural or historic interest the
character and appearance of which it
is desirable to preserve or enhance”.
The 1990 Act also places a duty on
Local Planning Authorities to
consider “from time to time” whether
new areas should be designated or

whether boundaries should be
revised. It is now considered
appropriate to review the Nether
Heyford Conservation Area in order
to further define its key
characteristics.
This document is an appraisal of the
Nether Heyford Conservation Area
and is based on a standard recording
format derived from advice contained
in English Heritage's 2006 guidance
‘Conservation Area Appraisals’.
By reviewing the conservation area
and revising the appraisal for Nether
Heyford the special character and
appearance of the area can continue
to be identified and protected. The
conservation area appraisal and
management plan provide the basis
for making informed, sustainable
decisions in the positive
manage ment, protection and
enhancement of the conservation
area.

This draft appraisal is the subject of
public consultation and thereafter will
be put forward for adoption by the
Council to become a material
consideration in the determination of
planning applications within the
conservation area and its setting.
The appraisal is not intended to be
comprehensive and omission of any
particular building, feature or space
should not be taken to imply that it is
not of interest.
This appraisal should be read in
conjunction with the wider national,
regional and local planning policy
and guidance including Planning
Policy Guidance Statement 5:
Planning for the Historic Environment
under which a conservation area is
considered to be a heritage asset
which should be sustained and
enhanced.
Other relevant documents include:

• Planning (Listed Buildings and
The appraisal seeks to provide a
clear understanding of the special
interest of Nether Heyford by
assessing how the historical
development of the town has
influenced the current form,
analysing its present day character
and identifying opportunities for
enhancements.

Conservation Areas) Act 1990
• Planning Policy Statement 5:
Planning and the Historic
Environment
• The East Midlands Regional Plan,
policies 2, 26, 27.
• The South Northamptonshire
Local Plan, saved policies EV9,
EV10, EV11, EV16, EV36.

• South

Northamptonshire
Supplementary Planning
Guidance “Conservation Areas”

1.3 What does conservation area
status mean?
Conservation Area status provides
the opportunity to promote the
protection and enhancement of the
special character of the area.
Designation confers a general control
over development that could damage
the area's character. The details are
complex but can be summarised as:
•
Most demolition requires
permission and will be resisted
if the building makes a positive
contribution to the area.
•
Some minor works are no
longer “permitted development”
and will require planning
permission. Examples include
external cladding and satellite
antennas.
•
Most works to trees have to be
notified to the Local Planning
Authority for its consideration.
•
Generally higher standards of
design apply for new buildings
and alterations to existing
ones.
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Figure 4: Nether Heyford is located
to the west of Northampton and
south east of Daventry.

© Crown copyright. All rights reserved.
South Northamptonshire Council. 100022487 2011.
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2.1

Location

The village of Nether Heyford is
located 6 miles south west of
Northampton just to the south of the
busy A45 trunk road and less than a
mile from the A5 Watling Street.
Located to the north of the district of
South Northamptonshire the River
Nene where Flore and Upper
Heyford parish form the northern
boundary of the parish with Weedon
to the west, Bugbrooke to the south
and east and Stone IX Churches to
the west. The Grand Union Canal
(previously known as the Grand
Junction Canal) and West Coast
Mainline (formerly the London &
North West Railway) pass through
the parish to the west of the village.
The village had a population of 1,507
in 2001 and is now estimated to be
1,552 (2010).
2.2 Topography and Geology
The parish lies on relatively flat land
within the floodplain of the River
Nene.
The Northamptonshire Environmental
Character and Green Infrastructure
Strategies were published by the
River Nene Regional Park CIC in
2006.
These strategies included
environmental, landscape and
biodiversity character assessments

for the county and identifies the
various Environmental Character
Areas which make up the county’s
landscape.
This study shows Nether Heyford to
be within the Environmental
Character Area of the Upper Nene
Catchment and Watford Gap Area
located within the Current Landscape
Character Area of the Undulating hills
and Valleys — Bugbrooke and
Daventry.
This valley lies within a larger area of
undulating hills and valleys, views in
the area are often long and
panoramic. The River Nene lies in a
broad river valley disproportionate to
the size of the current river. The
presence of glaciofluvial deposits in
the area suggest that area was
affected by major glacial melt waters
and the topography softened by
erosion over the millennia.
The
valley is also bordered by relatively
broad bands of alluvium and limited
areas of Boulder Clay which
effectively masks the underlying
siltstones and bands of ironstone rich
Marlstone.
The land is characterised by its
lowlying farmland typically arable
because of its well drained
underlying sands and gravels.
Hedgerows are not generally
associated with water courses and

the large scale removal in the late
C20 means it’s an open landscape.
The valley is sparsely settled with
sporadic farms and houses sited on
slopes away from the floodplain.
Down stream of Flore more
significant settlements and
development are evident including
Nether Heyford.
The availability of local ironstone and
clays are reflected in the construction
material of many of the properties in
Nether Heyford and contribute to its
character. The presence of these Figure 5: Environmental Character Area:
Upper Nene Catchment and Watford Gap
raw materials has also contributed to (Source: River Nene Regional Park)
the development of the village in
other ways including the
establishment of some key local
industries, particularly brick and iron
ore production still remembered in
the current street names — Furnace
Lane.

Figure 6: Current Landscape Character
Area: Undulating Hills and Valleys - Bugbrooke and Daventry (Source 7River Nene
Regional Park)
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3.1

History

The parish of Nether Heyford,
previously known as Haiford or
Heiforde is thought to originate from
the early Saxon for hedged enclosure
by a ford. In old English it could be a
place to take a cart over. The parish
is thought to have consisted of
Nether, Lower, Great (Church),
Upper and Over (Little) Heyford.
Upper Heyford is now a separate
parish; the other hamlets are either
lost or now form part of the modern
village of Nether Heyford.
The Domesday book records Heiford
as having 11 villagers, 3 smallholders
and 4 slaves. The population rose to
264 in 1801, 700 in 1851. The 2001
Census showed the population to be
1,507.

Road known as the Bakers Arms,
now a hairdressers.
Brickworks were also a part of the
village’s industrial past.
Kilns were
located to the south of the village
along Furnace Lane, brick production
continued into the C20. Furnaces
ceased producing iron ore in 1879.
Prehistory and Roman
There have been a few dated finds
within the parish from early times.
The earliest evidence settlement is
from the Roman period from which
two villas are known to exist within
the parish.
in Hoarestone
Meadow and One
the other at Whitehills
both to the west of the village nearer
to roman Watling Street.
Medieval

The Parish of Nether Heyford has
long been associated with milling and
baking, with a number of mills
identified in the Domesday Book. A
bakehouse was established C19
along Furnace Lane which is still
there today with a stable door where
Sunday roasts were delivered before
church and collected later.
The
building is now listed and still
contains
some
early
baking
equipment. The baking association
extended to a public house on the
corner of Furnace Lane and Weedon

In the Domesday Book, the village is
referred to as “Heiforde”, meaning
enclosure by the ford, or the ford
over which hay had to be carried.
The Manor was held by William of
Bayeux. The church, constructed in
the early C13 was dedicated St Peter
and St Paul. The church had its first
rector, Ralph, in 1216.
The early manor is thought to have
been located in Upper Heyford where
its remains can still be seen.

16th and 17th Century
In the 16th century the Manor passed
to Judge Francis Morgan who is
thought to have sentenced Lady
Jane Grey to death and to whom
there is a splendid monument on the
south wall of the Church.
In 1674 William Bliss, originally from
the parish, a wine cooper of
Southwark, died.
In his will he
bequeathed in trust a sum of £400
towards a house in Lower Heyford to
be converted to a school house and
provide teaching and instruction to
children living in the parishes of
Lower and Upper Heyford and all
children with the surname Bliss within
a 5 mile radius. This trust is still
running and was responsible for the
construction of the current Bliss
Charity School of the green in 1880.
18th and 19th Century
The current Manor House is thought
to have been constructed in 1740 by
William the 3rd Marquis of Powys
using stone from the earlier house.
Enclosure took place in Nether
Heyford in 1750.
Nether Heyford was a centre of
industry in the 19th century. The
combination of nearby canal, railway,
local ironstone and clays led to the

development of brickworks and an
iron foundry, which was fed via a 2
mile long tramway. Not surprisingly,
the local foundry was located on
Furnace Lane, and could once boast
of four pubs along it.
The Baptist Chapel on the Green was
constructed in 1826, whilst the
Methodist Chapel was constructed in
1879 along Church Street.
20th Century
Given its proximity to the River Nene
Nether Heyford has frequently
flooded. In 1919 the canal to the
west of the village burst its banks
flooding the village with thousands of
litres of water. Later in the 1980’s
Hoarestone Brook running through
the village was culverted along the
Manor Walk.
In the 1960s the village began to
expand rapidly with the coming of the
nearby M1 motorway, so that modern
residential estates and infill housing,
all with a variety of facing brickwork
and concrete tile roofing, now
surround its historic core. There are
a number of footpath links between
the edges of these modern
developments and the older parts of
the settlement, which form an
important element in the village
8
fabric.
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Figure 7: Nether Heyford 1891 © Crown copyright, database rights and Landmark Information Group Ltd. All rights reserved 2011.
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3.2

Archaeology

The archaeological record for the
parish of Nether Heyford is not very
comprehensive.
The Sites and
Monuments Record records all
archaeological finds and studies
within the county, these records
show parts of Heyford parish have
been occupied since the Roman.
Further opportunities to increase our
understanding of Nether Heyford’s
past should be taken when sites
come forward for development
In 1699 in a meadow 1/2 mile east of
Watling Street a beautiful a
tessellated pavement was discovered
in Horestone Meadow. where part of
a fine floor mosaic, plaster wall
fragments and various pottery were
found. In 1821 the building was
estimated to be around 100 feet long
A further roman villa and bath house
complex was discovered west of the
village nr Whitehills.
As well as the sites, buildings and
finds identified on the Sites and
Monument Record there are a
number of sites where recent
archaeological investigation has
revealed for extensive and important
roman sites than originally thought.

Proposed Conservation Area

Figure 8: Nether Heyford Archaeological Assets. The areas delineated with green
triangles indicate concentrations of finds suggesting a significant asset.

Archaeological Asset
Scheduled Ancient Monument

© Crown copyright. All rights reserved. South Northamptonshire Council. 10002248710
2011.
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4.1

Settlement form

Nether Heyford is a compact village
centred around the village green. The
main roads into the village, Weedon
Road, Furnace Lane, Bugbrooke
Road and Watery Lane all meet
around The Green which is the focus
of village activity. The older parts of
the village are located around the
green and the area to the north
towards the church. These areas are
distinct in character
with the
compact development along Church
Street between the Church of St
Peter and St Paul and The Green;
and the space and openness of the
large village green thought to be one
of the largest in England. In addition
the area between Middle Street and

Arial view of Nether Heyford‘s historic
core illustrating the compact street pattern and open green space

Watery Lane was developed around
a number of farmsteads. Modern
development has filled in open
spaces and surrounded the old
village.
4.2

Street pattern

The principal streets radiate out from
The Green, with some access around
The Green. Church Street, Manor
Walk and Middle Street follow a north
south alignment to the north of The
Green towards the river. There are a
number of east west footpaths linking
the roads as well and a principal path
around the western edge of the
historic core.

4.3

Grain, scale and massing

The village is finely grained within the
older parts of village. Church Street
is a narrow road which meanders
between The Green and the church.
Buildings are both set on and set
back from the road and are set
fronting and gable end onto the road.
Where buildings are set back walls
provide the intimacy and enclosure to
the already narrow road. The area
where the road changes alignment
appears the most finely grained
where all the houses form onto the
road. The sense of enclosure is
reinforced as there is no footpath in
the area. Around The Green the
buildings are set more loosely around
the edge of the space. Many of the
properties also have outbuildings
which create a more dense grain to
the development.

Historic map showing north south align- The buildings around the War Memorial
ment of roads and the large open space show the variation in scale and position of
of The Green to the south.
building .

The buildings are predominately two
storey with the occasional three
storey building; the Church being the
tallest building in the village. The
buildings are domestic in scale, the
depths of the buildings are relatively
narrow varying from 5m to 8m.
Although predominately two storey
the buildings vary in eaves and ridge
height and this variation is an
important part of the village
character.
The domestic scale of the buildings is
also reflected in the massing of the
building.
Only the significant
buildings such as the church, Manor
House and Rectory have a larger
mass although these are all set
within their own grounds at the edge
of the conservation area, these
buildings are important to the
development of the village but do not

The tree lined green in Nether Heyford,
11important
the most distinctive space and
landmark
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reflect the general character of the
area.
4.4

Landmarks

The C13 Church of St Peter and St
Paul is the most important building in
the village.
on raised
Located
ground to the south
of the village, the
church occupies a key position in the
village however it does not provide
the focal point many other churches
provide.
The trees around the
church and the limited views towards
the church means it is largely hidden
from view.
Other buildings such as the early
C18 Manor House built in the
classical style and late C19* Victorian
Gothic Rectory are also important
buildings in their own right but ones
which do not contribute to the

character of the area, however they
are an important part of the village’s
history and development.
The
grounds and tree cover to these
buildings both provide attractive
backdrops to the village and make an
important contribution to the
character and setting of this part of
the village.
Arguably the most distinctive
landmark is not a building but the
village green. This 2.3 hectare (5.7
acres) tree lined open space
dominates the village. Around the
green are a number of buildings most
notably the Bliss Charity School.
This 1879 Victorian Gothic school
building was built to replace an
earlier school.
William Bliss
established a trust fund to the
education of the village children on
his death in 1674.

St Peter’s and St Paul's Church located to Bliss Charity School located on Bugbrooke
the south of the village.
Road facing onto the green

4.5 Views and Vistas
There are open views and vistas
from all points around the green,
these views are glimpsed at through
the tree lined edge of the green.
From within the green the 360o vista
of the trees frame the views and
show glimpses of the buildings
beyond.
The village appears far
greener from within the green than it
actually is. The eastern edge of the
green is the only section without
planting allowing the modern
development beyond to be clearly
seen.
Elsewhere views are limited to those
down roads and footpaths. There
are long views down Furnace Lane to
the major road junction and small
green where the war memorial is
located. Middle Street allows views
straight onto the green whilst Church

Street has more restricted views as
the road twists at right angles.
Manor Walk extends down from the
southern section of Church Lane
towards the Manor House along the
newly culverted section of brook and
is a more open view with verge to
modern properties on the east.
From the roads and the footpaths
glimpsed views of outbuildings and
roofscapes add to the character of
the area.
4.6 Open space, landscape and
means of enclosure
The green is the main feature of the
village. Its 5.7 acres of open space
surrounded by trees was thought to
be the largest green in England. The
green used to be a continuous open
space available for grazing and has

View along Church Street from the junction The small green with specimen tree pro12the buildwith Manor Walk towards the west
vides an attractive setting form
ings around it
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only relatively recently been divided
by a new road to access the Local
Authority housing built in the 1970s
and the introduction of a fenced play
ground in the last decade. The green
is not only the physical focal point to
the village but the heart of the
community with many events being
held on it throughout the year.
Around the outer edges of the green
sections of verge on street corners
contribute to the sense of space and
openness in the village. Just to the
west of the green is a small green
with a single large tree where the
village War Memorial is located. This
green space provides an attractive
approach to the village centre from
Weedon Road and Church Lane.

trees which act to screen the
buildings from most views but
provide a green backdrop to the
northern part of the village.
Elsewhere in the village there are a
number of other significant single
trees which contribute to the
character of the area .
There are no formally landscaped
areas within the village but gardens
do contribute towards the green
appearance of the area particularly
along Church Lane where mature
garden provide glimpses of the
building beyond.

Within the grounds of both the
Church and Rectory are numerous

Within Church Street and along the
footpaths there is a sense of
enclosure where buildings set back
from the road are bound by a wall.
Walls are constructed in both stone
and brick and uniquely to Nether

View down Furnace Lane with the green
on the right

A glimpse of 17 Church Street over the
garden wall

Heyford, cob walling. There are a
number of cob walls around the
village, 3 of which are listed in their
own rights due to their rarity in this
part of the country. Some of the
walls are now being replaced with
close boarded timber fence and
although they provide the physical
enclosure, the character and intimacy
of the space is lost.

13 Heyford
View from footpath to the west of Church Mature garden associated with
House
Street over outbuildings
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5.1

Building age, type and style

With the exception of the church
which has C13 origins most building
within the conservation area dates
back to the C17, C18 and C19
centuries. The earliest buildings tend
to be stone built farmhouses and
cottages built in a simple vernacular
style.
These buildings are well
spaced around he green and along
Church Street, the plots between
them were filled in the late C18 and
C19 century to the form that can be
seen today. With the beginning of
the C19 came the furnaces along
Furnace Lane to fire the bricks and
most buildings constructed during
this century were brick built often
with header designs on the main
elevation.
The only 3 storey
buildings in the village were built in
this period

35 and 37 Church Street, a mid C19
brick terrace with diaper work

Buildings are mainly domestic or
domestic outbuildings although there
are a couple of C19 brick chapels as
well as the church. Modern brick and
stone buildings surround much of the
green. Detached houses along the
upper and lower parts of Church
Street and with modern infill built to
the rear of several farmsteads.
In addition to the vernacular style the
Manor House built in the early C18,
is classically styled, whilst the
Rectory and School are Victorian
Gothic in style.
The Victorian
influence extends to a number of
small terraces both around the green
and down Church Street and the
chapels built around the same time.

Early C18 Manor House built in the classical style in ironstone ashlar

5.2 Materials
The older buildings are
predominately constructed in
coursed ironstone with some coursed
limestone. A number of buildings
have ironstone and limestone
banding. Later buildings are
constructed in local brick in Flemish
Bond, some buildings having diaper
work on the principle elevation.
There are a number of buildings
which have been painted and
rendered as well as some pebble
dashed properties particularly around
the green which do not reflect the
general character of the area.
It is likely given the presence of cob
in the village that some of the
buildings still contain some
upstanding cob walling although
most of it has now been refaced.

17 The Green, an C18 cottage constructed in coursed squared ironstone
and limestone banding

There are a variety of roofing
materials visible in the village from
thatch to slate, clay tile to concrete
tiles.
Walling materials tend to reflect the
buildings the boundary walls are
associated with.
5.3 Roofscape
The roofs are generally traditional
pitched roofs with the ridge running
both parallel and perpendicular to the
road and echoes the position of the
buildings along the road.
Some
roofscapes are reinforced by
associated outbuildings along the
boundaries of plots or within the
curtilage of the main building. Most
of the roofs are unaltered although
there are a number of buildings with
dormer windows, namely those built

Ashtree Cottage, 12 Church Street, a
15
late c17 cottage constructed in coursed
square ironstone with thatch roof

5. Architectural Analysis
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in the Victorian gothic style and the
Manor house; relatively few buildings
have rooflights.

casement, whilst most of the
properties constructed in the C19
have sash windows .

The majority of roofs have central or
end chimney stacks located along
the ridge line, usually constructed in
brick. These stacks are generally
functional in appearance with very
little detailing.

There are a number of properties
with stone mullions and hood
mouldings. There has been some
loss of traditional window styles with
more recent styles such as modern
top hung casements.

5.4 Windows and Doors

The replacement of traditional
windows with uPVC double glazing is
becoming increasingly common
particularly in the village and is not
far off being the main type of
windows.
The loss of traditional
windows has had an adverse affect
on the character of the area.

panel doors and
variation of doors.

many

modern

5.5 Other Important Features

Timber casement windows are the
most common style of windows
within the area and typical of the
vernacular cottages in the area.
These windows are mainly 2 and 3
light flush fitting casements. Some of
the older properties like the Manor
House have sash windows whilst
other properties have had sash
windows inserted to replace earlier

Traditional casement windows with timber
lintels; 3 light casement to ground floor
with 2 light casement on first floor

There are a range of door styles in
the village ranging from plank door,

The variety of walling materials is
important to the character of the
village with stone, brick and cob
walling. Several stone built walls
contain evidence of earlier buildings
within them suggesting they were
part of earlier buildings now lost.
The cob walls are sometimes built on
a stone plinth with overhanging
pantile coping.

hoods on iron brackets, over the
doors.
The decorative use of brick in the
diaper work and use of brick for
quoin and string course detail can be
seen in the village.
Several buildings along the narrow
section of Church Street have also
been constructed with a corner of the
building rounded and the first floor
tapering outwards to accommodate
cart traffic along the narrow road.

Many buildings have traditional
outbuildings associated with them,
some of which make an important
contribution to the streetscene.
The bakery and adjacent building
have unusual canopies, curved metal

Cob walling built of stone plinth with red Curved metal hoods on iron bracket at 22
Furnace Lane, the former bakery
pantile copping

Deliberately constructed rounded edge to
building with building tapering16out at first
floor to accommodate carts movement
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designated as listed buildings
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Figure 12 identifies buildings which
make a positive contribution to the
character of the area. This
contribution may be in one or more of
the following ways:

Figure 10: Significant buildings in the
Nether Heyford Conservation Area
including those listed buildings of
architectural or historic interest.
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To the north the conservation area
includes Heyford Lodge and
grounds, St Peters Church and
Heyford Hall. Heyford Hall is linked
to the main area by Manor Walk but
excludes the modern houses along
the lane. The boundary includes all
the buildings fronting onto Church
Street. The modern houses fronting
The Green are excludes but 8 The
Green, Bliss School and 2 The
Green are included together with the
small green at the junction of
Bugbrooke Road and Water Lane.
Properties fronting Middle Street on
the east side up to and including 12
Middle Street are also included.
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Heyford Lodge

16

It is the quality of the area rather than
the individual buildings which should
be the prime consideration in
identifying conservation areas. It is
also important that the concept is not
devalued by designating areas
lacking any special interest. These
considerations have been recognised
in the adoption of the current Nether
Heyford Conservation Area the
boundaries of which are defined as
follow.

12

UR
CH

Section 69 of the Planning (Listed
Buildings and Conservation Areas)
Act 1990 places a duty on Local
Planning Authorities to designate as
conservation areas any “areas of
special architectural or historic
interest the character and
appearance of which it is desirable to
preserve or enhance”.

Church Street fronting onto the small
green with War Memorial.
All
properties along Church Street are
included down to and including the
Old Village Hall and including the
backland up the Public Right of Way
KS/016.
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Figure 12: Nether Heyford Conservation Area
© Crown copyright. All rights reserved.
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South Northamptonshire
100022487 2011.
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7.

Policy Context

The Planning (Listed Buildings and
Conservation Areas) Act 1990 places
a duty on Local Planning Authorities
to formulate and publish proposals
for the preservation and
enhancement of its conservation
areas.
Conservation Area
management proposals should be
published as part of the process of
area designation and review. Their
aim is to provide guidance through
policy statements to assist in the
preservation and enhancement of the
Conservation Area.
The attractive composition of historic
buildings in the streetscene and
around the green make a positive
contribution to the character and
success of the area. There are
however a number of threats to the
character of the area and issues
which have the potential to detract
from its special character. Through
identifying these areas and putting
policies in place it should be possible
to protect and enhance the special
character of the area.

the village also means cars parked
on the roads often dominate the
roads and appearance of the street
scene in the village.
There are few opportunities for new
development within the area. Where
development opportunities occur
careful consideration should be given
to ensure the character of the area is
preserved or enhanced.
The main threats to the area are
unsympathetic alterations to the
existing buildings. These include the
cumulative impact of the numerous
and often small scale alterations that
occur to the traditional buildings in
the area.
The loss of traditional features such
as windows and doors and their
replacement with inappropriate
modern materials has one of the

Possible Threats
Nether Heyford lies close to the A5
and A45, its location means traffic
often uses the village as a short cut
between other villages. The narrow Cob walling in need of repair
nature of some of the roads around

more noticeable cumulative adverse
effect on the appearance of the area.
These changes also include
replacement roofing materials and
re-pointing with unsympathetic
modern alternatives as well as the
removal of traditional features such
as boundary walls.
Maintenance of boundary walls is
also important, particularly the cob
walling. The cob should be properly
repaired using traditional techniques.
The use of modern material will
damage the serving cob and could
result in its complete loss which is
unique to the village.
It is not only the loss of traditional
features but the imposition of modern
paraphernalia which affects the
character of the area. The erection
of satellite dishes and aerials as well
as the installation of micro generation
all alter the appearance of the
buildings and the area and careful
consideration should be given to their
positioning.

It is not just inappropriate alterations
to private buildings which pose a
threat, ill-considered alterations to
the public realm can also result in the
loss of an area’s special character
and appearance. Shop fronts,
signage, street furniture and public
utilities have a cumulative and
sometimes detrimental effect on the
quality of the streetscape.
The green and the trees around the
edge are essential to the character of
the area and its continued
maintenance is important to
preserving the character of the
village.
The aim of management proposals
suggested below is not to prevent
changes but to ensure that any such
changes are sympathetic to and
enhance the character and
appearance of the conservation area.

Such alterations to unlisted
residential properties are for the most
part permitted development and
therefore do not require planning
permission. However they can result
in the erosion of the historic
character and appearance of the
conservation area.
Unsympathetic signage and pebble
dash
19
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7.1

Management Proposals

1.
Sensitive new development
in the conservation area
To be successful, any future
development within the conservation
area needs to be mindful of the local
character as appraised above. Good
design should be able to
accommodate 21st century
requirements and still make a
positive contribution to the character
of the area.
Successful new development in
historic areas should:
• Relate well to the geography and
history of the place and the lie of
the land,
• Sit happily in the pattern of
existing development and routes
through and around it,
• Respect important views,
• Respect the scale of neighbouring
buildings,
• Use materials and building
methods which are as high in
quality as those used in existing
buildings,
• Create new views and
juxtapositions which add to the
variety and texture of their setting.
(Source: CABE & English Heritage
publication
2001,
‘Building
in

Context: New development in historic
areas’)
Action 1:
New development must respond
sensitively and creatively to the
historic environment.
2.
Protect surviving
architectural forms

historic

There has been some incremental
loss of traditional architectural
detailing within the conservation area
with some areas suffering more than
others.
The replacement of
windows, doors and roofing materials
with inappropriate materials and
designs adversely affects the
character of the buildings and the
wider streetscape.
Owners of all historic properties, not
just those which are listed, should be
encouraged to replace inappropriate
modern materials with appropriate
traditional materials. Materials such
as uPVC and concrete tiles look out
of place in a Conservation Area and
their use is discouraged.
The imposition of an Article 4
Direction should be considered to
include buildings of significance
across the conservation area to
ensure that positive architectural
features are retained and any
replacement doors or windows do

the

surfacing works that take place in
Nether Heyford.

The establishment of a list of locally
significant buildings and policies for
their protection within the
forthcoming Local Development
Framework Core Strategy would also
assist in the protection of the
conservation area.

Opportunities should be taken to
enhance areas of paving and to
retain historic paving materials
whenever possible.

not harm the character
conservation area.

of

Action 2:
To consider the imposition of an
Article 4 Direction in Nether
Heyford to include buildings of
significance
across
the
conservation area to ensure that
positive architectural features are
retained and any replacement
doors or windows do not harm the
character of the conservation
area.
Action 3:
Establish a list of locally
significant buildings and policies
for their protection as part of the
forthcoming Core Strategy.
3.

Streetscape

The retention of existing stone
paving slabs, setts and kerbstones is
important in maintaining the historic
character of any settlement. Careful
design and sensitive use of materials
will be expected in any future re-

Street furniture and signage affect
the appearance of a conservation
area. Unnecessary clutter will have
an adverse effect on character and
should be resisted.
Many areas
would benefit from a programme of
rationalisation of signage
Over-head cables, telegraph poles
and street lighting columns also
impact on the appearance of the
area. Statutory Undertakers should
be encouraged to rationalise and
underground services wherever
possible
Action 4:
Continue to retain and enhance
historic paving in the conservation
area.
Action 5
Encourage statutory undertakers
to rationalise and remove
unnecessary services and clutter
with the conservation area.
20
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4.

Renewable Energy sources

Whilst the Council is supportive of
the sustainability agenda it also
recognises that many sources of
renewable energy and micro
generation have the potential to harm
the character and appearance of the
Conservation Area. Care therefore
needs to be taken to balance the
needs of climate change with the
preservati on of th e histori c
environment.
Action 6:
Encourage the sympathetic
location of
panels, wind
solar
turbines and
other sources of
micro
generation
to
inconspicuous roofslopes and
building elevations where they will
not have a detrimental impact on
the character and appearance of
the conservation area.
5.

Action 7:
Require the location of satellite
antennas in inconspicuous sites
to prevent harm to the historic
character and visual appearance
of the area.
6.

Tree management

Conservation area designation
affords protection to trees from
unauthorised felling or lopping. The
full canopies of large mature trees
make a significant impact on the
character of the conservation area.
The variety of tree species offers
interest and amenity throughout the
year.
The planting around the edge of the
green makes a positive contribution
to the appearance and character of
the area.
The trees should be
actively managed and replaced if
necessary to maintain character.

Satellite Antennas

Satellite and radio antennas are non
traditional features which have the
potential to disfigure the appearance
of traditional buildings. Care must be
taken to ensure that they are located
where they will not impact on the
significance of heritage assets and
the character and appearance of the
conservation area.

Action 8:
Large mature trees should be
retained wherever possible in
order to preserve the character of
the
conservation
area.
Opportunities should be taken as
appropriate to plant young trees in
order to ensure the continued
existence of mature trees in the
future.

Action 9
Trees on the village green should
be managed to ensure their long
term survival and replaced where
necessary
7.
Development affecting the
setting of the conservation area
It is important that development
around the conservation area does
not harm its setting. Any
development in or around Nether
Heyford which affects the setting of
the conservation area should have
regard to views into and out of the
conservation area, the setting of
positive buildings and the character
of the landscape. Appropriate design
and materials should be used in
development adjacent to the
conservation area.
Action 10:
The impact of development on the
character and appearance of the
conservation area should be
considered. This applies equally
to development outside the
conservation area if it is likely to
affect the setting of the
conservation area.
8. Protect
remains

evidence of past occupation may
survive in the village. Development
proposals should take into account
the potential for remains of
archaeological interest.
Professional advice should be
sought, and appropriate
assessment undertaken..
Action 11:
Development which involves
below-ground excavation must
have regard to the potential for
remains of
archaeological
interest.
9.
Increase understanding
the historical development
Nether Heyford.

There have been limited
opportunities to increase the
understanding of the village’s past.
In relation to the historic environment
the government have expressed a
clear objective to increase
understanding of the villages
historical development.
Where
opportunities arise every attempt
should be made to increase our
understanding of Nether Heyford.

arc hae ol ogic al

Nether Heyford has been inhabited
for many centuries and buried

of
of
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There are a wide range of national
societies devoted to the study and
conservation of historic buildings.
Many of these national bodies have
regional groups in this area.
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Interested in the study and
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•
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www.victoriansociety.org.uk
Interested in the appreciation and
conservation of 19th and early 20th
century buildings of all types.

•

The following websites are a useful
source of local history information:

• http://ads.ahds.ac.uk/

- national
archaeological data service.
• http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/ historic public records online.
• http://www.britishhistory.ac.uk/ digital library of local history
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smr.aspx—Northamptonshire Historic
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Community
adoption

involvement

and

A draft version of this appraisal went
through a six week period of public
consultation. This involved:

•

A presentation of the appraisal
and discussion forum at a
public meeting

•

Identified stakeholders and
interested parties were
contacted directly
The appraisal and response
form were made available
through the Council’s website
The consultation was
advertised with local press
coverage.

Following that consultation all
comments received were considered
and where appropriate, changes
made. The finalised appraisal and
management plan was considered by
the Council’s Policy Review and
Development Committee who
recommended their adoption. The
documents have now been formally
adopted under the Council’s scheme
of delegation and constitute a
material consideration in the planning
process to be used in the
determination of development
management applications and other
decisions which affect the
conservation area and its setting
Contact Details
Planning Policy and Heritage Team
South Northamptonshire Council
Springfields
Towcester
NN12 6AE
22
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Telephone: 01327 322262
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Document 2

Nether Heyford Household Survey

www.netherheyfordneighbourhoodplan.org.uk

Following our Open Day in March, the Nether Heyford Neighbourhood Plan Group (NHNPG) have
taken your comments and used them to produce this survey. It asks questions about the issues
that were most common from those remarks about the village – new things that people would like,
some things to be protected, and lots of ideas about business and household developments. It
takes about 45 minutes or less to complete.
Please don’t worry if you cannot answer all the questions, it’s not compulsory. The more that you
can answer will help the Neighbourhood Plan Group to build a more comprehensive plan for us in
Nether Heyford for the next 15 years. It is confidential, and as you can see from the return
envelope, your survey gets sent back to an independent expert who will then analyse the findings
and take us to the next step of the neighbourhood plan process – writing our own policies for the
village.
How to complete the survey – think about the answers on behalf of all the people in your
household, or just yourself if you live alone. There are explanations about why we have asked
particular questions, but if you’re not sure of an answer, just move on and answer as much as you
can. If someone else in the household feels they would like their own survey to complete then
contact the NHNPG on the numbers, website or emails below, and we’ll get one to you. In all
circumstances, your data will be kept safe and anonymous 1.
There were some comments, such as about healthcare and wildlife gardens, which were fed back
at the Open Day, which are not usually part of the Neighbourhood Plan, but which we will be taking
forward on behalf of the village.
If you would like some help to fill in the survey, for instance if it’s difficult to read or to write the
answers, then anyone from the NHNPG will help. If you would like a larger print version, then
again please do ask.
Chairman Tony Clewett
tonyclewett@gmail.com
01327 341533
Secretary Sue Corner
sue.corner@sky.com
07802630484
Vice-Chair Tom Dodd
tom_dodd@btinternet.com
07887743157
Further copies can also be requested from our website
http://www.netherheyfordneighbourhoodplan.org.uk/
Please complete the survey and enter your details on the prize draw ticket and post by 24th June.

You could win £100!
1

The NHNPG adopt the good practice recommendations in the Data Protection Act (1998) which helps organisations
to collect and share personal data in a way that complies with the law, is fair, transparent and in line with your rights
and expectations.

Section 1

About your Household

The 2011 Census gives us some useful information, and these questions will update that and
give us a more accurate picture of the households in Nether Heyford.
1.1

Please tell us the street you live in. This helps us to check if we have missed getting
surveys to all parts of the parish.

1.2

Which of the following best describes the type of property you live in? This helps us to
see how many types of each house there are, and where there might be any gaps.
(Please tick one box only)
Detached house with more than one storey
Semi-detached house with more than one storey
Terraced house of more than one storey
Detached single storey
Semi-detached single storey
Terraced single storey
Caravan / mobile home
Other (please state)

1.3

Do you own or rent this home? (Please tick one box only)
Own (with or without a mortgage)
Rent privately
Part rent / part mortgage (shared ownership)
Rent from Council or Housing Association
Rent from employer or tied job of household member
Rent free
Other (please state)

1.4

How long have you lived in Nether Heyford?
up to 2 years
3-5 years
6-10 years
11-20 years
21 years or more

1.5

How many people are there of each age in your household? This helps us to think
about the population now and over the next 15 years’ time, helping us to guide future
developments. Please write the numbers in the boxes below.
0-9

10-15

15-19

20-44

45-64

65-74

over 75

Male
Female

1.6

Does anyone in your home currently require care such as care in the community,
daycentres or respite care? A number of people told us that they would like this sort
of care closer to home.
Yes

No
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1.7

Would you or anyone in your household use a day care facility if it was provided in
Nether Heyford?
Yes

1.8

No

Have any adults from your household moved away from Nether Heyford in the past
five years?
Yes

1.9

No

If yes to Q1.8, would they have stayed in Nether Heyford if suitable housing had been
available?
Yes

1.10

Not Sure

No

Not Sure

Are you or any member of your household considering moving house but staying
within the Parish of Nether Heyford in the next few years?
Yes

No

Not Sure

If you answered YES, please continue to Section 2; otherwise please go to Section 3.

Section 2

Housing Need

This section need only be completed if you are intending or would like to move within the Parish
of Nether Heyford.
This section asks about members of your household (it might be everyone, or just one or two
of the household) who would like to move but stay within the Parish of Nether Heyford, in the
next few years. It asks about the size of home that might be required and how they plan to pay
for their accommodation. For example, young people who would like to move out of the current
family home and set up on their own within the parish or older people who may wish to downsize
but stay where their friends and support are. Again, it helps us work out what sort of housing
we might or might not need in the future.
If this does not apply to you or anyone in your household, skip this and go to Section 3
2.1

How many people of each age are there that wish to move?
0-9

2.2

15-19

20-44

45-64

65-74

over 75

How many bedrooms would you/they need in their new home?
1

2.3

10-15

2

3

4

5 or more

Are the people who want to move…?
A single person
A Couple
A Family (one or two adults with children)
Other, please specify
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2.4

When would you/they like to move? This helps us with planning over the next 15
years.
Immediately
Within 1 year
More than a year, but within five years
Between five and 10 years

2.5

Why do you think your current home does not meet everyone’s needs?
(Please tick all that apply)

Too small
Too large
Needs major repairs
Unsuitable for physical needs
Temporary accommodation
Need to live closer to employment

2.6

Need to live closer to relative/family
Need to live closer to a carer or to give care
Want to live independently
Other (please state in space below)

If you or others in your home wish to move within the village but cannot, what are the
reasons stopping you? (Please tick all that apply)
Can't afford to buy/rent in the village
Can't afford the costs of moving
Lack of suitable housing
Lack of houses for rent in the village
Lack of social housing in the village
Other (please specify in box below)

2.7

Do the people who want to move have a specialist housing need?
(Please tick one box only)
No
Yes, a house suitable for people with a disability
Yes, sheltered housing with support services provided
Yes, accommodation on the ground floor
Yes, residential care
Other (please specify in box below)

2.8

How much would the people moving out be able to afford if renting? Please do not
include housing benefit. This helps us to see what type and scale of accommodation
would be most suitable.
Per Week
Up to £100
£100 - 200
£200 - 300
More than £300
Not applicable

2.9

Are you/they currently on the South Northants Council Housing Register?
Yes

No
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Affordable housing
is aimed at people who are either first time buyers who are unable to buy a home on the open market or are
looking to rent but cannot afford to pay market rents.
The eligibility criteria to qualify for an affordable home include the following:
✓

Household income must be such that it is not possible to afford to buy or rent a property at open market
values
✓ To be eligible for certain homes, there must also be a local connection to the immediate area
Such houses are normally owned by Housing Associations.
Starter homes built by private developers do not count as affordable housing.

2.10

Does anyone in your current household have a need for affordable housing in Nether
Heyford i.e. they/you cannot afford to buy or rent on the open market?
Yes

No

If No to Q2.10, please go straight to Section 3.

2.11

How many bedrooms would you/they need in this affordable housing?
1

2.12

3

4

5 or more

4

5 or more

How many people would live in this property?
1

2.13

2

2

3

Would the new household be seeking…?
(Please tick one box only)
To rent from Housing Association
Shared ownership with Housing Association
Either

Section 3
Housing and Development in Nether
Heyford
Over the next 15 years, some new housing will be built in Nether Heyford. There was general
agreement at the Open Day that this was inevitable and to some extent welcomed, so…
3.1

What scale of development do you think is best for Nether Heyford? (Please tick one
box only)
Developments for 10 or fewer households
Development for 11- 25 households
Development for 25 or more households
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It is more likely that for larger developments of 10 properties or more, there is a better chance of
bringing extra money into the village for various projects (such as extra community facilities and
infrastructure improvements). From the Open Day, there were contrasting ideas about this.

3.2

Bearing this in mind, would you rather see developments spread over 15 years
spread across the village, or carried out at one time in one place?
(Please tick one box only)
Spread over 15 years, organic growth around the village – unlikely to attract
revenue for the village
Several developments of 10-20 houses spread around the village, over the
next 15 years
Build more than 10 properties at one time in one place – likely to attract
revenue for the village

3.3

Over the next 15 years, the number and type of developments will be limited. At the
Open Day, people had the following ideas for types of housing. What do you think
should be built, if any? (Please tick one box per row)
Yes

No

Not
Sure

General market homes for rent
General market homes for sale
Affordable rent
Homes for rent primarily for Nether Heyford villagers
Affordable homes e.g. shared ownership

3.4

What types of housing do you feel are required? (Please tick one box per row)
Yes

No

Not Sure

Detached
Semi-detached
Terrace
Bungalows
Flat/Apartments
Self-build homes
Retirement / sheltered homes
Community led housing2 (see note below)
Other type of housing please write in here

Community-led housing
is a way for local communities to provide their own decent and affordable homes. Community-led housing is
designed and managed by local people and built to meet the needs of the community – not for private profit.
It is often designed to help certain groups – for example young people, older people, or those in need of
affordable family homes. It’s often eco-friendly and sustainable. Housing can be rented to local people at
affordable rates which are kept low over the long-term, or sold to create income for the community.

2

http://locality.org.uk/projects/communityled-housing/communityled-housing/
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3.5

How many bedrooms should any new houses have? (Tick any that apply)
1

3.6

2

3

4

5 or more

If there were to be new development, where do you think it should it be? Here are
some ideas from the Open Day. (Please tick one box per row)
Yes No
Not Sure
On previously used land within the village
Within existing gardens (sometimes called infill)
On fields around the edge of the village
Conversion of redundant agricultural buildings
Anywhere else?

In the Neighbourhood Plan, we have the opportunity to state some design features of any
new developments. Here are some ideas from our Open Day. What do you think?
3.7

Which three of these environmentally friendly systems would you most like to see
included in new build properties? (Tick three boxes only)
Solar panels
Triple glazing
Rainwater system for toilets
Rainwater collection (water butts)
Charging points for electric cars
Air / ground source heat pumps3 (see note below)

Ground source heat pumps (GSHPs)
use pipes which are buried in the garden to extract heat from the ground. This heat can then be
used to heat radiators, underfloor or warm air heating systems and hot water in your home. Heat
pumps may not be the best option for homes using mains gas.

3.8

How important is it for new developments to build off existing village roads ensuring
integration, or new roads specific to that development risking separation from the
village?
Very Important

3.9

No

Should new housing have car ports rather than garages, keeping cars off the road?
Yes

3.11

Not important

Should new housing have off street parking for two cars?
Yes

3.10

Quite Important

No

At the Open Day, some residents in the village noted they were compulsorily paying
more than £300 annually to private companies for maintenance of green spaces
around their homes (written into the deeds). Should responsibility for maintenance of
green spaces within new developments be with the Parish Council or given over to
private companies to own and manage?
Parish Council along with all other green space maintenance in the village
Private Companies, paid by households in new developments

3

http://www.energysavingtrust.org.uk/renewable-energy/heat/ground-source-heat-pumps
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Section 4

Business and Employment

Nether Heyford has a number of small businesses as often seen advertised in the Prattler. At
the Open Day, there were some comments concerning business support.
4.1

Do you think there is a need for small scale business development in Nether
Heyford? Would that include? (Please tick all that apply):
Extra shops
Small starter office units
Serviced office units
Small commercial units
Creative work-shop spaces
None at all

4.2

Where do you think they should be based?

4.3

Do you or does anyone in your household work from home?
Yes

4.4

No

If yes would you/they be interested in collaborating with other home workers for such
things as meeting space, printing, Wi-Fi, back office services/support, secretarial
services?
Yes

Section 5

No

Not Sure

Roads and Transport

An increase in the population will undoubtedly increase the number of vehicles in the village.
There may be access to funds as a result of development which could be used to help resolve
some of the issues we have with traffic and parking. The following were raised at the Open
Day, and we would like your views on which are most important to you. They could be a
future project.
5.1

With regard to traffic calming measures, please tick the top three only you would
most like to see.
Do nothing
One way system within the loop Church Street / Church Lane / Weedon Road
Chicane system in Furnace Lane
Roundabout at the junction of Furnace Lane and Weedon Road
Stop sign at the bottom of Weedon Road
Speed limiting flashing signs
20mph speed limit
A raised area at the junction of Furnace Lane / Weedon Rd / The Green
One way system within the loop Watery Lane / The Green / Middle Street
Speed bumps
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5.2

With regard to additional parking options, the following came up at the Open Day.
Please tick any that you agree with.
Take a small part of the Green for parking opposite Bliss school
Create parking for Bliss School elsewhere in the village
Do nothing
Take a small part of the Green for parking close to the play area
Take a small part of the Green for parking close to the village hall / Baptist Church
Take a small part of the Green for parking close to the shops

5.3

If you are in favour of creating additional parking in the village, where would this be?

5.4

Are you satisfied with the existing bus service?
Yes
No
No opinion
Don’t use the bus service

5.5

If you answered No to Q5.4, what additional services would you like to see, where to
and what type of transport? This might include access to cars, Uber services, Taxis,
transport by volunteers, using phone apps, as well as traditional buses.

Section 6
6.1

Leisure

What recreational activities do members of your household take part in?
(Please tick as many boxes as apply in each column)
In Nether Heyford

Elsewhere

Walking, including dog walking
Running or jogging
Cycling
Horse riding
Visual arts, crafts
Music and performing arts
Football
Other outdoor team or individual sport or activity
Indoor team or individual sport activity
Children’s play equipment
Gardening / allotment
Community involvement (clubs, etc.)
Other
If other activities, please list here
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6.2

The following improvements to sports and leisure facilities were noted at the Open
Day. Please tick up to three boxes only to show the improvements which you
consider are particularly important for the village.

Improvement to canal towpath
Parkour equipment (Free-running)
Improve cycle connections to Upper Heyford, Bugbrooke and the national cycle
network
Disability access to canal towpath
Multi use court (hockey, netball, basketball and roller skating, etc.)
Outdoor gym equipment
Improved equipment in the play area on the Green
Improve access throughout the village where required
Other
If other, please write what improvements here

6.3

Do you think any particular age group of the population is under-served by the
recreational opportunities available?
0-9

6.4

10-15

15-19

20-44

45-64

65-74

over 75

If you ticked any boxes in Q6.3, what do you think they need?

Section 7

Heritage

Our heritage historically was as a working village with the canal and furnaces, and where
people have settled, even now, for a lifetime. It has always had a mix of housing, and has
grown and thrived over the years. At the Open Day, people were interested in the Now and
Then pictures.
7.1

What do you think is the best way of preserving Nether Heyford’s rural and historic
character? The following are ideas that came out of the Open Day. Which are most
important to you? (Please tick one box per row)
Very
Important

Quite
important

Not at all
important

Height of housing kept low
Materials in keeping with the village
Retention of conservation area
Mix of building styles
Building gable end-on, creating diversity in buildings
Maintaining the compact nature of the village
(no isolated building)
Any other ideas? Please write in here
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7.2

Please suggest in the box below, how we should protect or improve the historic
features of the village, such as the Roman settlements (including Watling Street), the
Mill, the Church, Bliss School, the old railway line and conservation area.

7.3

The Village Hall is a great asset for Nether Heyford. As part of the village’s heritage,
are there improvements that could be made?

Section 8

Community and Infrastructure

At the Neighbourhood Plan Open Day, there were comments about the infrastructure, and the
things that affect all of us in the village. Some of these might be supported through any extra
money that the village gets from developments.
8.1

Do you think there any further shops required?
Yes

No

Not Sure

8.2

If you answered Yes to Q8.1, what would they be?

8.3

We had lots of comments about preservation, wildlife and nature. Would you be
supportive of developing a wildlife reserve in the Parish?
Yes

No

Not Sure

8.4

If you answered Yes to Q8.3, do you have any thoughts on where might it be?

8.5

Which of these issues do you think we should include in our Neighbourhood Plan –
tick your three most important only.
Preserve the local landscape
Preserve the views around the village
Promote the preservation and restoration of key local habitats and wildlife diversity
Promote the protection of existing mature or important trees, groups of trees and hedgerows.
Manage the visual impact, scale and location of alternative or renewable energy installations
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www.netherheyfordneighbourhoodplan.org.uk

8.6

At the Open Day, people raised street lighting as a talking point. If there’s not enough
street lighting or it’s not bright enough, where would you like to see more?

8.7

With regard to flood risk, do you consider that work on the culverts should be
prioritised before new development takes place?
Yes

8.8

No Opinion

Are you satisfied with broadband speed in the village?
Yes

8.9

No

No

No Opinion

Should there be free to access public broadband funded by the Parish Council?
(Please tick one box per row)
Yes

No

Not Sure

In the village hall
Across all of the village
8.10

Would you be supportive of a Community Orchard being established for the village?
Yes

No

Not Sure

Section 9
Is there anything else you would like the Neighbourhood Plan Group to consider?

Thank you very much for giving your time to help plan for the future of our village.
Please don’t forget to complete the £100 prize draw ticket and put it in the freepost return
envelope along with your completed survey. You can either post this off to our
independent expert by 24th June, or bring it along to the NHNPG tent at the Village Fete
on the 10th June, where there will be a drop-off box.

12

Document 3

Nether Heyford Household Survey Report

Prepared by
Stratford-on-Avon District Council
Performance, Consultation & Insight Unit
August 2017
Formatted and Final Edits by NHNPG
October 2017

Contents
Introduction ........................................................................................................................... 1
Methodology ......................................................................................................................... 1
Summary of Results .............................................................................................................. 2
Household Profile .............................................................................................................. 2
Housing Need.................................................................................................................... 2
Housing and Development in Nether Heyford .................................................................... 3
Business and Employment ................................................................................................ 4
Roads and Transport ......................................................................................................... 4
Leisure .............................................................................................................................. 4
Heritage............................................................................................................................. 5
Community and Infrastructure ........................................................................................... 5
Results in Detail .................................................................................................................... 6
Household Profile .............................................................................................................. 7
Housing Need.................................................................................................................. 11
Housing and Development in Nether Heyford .................................................................. 15
Business and Employment .............................................................................................. 21
Roads and Transport ....................................................................................................... 23
Leisure ............................................................................................................................ 25
Heritage........................................................................................................................... 27
Community and Infrastructure ......................................................................................... 28
Appendices ......................................................................................................................... 32
Appendix A: Which of the following best describes the type of property you live in? .... 32
Appendix B: Are the people who want to move...? Other ............................................. 32
Appendix C: Why do you think your current home does not meet everyone's needs? .. 32
Appendix D: If you or others in your home wish to move within the village but cannot, what
are the reasons stopping you? Other ........................................................................... 32
Appendix E: What types of housing do you feel are required? Other............................ 32
Appendix F: If there were to be new development, where do you think it should be?
Anywhere else ............................................................................................................. 33
Appendix G: Business & Employment - Where do you think they should be based? .... 33
Appendix H: If you are in favour of creating additional parking in the village, where would
this be? ........................................................................................................................ 35

Appendix I: If No to previous question, what additional services would you like to see,
where to and what type of transport. This might include access to cars, Uber services,
Taxis, transport by volunteers, using phone apps, as well as traditional buses. ........... 39
Appendix J: What recreational activities do members of your household take part in? . 40
Appendix K: Please tick up to three boxes only to show the improvements which you
consider are important for the village. If other, please write what improvements here .. 41
Appendix L: If you ticked any boxes in previous question (Do you think any particular age
group of the population is under-served by the recreational opportunities available?), what
do you think they need? ............................................................................................... 41
Appendix M: What do you think is the best way of preserving Nether Heyford's rural and
historic character? Any other ideas? ............................................................................ 43
Appendix N: Please suggest in the box below, how we should protect or improve the
historic features of the village, such as the Roman settlements (including Watling Street),
the Mill, the Church, Bliss School, the old railway line and conservation area. ............. 44
Appendix O: The Village Hall is a great asset for Nether Heyford. As part of the village's
heritage, are there improvements that could be made?................................................ 47
Appendix P: Do you think there are any further shops required? If you answered Yes,
what would they be? .................................................................................................... 50
Appendix Q: If Yes to previous question (Would you be supportive of developing a wildlife
reserve in the Parish?), do you have any thoughts on where it might be? .................... 51
Appendix R: At the Open Day, street lighting was a talking point. If there's not enough
street lighting or it’s not bright enough, where would you like to see more? ................. 54
Appendix S: Is there anything else you would like the Neighbourhood Plan Group to
consider? ..................................................................................................................... 58

Acknowledgements to Simon Purfield for his management of the data in compiling this report, and to the
volunteers from the NHNPG who are managing the overall Neighbourhood Plan project on behalf of the
Nether Heyford Parish Council. Tom Dodd designed and formatted this report. Both the NH Parish
Council and South Northants Council have afforded grants to progress this Neighbourhood Plan.
© NHNPG 2017

Introduction
Following the Open Day in March, the Nether Heyford Neighbourhood Plan Group (NHNPG)
took the comments that were made and used them to produce a questionnaire to get the views
of the wider community.
The feedback from the survey will help the Neighbourhood Plan Group to build a more
comprehensive plan for all in Nether Heyford for the next 15 years and to move to the next
step of the neighbourhood plan process – writing our own policies for the village.

Methodology
The survey ran from the end of May with a deadline of June 24th, 2017. All households in the
Parish received hand delivered questionnaires by one of a team of volunteers. They were
asked to complete the questionnaire on behalf of the household and return it using a Freepost
envelope to Stratford-on-Avon District Council, or take it to the Neighbourhood Plan tent at the
Village Fete where there was a drop-off box.
686 questionnaires were distributed in total. 324 questionnaires were returned in the timescale
allowed.
To encourage a good return a prize draw took place for £100 using a separate ticket so it was
not linked to the survey responses of the household.
All the information provided was processed by an independent third party, and Stratford-onAvon District Council (SDC) aggregated and analysed the responses to create this final report.
This ensured complete confidentiality for the respondents.
The report follows the order of the questionnaire. Charts and tables are used throughout the
report to assist the interpretation of the results. In some cases, anomalies appear due to
“rounding-up” to nearest whole number. The term “base” in the tables and charts refer to the
number of responses to a particular question.
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Summary of Results
Household Profile
o Almost half of all respondents showed that they lived in a detached house with more
than one storey and a third lived in a semi-detached house with more than one storey.
o Nine in ten households were owned either with or without a mortgage.
o 59% had lived in Nether Heyford for more than twenty years, with a further 18%
between 11 and 20 years.
o 3% of those surveyed said that in their home someone required care such as Care in
the Community, day centres or respite care.
o 14% of respondents felt that someone in their household would use a day care facility
if one was provided in Nether Heyford.
o 18% of households have experienced adults moving away from Nether Heyford in the
past five years.
o Of those households, 40% of those who left would have stayed if there had been
suitable housing, almost the same percentage (39%) said they would not have stayed,
and 21% were not sure.
o 12% of respondents said that they or another member of their household were
considering moving house, but staying within Nether Heyford in the next few years.

Housing Need
o Those in the 22 to 44-year-old age group were most likely to wish to move.
o Those considering a move were more likely to want two bedrooms in their new home.
o There was quite an even spread between single people, couples and families wishing
to move.
o Those wishing to move house within the Parish would like to do so in more than a
years’ time.
o The main reason that their current home does not meet their needs is the requirement
to live independently (15 people).
o The main reason for those wishing to move within the village but cannot was the lack
of houses to rent in the village.
o Three people wanting to move had a specialist housing need.
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o The most common amount of rent per week people could afford to pay was £100 to
£200.
o Seven residents were currently on the South Northants Council Housing Register.
o 12 respondents indicated that in their household they have a need for affordable
housing in Nether Heyford.
o Two-bedroom affordable homes were the most popular size of property with rental from
a Housing Association the most frequent response (albeit on a small sample).

Housing and Development in Nether Heyford
o Asked what scale of development respondents feel is best for Nether Heyford, 35%
wanted developments for 10 or fewer households, 51% felt development should have
11 to 25 houses and 15% went for development for 25 or more.
o 45% wished to see the building of more than 10 properties at one time in one place.
34% wanted development spread over 15 years, organic growth around the village.
21% wished to see several developments of 10 to 20 houses spread around the village,
over the next 15 years.
o 81% of respondents felt general market homes for sale should be on offer within the
next 15 years, closely followed by 77% wishing to see homes for rent primarily for
Nether Heyford villagers, 67% would like affordable homes and 60% those offering
affordable rents. 41% of respondents wanted general market homes for rent.
o The most popular type of housing residents felt were required was semi-detached at
82%, with bungalows recording a figure of 76% and retirement/sheltered homes 75%.
66% wish to see community-led housing.
o 39% felt that any new homes should have three bedrooms.
bedroomed houses.

30% wanted two

o There was more support (both 83%) for building on previously used land within the
village and the conversion of redundant agricultural buildings. There was less support
for building on fields around the edges of the village (46%) and within existing gardens
(43%).
o 69% were in favour of solar panels and 65% triple glazing for environmentally friendly
systems. Half went for a rainwater system for toilets and water butts.
o 82% of residents felt it was very or quite important for new developments to be built off
existing village roads ensuring integration.
o 94% believed that new housing should have off street parking for two cars.
o 81% believed that new housing should have car ports rather than garages to keep cars
off the road.
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Business and Employment
o Residents were asked whether there was a need for small scale development in the
village. Half felt there was no need for small scale development in Nether Heyford.
31% thought creative workshop spaces could be developed, 23% extra shops and the
same figure for small starter office units.
o 23% of households contain someone who works from home.
o Of those working from home, 8% were interested in collaborating with other home
workers and 64% were not.

Roads and Transport
o With regard to traffic calming measures, 48% were in favour of speed limiting flashing
signs, 45% wished to see a 20mph speed limit, 36% a roundabout at the junction of
Furnace Lane and Weedon Road and 35% a Stop sign at the same location at the end
of Weedon Road.
o 35% would like to take a small part of the Green for parking opposite Bliss School, and
33% wanted to create parking for Bliss School elsewhere in the village. 27% said do
nothing.
o 45% of residents did not use the bus service. Of those that did, 70% of residents were
satisfied with the service.

Leisure
o Of those who responded, 228 people go walking in the village and 124 do so
elsewhere. 155 enjoy gardening and 103 involve themselves in the community, within
Nether Heyford, by being involved in clubs etc. 84 people use the children’s play
equipment in the village and 76 enjoy cycling.
o 56% of respondents wished to see improvements to the canal towpath and 53% an
improvement in cycle connections to Upper Heyford, Bugbrooke and the national cycle
network. 31% felt there should be improved equipment in the play area on the Green.
o 60% of respondents said that the 15 to 19-year-old age group were under-served for
recreational opportunities. 43% felt likewise for the 10 to 15 age group.
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Heritage
o 98% of those surveyed felt it was very or quite important to preserve the village’s rural
and historic character by retaining the conservation area. 95% felt likewise in that any
materials used to potentially build should be in keeping with the village and 89% would
like the height of new housing kept low.
o 49% of respondents felt it not at all important for building gable end-on creating
diversity in buildings.

Community and Infrastructure
o 19% felt there was a need for further shops, with treble this figure (58%) indicating
there was no need. A quarter were not sure.
o 66% of respondents would be supportive of developing a wildlife reserve in the Parish,
with 8% not supportive.
o The three most important issues to be included in the Plan were to preserve the local
landscape (71%), preserve the views around the village (63%) and promote the
protection of existing mature or important trees, groups of trees and hedgerows (58%).
o With regard to flood risk, 85% of parishioners agreed that consideration to work on the
culverts should be prioritised before new development takes place.
o 25% were satisfied with the broadband speed in the village, with 43% not satisfied.
o 29% of respondents believe there should be free to access public broadband funded
by the Parish Council, with 46% saying they should not.
o 52% of those responding are supportive of a Community Orchard being established
for the village with 17% not supportive.
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Results in Detail
These questions were included to update the 2011 Census and give us a more accurate
picture of the households in Nether Heyford.
The list of streets lived in by respondents are summarised below. A map of the village is
included at the end of this report.
Please tell us the street you live in.
Bliss Close
Brookside Place
Bugbrooke Road
Church Lane
Church Street
Close Road
Furnace Lane
Heyford Lane
Hillside Crescent
Hillside Road
Manor Park
Manor Walk
Middle Street
Parsons Close
Ridgeway Furlong
Roberts Field
Rolfe Crescent
South View
Southview
The Green
The Peak
The Pound
Wakefield Way
Watery Lane
Watling Street
Weedon Road
Western Avenue
Winston Close

13
13
5
12
12
9
36
4
25
12
29
2
12
5
4
5
21
11
2
18
7
4
14
16
3
12
5
12
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Household Profile
Almost half of all responses showed that they lived in a detached house with more than one
storey and a third lived in a semi-detached house with more than one storey. The 3 “other”
mentions are included in Appendix A.
Table 1:
Which of the following best describes the type of Nos
property you live in?
Detached house with more than one storey
148
Semi-detached house with more than one storey
105
Terraced house of more than one storey
17
Detached single storey
31
Semi-detached single storey
14
Terraced single storey
3
Caravan/mobile home
0
Other
3
Base: (All Respondents)
(321)

%
46
33
5
10
4
1
0
1

Nine in ten households were owned either with or without a mortgage.
Table 2:
Do you own or rent this home?

Nos

Own (with or without a mortgage)
285
Rent privately
13
Part rent/part mortgage (shared ownership)
3
Rent from Council or Housing Association
18
Rent from employer or tied job of household member
0
Rent free
1
Other
1
Base: (All Respondents)
(321)

%
89
4
1
6
0
0
0
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Almost six in ten respondents (59%) had lived in Nether Heyford for more than twenty years,
with a further 18% between 11 and 20 years.
Chart 1:
How long have you lived in Nether Heyford?

Up to 2 years

3-5 years

8

9

%
6-10 years

11-20 years

7

18

21 years or more

59

Base: (All Respondents: 317)

3% of those surveyed said that in their home someone required care such as ‘Care in the
Community’, day centres or respite care.
Chart 2:
Does anyone in your home currently require care
such as care in the community, day centres or
respite care?

3%

97%

Yes

No

Base: (All Respondents: 316)
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14% of respondents felt that someone in their household would use a day care facility if one
was provided in Nether Heyford.
Chart 3:
Would anyone in your household use a day care
centre facility if it was provided in Nether Heyford?

14%
26%

60%

Yes

No

Not sure

Base: (All Respondents: 316)

18% of households have experienced adults moving away from Nether Heyford in the past
five years.
Chart 4:
Have any adults from your household moved away
from Nether Heyford in the past five years?

18%

82%

Yes

No

Base: (All Respondents: 321)
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In households where adults have left the parish in the last five years, 40% of those who left
would have stayed if there had been suitable housing, almost the same percentage (39%)
said they would not have stayed, and 21% were not sure.
Chart 5:
Would they have stayed in Nether Heyford if
suitable housing had been available?

21%
40%
39%

Yes

No

Not sure

Base: (Households where adults have moved from NH in last 5 years: 57)

12% of respondents said that they or another member of their household were considering
moving house, but staying within Nether Heyford in the next few years.
Chart 6:
Are you or any member of your household
considering moving house but staying within the
Parish of Nether Heyford in the next few years?

14%

12%

73%

Yes

No

Not sure

Base: (All Respondents: 314)
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Housing Need
This section was only completed by those intending or would like to move within the Parish of
Nether Heyford. The aim is to help work out what sort of housing might or might not be needed
in the future.
Those in the 22 to 44-year-old age group were most likely to wish to move.
Table 3:
How many people of each age are there that wish to move?
0-9
10-15
15-19
20-44
45-64
65-74
Over 75

Number
9
1
4
12
10
10
6

Those considering a move were more likely to want two bedrooms in their new home.
Table 4:
How many bedrooms would you/they need in their new home?
1
2
3
4
5 or more
Base: (Respondents considering moving house but staying within
Parish in next few years)

Number
1
20
8
7
0
(36)

There was quite an even spread between single people, couples and families wishing to move.
The 2 “other” comments are included in Appendix B.
Table 5:
Are the people that want to move…?
A single person
A couple
A family (one or two adults with children)
Other
Base: (Respondents considering moving house but staying within
Parish in next few years)

Number
14
11
10
2
(37)
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Those wishing to move house within the Parish would like to do so in more than a years’ time.
Table 6:
When would you/they like to move?
Immediately
Within 1 year
More than a year, but within 5 years
Between 5 and 10 years
Base: (Respondents considering moving house but staying within
Parish in next few years)

Number
4
2
19
10
(35)

The main reason that their current home does not meet their needs is the requirement to live
independently (15 people). The 6 “other” comments are included in Appendix C.
Table 7:
Why do you think your current home does not meet everyone’s
needs?
Too small
Too large
Needs major repairs
Unsuitable for physical needs
Temporary accommodation
Need to live closer to employment
Need to live closer to relative/family
Need to live closer to a carer or give care
Want to live independently
Other
Base: (Respondents considering moving house but staying within
Parish in next few years)

Number
8
15
2
4
0
1
2
0
9
6
(35)

The main reason for those wishing to move within the village but cannot was the lack of houses
to rent in the village. The 3 “other” comments are included in Appendix D.
Table 8:
If you or others in your home wish to move within the village but
cannot, what are the reasons stopping you?
Can’t afford to buy/rent in the village
Can’t afford the cost of moving
Lack of suitable housing
Lack of houses to rent in the village
Lack of social housing in the village
Other
Base: (Respondents considering moving house but staying within
Parish in next few years) More than one response allowed

Number
11
3
24
8
7
3
(35)
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Three people wanting to move had a specialist housing need.
Table 9:
Do the people who want to move have a specialist housing need?
No
Yes, accommodation on the ground floor
Yes, a house suitable for people with a disability
Yes, sheltered housing with support services provided
Yes, residential care
Other
Base: (Respondents considering moving house but staying within
Parish in next few years)

Number
30
1
0
2
0
0
(33)

The most common amount of rent per week people could afford to rent was £100 to £200.
Table 10:
How much would the people moving out be able to afford if renting?
Up to £100 per week
£100 - £200
£200 - £300
More than £300
Not applicable
Base: (Respondents considering moving house but staying within
Parish in next few years)

Number
3
6
3
3
17
(32)

7 residents were currently on the South Northants Council Housing Register.
Table 11:
Are you/they currently on the South Northants Council Housing
Register?
Yes
No
Base: (Respondents considering moving house but staying within
Parish in next few years)

Number
7
26
(33)
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Residents were provided with a definition of affordable housing. 12 respondents indicated
that in their household they have a need for affordable housing in Nether Heyford.
Table 12:
Does anyone in your current household have a need for affordable
housing in Nether Heyford, i.e. they/you cannot afford to buy or rent
on the open market?
Yes
No
Base: (Respondents considering moving house but staying within
Parish in next few years)

Number

12
20
(32)

Two-bedroom affordable homes were the most popular size of property with rental from a
Housing Association the most frequent response albeit on a small sample.
Table 13:
How many bedrooms would you/they need in this affordable
housing?
1
2
3
4
5 or more
Base: (Respondents considering moving house but staying within
Parish in next few years)

Number
1
10
1
0
0
(12)

Table 14:
How many people would live in this property?
1
2
3
4
5 or more
Base: (Respondents considering moving house but staying within
Parish in next few years)

Number
1
7
3
1
0
(12)
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Table 15:
Would the new household be seeking…?
To rent from Housing Association
Shared ownership with Housing Association
Either
Base: (Respondents considering moving house but staying within
Parish in next few years)

Number
6
3
3
(12)

Housing and Development in Nether Heyford
This section dealt with the building of new housing that will be built in Nether Heyford over the
next fifteen years.
Asked what scale of development respondents feel is best for Nether Heyford, 35% wanted
developments for 10 or fewer households, 51% felt development should have 11 to 25 houses
and 15% went for developments of 25 properties or more.
Chart 7:
What scale of development do you think is best for
Nether Heyford?

Developments for 10 or
fewer households

35

%

Development for 11-25
households

Development for 25 or
more households

51

15

Base: (All Respondents: 313)

Residents were informed in the survey that it would be more likely that for larger developments
of ten properties or more, there would be a better chance of bringing extra money into the
village for various projects (such as extra community facilities and infrastructure
improvements).
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Respondents were asked about the pace of future development. 45% wished to see the
building of more than 10 properties at one time in one place. 34% wanted development spread
over 15 years, organic growth around the village. 21% wished to see several developments of
10 to 20 houses spread around the village, over the next 15 years.
Table 16:
Bearing this in mind, would you rather see developments
spread over 15 years spread across the village, or
carried out one at a time in one place?
Spread over 15 years, organic growth around the village
– unlikely to attract revenue for the village
Several developments of 10-20 houses spread around
the village, over the next 15 years
Build more than 10 properties at one time in one place
– likely to attract revenue for the village
Base: (All Respondents)

Nos

%

101

34

65

21

136

45

(301)

Residents were asked about the type of housing that should be brought in within the next 15
years.
81% of respondents felt general market homes for sale should be on offer, closely followed by
77% wishing to see homes for rent primarily for Nether Heyford villagers.
67% would like affordable homes and 60% those offering affordable rents. There was less
desire (41% of respondents) who wanted general market homes for rent.
Chart 8:
At the Open Day, people had the following ideas for
types of housing. What do you think should be built
if any?
%
Affordable homes e.g. shared
ownership (245)

67

Homes for rent primarily for
Nether Heyford villagers (257)

60

General market homes for sale
(268)

Yes

22

81

41

No

16

11

77

Affordable rent (237)

General market homes for rent
(234)

16

12

18

10

42

9

17

Not sure

Base: (All Respondents) ()
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Asked what type of housing is required, a list of various types was given in response. A
definition of community-led housing was provided.
The most popular amongst residents was semi-detached at 82%, with bungalows recording a
figure of 76% and retirement/sheltered homes 75%. 66% wish to see community-led housing.
There was less enthusiasm for flats/apartments (28%) and self-build homes (32%).
The 5 “other” types are included in Appendix E.
Chart 9:
What types of housing do you feel are required?

%
Deatched (242)

56

26

Semi-detached (259)

82

Terrace (235)

Self-build homes (225)

30
12
56

28
32

36

66

No

12
16

32

75

Community led housing
(245)

13
18

76

Retirement/sheltered homes
(254)

Yes

5

52

Bungalows (259)
Flats/apartments (228)

17

8
12

17
22

Not sure

Base: (All Respondents) ()
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Almost four out of ten respondents (39%) felt that any new homes should have three
bedrooms. About three in ten preferred two bedroomed houses.
Chart 10:
How many bedrooms should any new houses have?

3%
12%

15%

30%
39%

1

2

3

4

5 or more

Base: (All Respondents: 306)

Residents were asked if there were to be new development where they thought it should be.
There was more support for building on previously used land within the village and the
conversion of redundant agricultural buildings (both 83%). There was less support for building
on fields around the edges of the village (46%) and within existing gardens (43%).
Asked if there was anywhere else, 11 comments were made and are included in the Appendix
F.
Chart 11:
If there were to be new development, where do you
think it should be?
%
On previously used land
within the village (288)

Within existing gardens
(259)

On fields around the edge of
the village (265)

43

43

46

Conversion of redundant
agricultural buildings (271)

Yes

6

83

No

14

42

83

11

13

7

10

Not sure

Base: (All Respondents) ()
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Given a list of environmentally friendly systems, residents were asked to choose the three
they would most like to see included in new build properties. A definition of ground source
heat pumps was provided.
69% were in favour of solar panels and 65% triple glazing. Half went for a rainwater system
for toilets and water butts.
Table 17:
Which three of these environmentally friendly systems
would you most like to see included in the new build
properties?
Solar panels
Triple glazing
Rainwater system for toilets
Rainwater collection (water butts)
Air/ground source heat pumps
Charging points for electric cars
Base:
(All Respondents) More than one response
allowed

%

%

208
196
154
151
48
100
(300)

69
65
51
50
16
33

82% of residents felt it was very or quite important for new developments to be built off existing
village roads ensuring integration, or new roads specific to that development risking separation
from the village.
Chart 12:
How important is it for new developments to build
off existing village roads ensuring integration, or
new roads specific to that development risking
separation from the village?

Very important

42

Quite important

Not important

40

%

18

Base: (All Respondents: 300)
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94% believed that new housing should have off street parking for two cars.
Chart 13:
Should the new housing have off street parking for
two cars?

6%

94%

Yes

No

Base: (All Respondents: 316)

Eight out of ten respondents (81%) believed that new housing should have car ports rather
than garages to keep cars off the road.
Chart 14:
Should the new housing have car ports rather than
garages, keeping cars off the road?

19%

81%

Yes

No

Base: (All Respondents: 302)
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At the Open Day, some residents in the village noted they were compulsorily paying more than
£300 annually to private companies for maintenance of green spaces around their homes
(written into the deeds).
Table 18:
Should responsibility for maintenance of green spaces
within new developments be with the Parish Council or
given over to private companies to own and manage?
Parish Council along with all other green space
maintenance in the village
Private companies, paid by households in new
developments
Base: (All Respondents)

Nos

%

237

79

64

21

(301)

Business and Employment
Residents were asked whether there was a need for small scale development in Nether
Heyford. 51% felt there was no need for this. 31% thought creative workshop spaces could be
developed, 23% extra shops and the same figure for small starter office units.
Residents were asked where they should be based and the 103 comments made are included
in the Appendix G.
Table 19:
Do you think there is a need for small scale business
development in Nether Heyford? Would that include?
Extra shops
Small starter office units
Serviced office units
Small commercial units
Creative work-shop spaces
None at all
Base: (All Respondents) More than one response
allowed

Nos

%

66
67
21
45
90
146
(287)

23
23
7
16
31
51
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23% of households contain someone who works from home.
Chart 15:
Do you or does anyone in your household work from
home?

23%

77%

Yes

No

Base: (All Respondents: 313)

Of those working from home, 8% were interested in collaborating with other home workers
and 64% were not.
Chart 16:
If yes, would you/they be interested in
collaborating with other home workers for such
things as meeting space, printing, Wi-Fi, back office
services/support, secretarial services?
8%
27%

64%

Yes

No

Not sure

Base: (Respondents answering ‘Yes’ to Q37: 106)
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Roads and Transport
Residents were told that there may be access to funds as a result of development which could
be used to help resolve some of the issues that there is with traffic and parking. The following
were raised at the Open Day, and views were sought on which are the most important. These
could be future projects.
With regard to traffic calming measures, 48% were in favour of speed limiting flashing signs,
45% wished to see a 20mph speed limit, 36% a roundabout at the junction of Furnace Lane
and Weedon Road and 35% a Stop sign at the bottom of Weedon Road.
Table 20:
With regard to traffic calming measures, please tick the top
three only you would most like to see
Speed limiting flashing signs
20 mph speed limit
Roundabout at the junction of Furnace Lane and Weedon
Road
Stop sign at the bottom of Weedon Road
One way system within the loop Watery Lane/The
Green/Middle Street
Speed bumps
One way system within the loop Church Street/Church
Lane/Weedon Road
Chicane system in Furnace Lane
A raised area at the junction of Furnace Lane/Weedon
Road/The Green
Do nothing
Base: (All Respondents) More than one response allowed

Nos

%

144
137
109

48
45
36

105
58

35
19

53
51

17
17

47
45

16
15

33
(303)
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For additional parking options respondents were given a list of alternatives. 35% would like to
take a small part of the Green for parking opposite Bliss School, 33% wanted to create parking
for Bliss School elsewhere in the village. 27% said do nothing.
Table 21:
With regard to additional parking options, the following
came up at Open Day. Please tick any that you agree with
Take a small part of the Green for parking opposite Bliss
School
Create parking for Bliss School elsewhere in the village
Do nothing
Take a small part of the Green for parking close to the shops
Take a small part of the Green for parking close to village
Hall/Baptist Church
Take a small part of the Green for parking close to the play
area
Base: (All Respondents) More than one response allowed

Nos

%

104

35

97
79
76
53

33
27
26
18

43

14

(298)
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For those in favour of creating additional parking in the village they were asked where this
should be and 113 comments were made and included in the Appendix H.
45% of residents did not use the bus service. Of those that did, 70% of residents were satisfied
with the service.
Those not satisfied with the bus service were asked to comment on what additional services
they would like to see, where to and what type of transport. The 25 comments made are
included in the Appendix I.
Chart 17:
Are you satisfied with the existing bus service?

15%

15%
70%

Yes

No

No opinion

Base: (Those using the service: 173)
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Leisure
Residents were asked what leisure activities members of their household took part in.
228 go walking in the village and 124 do so elsewhere. 155 enjoy gardening and 103 involve
themselves in the community within Nether Heyford by being involved in clubs, etc. 84 use
the children’s play equipment in the village and 76 enjoy cycling.
When asked what other activities residents did, 43 responses are included in Appendix J.
Table 22:
What recreational activities do members of your
household take part in?

Walking, including dog walking (236)
Running or jogging (60)
Cycling (91)
Horse riding (18)
Visual arts, crafts (49)
Music and performing arts (70)
Football (44)
Other outdoor team or individual sport or activity
(79)
Indoor team or individual sport activity (54)
Children’s play equipment (88)
Gardening/allotment (157)
Community involvement (clubs, etc.) (118)
Other (35)
Base: (All Respondents)

Number of Household
Members who take part
in Activities and Where
In Nether
Heyford
228
55
76
6
26
33
24
33

Elsewhere

21
84
155
103
15

38
33
3
37
25

124
25
55
14
34
47
26
57
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Residents were given a list of possible improvements in terms of sports and leisure facilities,
and asked to tick up to three priorities for their households.
56% wished to see improvements to the canal towpath and 53% an improvement in cycle
connections to Upper Heyford, Bugbrooke and the national cycle network. 31% felt there
should be improved equipment in the play area on the Green.
For other improvements suggested by respondents these are listed in the Appendix K (18 in
total).
Table 23:
The following improvements to sports and leisure facilities
were noted at the Open Day. Please tick up to three boxes
only to show the improvements which you consider are
particularly important for the village
Improvement to canal towpath
Improve cycle connections to Upper Heyford, Bugbrooke
and the national cycle network
Improved equipment in the play area on the Green
Improve access throughout the village where required
Disability access to canal towpath
Multi-use court (hockey, netball, basketball and roller
skating, etc.)
Outdoor gym equipment
Parkour equipment (free running)
Other
Base: (All Respondents) More than one response allowed

Nos

%

156
150

56
53

86
81
68
64

31
29
24
23

41
5
18
(281)

15
2
6

Six out of ten respondents said that the 15 to 19-year-old age group were under-served for
recreational opportunities. 43% felt likewise for the 10 to 15 age group.
Table 24:
Do you think any particular age group of the population is
under-served by the recreational opportunities available?
0-9
10-15
15-19
20-44
45-64
65-74
Over 75
Base: (All Respondents) More than one response allowed

Nos

%

11
43
60
10
5
11
9
(100)

11
43
60
10
5
11
9

If residents felt an age group was underserved then they were asked to think what was
needed. The 63 suggestions are included in the Appendix L.
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Heritage
98% of those surveyed felt it was very or quite important to preserve the village’s rural and
historic character by retaining the conservation area. 95% felt likewise in the materials used
to build should be in keeping with the village and 89% would like the height of new housing
kept low.
49% of residents felt it not at all important for building gable end-on creating diversity in
buildings, with 50% feeling it was very or quite important.
Residents were asked for any other ideas on this subject and these are listed in Appendix M
– 25 in all.
Chart 18:

What do you think is the best way of preserving
Nether Heyford’s rural and historic character? Which
are most important to you?
%
Retention of conservation area
(280)

74

Materials in keeping with the
village (289)

66

Height of housing kept low (278)

Very important

36

51

Mix of building styles (257)

12

14

56

38

Quite important

5

11

35

28

2

29

53

Maintaining the compact nature of
the village (no isolated building)
(266)

Building gable end-on, creating
diversity in buildings (225)

24

16

49

Not at all important

Base: (All Respondents) ()

95 comments are included in Appendix N as residents were asked how to protect or improve
the historic features of the village.
101 comments are in the Appendix O that makes suggestions for improvements to the Village
Hall in Nether Heyford.
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Community and Infrastructure
At the Neighbourhood Plan Open Day, there were comments about the infrastructure, and the
things that affect people in the village. Some of these might be supported through any extra
money that the village gets from developments.
19% of respondents felt there was a need for further shops, with treble this figure (58%)
indicating there was no need. 23% were not sure.
From those that thought there should be more shops, 54 comments are included in Appendix
P.
Chart 19:
Do you think there are any further shops required?

23%

19%

58%

Yes

No

Not sure

Base: (All Respondents: 309)
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Two-thirds of respondents would be supportive of developing a wildlife reserve in the Parish,
with 8% not supportive. Those supporting the idea were asked to say where it might be sited
and the 113 comments made are included in Appendix Q.
Chart 20:
Would you be supportive of developing a wildlife
reserve in the Parish?

25%

8%

Yes

67%

No

Not sure

Base: (All Respondents: 308)

Given a list of five issues and asked to select three to be included in the Neighbourhood Plan,
the three most important were to preserve the local landscape (71%), preserve the views
around the village (63%) and promote the protection of existing mature or important trees,
groups of trees and hedgerows (58%).
Table 25:
Which of these issues do you think we should include in
our Neighbourhood Plan – tick your three most important
only
Preserve the local landscape
Preserve the views around the village
Promote the protection of existing mature or important
trees, groups of trees and hedgerows
Promote the preservation and restoration of key local
habitats and wildlife diversity
Manage the visual impact, scale and location of alternative
or renewable energy installations
Base: (All Respondents) More than one response allowed

Nos

%

216
193
154

71
63
58

177

50

143

47

(305)
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At the Open Day, people raised street lighting as a talking point. If residents felt there was not
enough or not bright enough lighting, they were asked where they would like to see more –
146 comments were made and are included in Appendix R.
With regard to flood risk, 85% of parishioners agreed the consideration to work on the culverts
should be prioritised before potential new development takes place.
Chart 21:
With regard to flood risk, do you consider that work
on the culverts should be prioritised before new
development takes place?

11%
5%

85%

Yes

No

No opinion

Base: (All Respondents: 311)

Four in ten residents (40%) were satisfied with the broadband speed in the village, with
fractionally more 43% not satisfied.
Chart 22:
Are you satisfied with broadband speed in the
village?

17%

40%

43%

Yes

No

No opinion

Base: (All Respondents: 312)
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29% of residents believe there should be free to access public broadband funded by the Parish
Council, with 46% saying they should not.
Chart 23:
Should there be free to access public broadband
funded by the Parish Council?
%

Across the village (282)

In the village (252)

Yes

29

46

38

No

25

35

27

Not sure

Base: (All Respondents) ()

Just over half of those responding (52%) are supportive of a Community Orchard being
established for the village.
Chart 24:
Would you be supportive of a Community Orchard
being established for the village?

31%
52%
17%

Yes

No

No opinion

Base: (All Respondents: 312)

When asked to comment on anything else they would like to see the Neighbourhood Plan
Group to consider, 102 suggestions were made and these are included in Appendix S.
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Appendices
Appendix A: Which of the following best describes the type of property you live in? Other
First floor flat over a shop
Flat
Ground floor Maisonette

Appendix B: Are the people who want to move...? Other
Widow
Friends

Appendix C: Why do you think your current home does not meet everyone's needs?
Other
Neighbours
On waiting list
Private rent too expensive
It may do
Nearer to shops and amenities
Noisy neighbours

Appendix D: If you or others in your home wish to move within the village but cannot,
what are the reasons stopping you? Other
Have not found suitable house
It's a future ambition when the time comes
We are not ready to move just yet

Appendix E: What types of housing do you feel are required? Other
Property conversion to flats
Houses that are built and sold at a sensible price not telephone number prices
Parish council owned. Starter homes/flats for short term tenancies
Whatever will suit land available
Maisonettes
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Appendix F: If there were to be new development, where do you think it should be?
Anywhere else
Redundant garages
Allotments
Village hall
Convert old garage blocks into terraces and small developments spread around the village
Rice's paddock
Linear on approach roads
We have recently moved to the area and the appeal of the village atmosphere and
greenery was partly what attracted us. It is important to us not to lose either of these
Away from non-adopted Roads and drains
Remove village hall, sell land, build houses on it, use money for one community centre on
playing fields for clubs/pre-school & school use
Top of Wilson estate, Rolfe Crescent

Appendix G: Business & Employment - Where do you think they should be based?
Central
Existing locations
Centre of village
Within existing non-maintained agricultural buildings
Centre of village
Edge of village
Outer ring of the village
In existing properties
Around the green
Brown field areas
Using redundant buildings (those that have been unused for years or are in poor condition)
- this would enable people who have no space at home to create new businesses
Near playing fields
Out of the village
Within one mile of village center
Near the Wickes site, top of Furnace Lane
In existing buildings
By Heyford fishery
By Wickes warehouse
On existing employment land e.g. Wickes, farms
On the edge of the village
Top of Furnace Lane where the commercial units are already there
Furnace Lane/canal side
In properties that are not currently utilised
By railway industrial estate
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Redundant agricultural areas
Furnace Lane
Outskirts of village
In existing/redundant buildings/areas
Within walking distance from village green with parking
Field behind Bliss Close. Upper Heyford farm barns. Fisheries. By the side of any new
development
Next to existing shop
In locations that embody village life
Within existing village or using unused agricultural buildings
More central to village - use currently empty premises which are visible and easily
accessible
In existing agricultural buildings or unused commercial properties
Within new developed areas, or converted barns
Possible land outside village not used for housing
In centre of village for shops. On the outskirts for office units and creative workshop units
Within new developments
Original bakery buildings
Around the green, as central to all the village
Rebuild the village hall and develop site to include space above for offices, their rent will
help sustain the hall and usage fees can be more reasonable.
Outside the village curtilage to lessen the impact of extra traffic flow through the village.
Near present shops
On local authority land
Near the Wickes warehouse
Within the village boundary where suitable spare land is not required for housing
On the edge of the village
In the village
Integrate within village
Foresters or Sun Inn [sic.] (don't think 2 pubs will survive as pubs, one could be converted
or add offices)
Outside the village confines and consideration would be required re Road access to
suitable site - this is a village and our homes - not the work place! We have already had
discussions with current existing companies - most have been resolved - and Road
directions were installed. Current through traffic is worrying and talks are always a point to
monitor to continue our village community-more white vans? No!!
Where the garages are (Hillside Road/Crescent)
Top of Furnace Lane, down by the fishery
Industrial estate at top of Furnace Lane at the junction with A5. Well away from centre of
village.
In designated area
No preference - but would suggest infill of existing redundant space
Commercial units - upper Furnace Lane & Weedon Road
Small industrial estate outside village (as at Litchborough)
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Furnace Lane between canal and railway on past industrial land
Edge of the village
Near the town. Pineham is already a mess. Do not ruin nether Heyford
Centrally such as existing shops
Existing agricultural and industrial sites
As close to the existing shops as possible. There are already unused units which could be
utilised, next to butchers for example.
Shops - centre of village. Others - together at edge of village
Within walking distance as not everyone drives
Furnace Lane
Centrally
Furnace Lane
Within new developments
Empty shop already! Village shop area very congested all day at the present
Near to existing shops if possible
Wherever there is appropriate space and access - but not to detriment of surrounding area
Out by the railway line/Wickes depot
On any farm land spare land
Near centre of village
On outskirts of village i.e. Weedon Road or Bugbrooke Road
Adjoining existing commercial development or farms
As near as possible to other shops
In a discrete location
Unused commercial or farm buildings
Along canal - integrated with boat workshops etc.
Next to butcher
Close to existing shops in village
Furnace Lane (between canal and railway, and between railway and A5)
In the centre of the village
Please note that some comments such as ‘n/a’ or ‘I’m not sure’ have not been included

Appendix H: If you are in favour of creating additional parking in the village, where
would this be?
Not the village green
On the waste ground next to the play area
Near the green
Definitely not the village green
On edge of the village
On the green near the garages
Near the playing fields
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I don't know where there would be suitable areas for this - perhaps if there were to be a
short (if any) list it would be helpful
Can villagers offer parking on driveway to teaching staff? Can parents use village hall
parking for drop off and collection of children?
Hillside Road area
Road side by narrowing paths
Playing fields
Use corner of Watery Lane/Bugbrooke Road for school parking - put down more yellow
lines to stop people parking and causing traffic hold up
Opposite the shop
Use the playing fields parking
Field behind Wakefield way
Around the school, building on staff car park has caused major issues around school
If there is space on the allotment area - spaces not being cultivated - this could be parking
near sports & bowling areas
Unused allotment space
A good-sized layby around village shop. It gets very congested and is difficult for buses to
get round which causes chaos
Extend parking in playing field area
Corner of Watery Lane and the green. Accommodate 6-8
Corner of Watery Lane and Bugbrooke Road (nr old farm entrance)
Taking part of green anywhere will make the village look more unattractive
As above, on the green, which I perceive is a huge waste of space in the village
Make children walk
Most of the people who collect children from the school live within walking distance - so
walk
Let the school park in the existing unused carparks - Foresters Arms, village hall
Sun pub [sic.]
By the green
For shops - American style diagonal parking Road side of trees surrounding green so don't
encroach on green
Changes in 5.1 and 5.2 affect each other - they need to be integrated. Rethink Road layout
and parking slots at the shops, inc. Big flowerbox effect on sight lines
Leave the green alone!!
Close Road outside the school for any traffic, say 8-9am and 3-4pm, unless dropping off or
picking up children
In area just off Hillside Road (opposite Hillside Crescent) - for school use only
Under no circumstances should any part of the green be used for parking and
consideration should be given to removing the Roads that run through the green.
Maybe create set back parking near play area for Bliss school
Not in favour at all as most of the cars that park near the school are for children who live
outside the village
Extend existing parking bay in Hillside Road to junction with Bugbrooke Road
Hillside Road on the green that belongs to the council for school staff during term time
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The paved grass area top of Watery Lane opposite dog waste bin. This could park several
cars if at an angle
If one-way system introduced then parking on one side of street will become available
On the green land that in the past was used at times for a fairground
On the left side of Bugbrooke Road as you leave the village
Some spaces could be given over to parking on a one-way system. Scheme to utilise
empty drivers during school hours. Piece of land on corner of the green/Watery Lane
Triangle of land opposite green at junction Watery Lane Bugbrooke Road
The village green - it's ours! The whole of the parish and protected. Firmly against this
idea. School can use their feet - much healthier. 2 possible choices - have talks with the
playing field committee. They are ongoing quest in buying estree [sic.] area. You may be
able to use car park during weekdays. Second choice - there is a triangle of land on the
left-hand side, just as you leave village to go to Bugbrooke. It has a walk way through - to
Nene walkway. Possible talks to owners
Not taking part of the green
Bugbrooke Road - either back of Wakefield way or the opposite side
Definitely do not take any part of the green! If the school needs parking they should
perhaps speak to local businesses (village hall) to arrange parking at these places during
pick up/drop off? (Perhaps the school should have thought about staff parking before
building!?)
Leave the green alone
Better use of village hall car park - walking bus system to school & preschool nursery. Park
and walking bus from athletics/tennis courts/playing field car park. Walking bus can be run
by friends of Bliss (PTA) for the benefit of all pupils. This was suggested 8 years ago!
Bliss school - maybe area designated with restricted timescale e.g. 30 mins during school
pick up/drop off times
Definitely don't think part of the green should be used - having a big green is a beautiful
feature of the village
Playing field
The allotments
Staff school parking. Furnace Lane - more drop kerbs. Rolfe crescent - more drop kerbs
Village green
Bugbrooke Road. Do not touch village green!
Reduce the size of the war memorial green for extra parking by the shops
Remove planters outside 'One Stop' - they are a hazard. Then if a roundabout was
installed, ingenious use could be made of space for parking for shops
On edge of village, or use infill land
That's for Bliss school to decide. It is staff cars which create the problem. There is no
problem during holidays
At no point should the green be used for additional parking anywhere!!
No way. Not needed
Near to facilities as again not everyone drives or can walk very far
No obvious solutions
Anywhere but not on our lovely green
More at the shops. Diagonal parking bays and no double parking. This would give more
parking
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By the school/play area
I am not in favour of the green being used for cars or car park
Around the shop one stop is always very congested
Close to shops - parking there currently is a genuine hazard
Along the side of the green. Small off-road spaces. Turning up Hillside Road near play
area, opposite houses. I think cars parked on the main green would be unsightly
Do not allow parking on village green. (Not for car park). Village green left, as was given to
villagers not for parking
Playing field
Near Bliss
Near to village hall
Hillside Road close to play area
Shave off areas around edges of village green - would still leave a very large area. No
point in having huge open space and inadequate parking
In redundant footpaths
Near village hall car park
Dispense with footpath all along green opposite Middle Street and provide parking bays
nose-on into the trees all along the green
Encourage more walking
Leave our lovely village green alone. No car parks. Do not spoil the centre of the village
In a field on outskirts of village
Chevron parking along the green between the trees and divert the footpath/pavement to
run behind the trees
We strongly believe that the green should be protected with no encroachment for parking
Dead opposite the school
The extra field purchased at playing fields
Create parking layby from Middle Street to shops by taking present footpath. New footpath
on other side of trees
Parking area close to buss school and shops would be an improvement for parents and
deliveries at shop
Next to Bliss School - between school and Watery Lane
Playing fields - field on the way out towards Bugbrooke e.g. Where the sheep are next to
the playing fields - the green is too nice to destroy
Playing fields
Not on the green
Nether Heyford playing fields
Opposite the school
Sacrilege - the green was given to all residents of village, not a select few!!
In the vicinity of the shops
Use green areas = less mowing. This will make the Roads safer
Please do not take any of the green for parking! The number of cars that need to be there
for the school is surely too high in itself. If there needs to be extra parking it should be
elsewhere. People have legs and can walk!
Leave our green alone! People should walk more!
On the corner of Watery Lane and the green (JS’s farm)
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Please note that some comments such as ‘n/a’ or ‘?’ have not been included

Appendix I: If you answered No to previous question, what additional services would you
like to see, where to and what type of transport. This might include access to cars, Uber
services, Taxis, transport by volunteers, using phone apps, as well as traditional buses.
Bus every half hour. On Sunday before 10am
More buses, possibly half hourly
More bus stops for elderly residents
Any transport service to Towcester, Milton Keynes. Buses (d3) are not reliable for nondrivers who have dental, hospital appointments etc., so any extra transport to Daventry,
Northampton etc. And a decent bus shelter
Buses: more regular at peak times and late-night Uber services. Reliable taxis that will
operate on a local basis
On the d3 bus route, cut out the journey around Harpole and give it to d1 or d2
Bus service is expensive and very unreliable so other options are always worth looking into
Bus to Towcester at sensible times
Bus to Towcester as it is our parish south Northants council. Quicker bus route to Daventry
instead of going around all the villages
A bus every 30 minutes (to Northampton/Daventry) bus link to M.K./Towcester
Need to be more frequent and not go via Harpole (to Northampton). Needs to be buses to
Towcester. Taxis to be explored further
It’s poor and cost far too much! One an hour is not right when Weedon gets 3 an hour
More frequent bus service is essential for young people and for those who can't afford or
unable to drive cars
From 6.00am until 9.00am bus to run half hourly. 4.30pm until 7.00pm bus to run half
hourly
More frequent to enable students to get to college
Another evening bus
Bus service to Towcester needed
Volunteer 'taxi' service
Local dial-a-bus
Yes taxi/bus/volunteer. Something more frequent
Bus route to Towcester
Bus to and from Towcester - also hospital
Would like a service to Towcester
Buses - increased frequency
Buses every hour or half hourly everyday plus uber services as quick and cheap
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Appendix J: What recreational activities do members of your household take part in?
Swimming
Church
Pilates, fishing
Rugby, squash and swimming
Classic cars
We love playing on the green
Gym
British legion
Yoga
Pilates
Flying, dancing
Rhyme time, weight watchers, messy play, parents of tots
Dancing - tango - west coast swing
Educational classes (run by NCC - we could make space available in the village to host
classes)
Narrow boating
Motor racing
Wildlife photography, observation, recording, surveying
Travel days out and about and shows
Bike riding
Dancing
Volunteering for community/sporting events. Bell ringing
Gliding Husbands Bosworth. Yoga Northampton
Swimming at Towcester
Archaeology
Golf
Board gaming
Reading using the library van that comes to Heyford
Dancing/painting
Pensioners
Gym sessions
Quizzes, pub
Lawn bowls outdoor. Short mat bowls indoor.
Pub sports (skittles)
Dog agility
Tennis, cricket
Golf
Swimming
Clasp
Swimming
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Golf @ Church Brampton
Gym
Making stuff doing home maintenance
Yoga

Appendix K: Please tick up to three boxes only to show the improvements which you
consider are particularly important for the village. If other, please write what
improvements here
After being involved in park, outdoor gym and play areas construction design, I can advise
for free on design line etc. Please call *******
Improvement to playing fields access and facilities (inc. clubhouse). Greenspace/park near
river
Improve facilities at the playing field
Open access public equipment
Install footpaths to: Flore, Upper Heyford & Bugbrooke
Maintaining conservation areas
Safe footpaths from village to Upper Heyford, Weedon, Bugbrooke
Skate board park to remove kids from street curbs
Pavements from Upper Heyford and Bugbrooke to Nether Heyford
Help with updating/rebuilding sports club pavilion
General walking/cycling/riding opportunities around and outside the village. Dangerous
Roads to leave the village and some areas are hard to use with a pushchair
Improved clubhouse and changing facilities at playing fields
Support in improving playing fields, clubhouse and sports facilities
Better street lighting
Road and pavement layout at war memorial and shops need improving. Dog free village
green - particularly when children play! Total exclusion of dogs! Owners do not clean up
fully!!
Concrete skateboard ramp for children
There needs to be something for the older children, e.g. A skate park or ramp
Natural park areas

Appendix L: If you ticked any boxes in previous question (Do you think any particular
age group of the population is under-served by the recreational opportunities
available?), what do you think they need?
More social activity choices
Club house
Clubs
Outdoor gym equipment. Make advanced playground equipment e.g. swinging basket, zip
wire
Safe access to local pubs (? On selected events). Consult camp school re activities
Inclusive sporting opportunities, youth groups not linked to schools
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Somewhere to go that is productive i.e. Learn skills look at 'Timebank' on the net
More bungalows round village green
Everything is youth orientated and we need more appropriate modern facilities for those
still active. More footpaths that are not through fields and not containing livestock (esp.
bulls). We need a library facility which is permanent (volunteers run)
Multi use court
Music/disco venues
More activities, skate park for teens. More groups for mid age. Better youth facilities other
than youth club
Scouts
Play equipment, clubs
Multi use court and parkour area, as above
More groups, leisure facilities to set up and run in the village- everyone travels to Daventry,
Northampton, Bugbrooke, Weedon, etc
Areas/places/facilities relevant for their age group
Gym equipment in the park. Dance classes in suitable venue
Climbing wall, parkour, skate ramp
Ask them! Perhaps initiatives with scrambling, driving at Silverstone =, a gym, a young
person’s leisure board
Better playground equipment. Somewhere/something constructive for 10-15yr olds
Clubs of different interests based in centre of village and green, but guess it would be
difficult to get volunteers
Somewhere to congregate (too old for youth club) (too young for pubs)
Clubs where they can get together with people of their own age group
An area where they can use scooters, skate boards, roller skates
See above also a cafe in the village where all can meet (not just Fridays)
Make existing facilities open to all ages and income levels. Do more to engage the youth of
the village
Internet cafe in village hall
Outdoor play equipment - multisport court
Multisport/activity area
Age related activities and access to join other groups in other villages etc
Basketball court
Morris dancing (compulsory)
Everything in nether Heyford is geared to 0-9 years and especially to pensioners. Other
age groups should have negotiated access to the village hall, so clubs for them can be
established
More outdoor activities/areas
Some play equipment for our older children either at the existing play area or in a separate
part of the village
Skate board parks needed to get kids from playing near Roads
More clubs
Free access to tennis courts (not pay membership (child only)
A youth club maybe (not sure if already available but not seen advertised)
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Designated area with age appropriate equipment
I don't know what they want
Could benefit from more sporting activities for women e.g. netball, yoga, hockey
Village funded support for sports - not relying on volunteer funding
Safe places to meet
As far as I am aware there is only scouts/girl guides and youth club for this age group
Retirement club
Better playground equipment
More recreational classes/clubs
All day drop-in cafe would be great. Not just one day a week
More for teenagers - ask them what they want
Light exercise classes
More assisted accommodation
More playground equipment
Basketball hoop net, volleyball net (near play area on green)
Need more things for children and young adults to do other than stand around the street
causing trouble. Dance club - village hall is not used enough
Apart from the village pub there is nothing for teenagers and young people to do
Hall high enough for Badminton (i.e. 9 metres)
Something for the older children e.g. a skate park or ramp
Green areas (Wooded) for rough play and adventure activities

Appendix M: What do you think is the best way of preserving Nether Heyford's rural and
historic character? Any other ideas?
Heyford chimneys as design feature
Does the school make provision for the children re the history of our village and need to
have respect for it
Maintaining green spaces
When contacting the parish council there seemed to be no "formal" idea as to boundaries
and allow for boundaries to be built on e.g. driveways
Appearance should be 'in keeping' but not necessarily materials as this is too restrictive
Keeping a community spirit, looking after each other. Keeping it as a village
Any new houses built in the style of older ones
Protect trees. Ensure new roads are named after village sites
Too many houses built in Bliss Close
Preservation of village green as a facility for the villagers
Care is also in keeping with neighbours property
Shut off Furnace Lane at rail bridge
No monoculture style housing. Copy existing house styles, shapes & sizes. Bliss Close
does not look like it belongs in Nether Heyford
Use stone to build houses and not brick or render
Shop fronts should be in keeping with the village style
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It is probably appropriate to have some limited development in outlying existing clusters
e.g. 1. Lower Heyford 2. Weedon Road b/w Flore Lane turn and Narrow Boat p.h.
Succession of well-established large trees
Providing single storey small properties so people who have lived in the village a long time
can continue to do so
Maintaining the canal and all the footpaths
Not building within 100 metres of grand union canal
Some of the new houses to be built in the vernacular style
Swift nest boxes included in all new buildings. Population declined by 70%
Do not build on the green
Keep public footpath/bridleways accessible
We should be open to some new styles and types of agriculture especially when eco
friendly

Appendix N: Please suggest in the box below, how we should protect or improve the
historic features of the village, such as the Roman settlements (including Watling Street),
the Mill, the Church, Bliss School, the old railway line and conservation area.
Maintenance, signage
Improved access to the above will encourage greater use and awareness. Information
boards and sign posts would help with this.
Think they are protected well already. Bliss wall just repaired and looks great
No buildings unless they are sympathetic to the area
Perhaps talk about these important aspects of village life would give more people an
insight and interest in them. Perhaps groups already existing could do this
Try to involve younger age groups by increasing knowledge of, and interest in the historic
features
Open parts to the public
Keeping up maintenance
A list of historic features should be kept for public scrutiny in Bliss school/village hall
I would rather the school not get any bigger - it is a village school - class, sizes are getting
too big - stop encouraging people from town to join
Make people aware of the local history, more support and finance for the 'Prattler'
Extend the conservation area. Ensure more properties are listed
Promote areas through a village look
Don't charge people to visit the site. Market the village in a professional way
Better use of council grants
By not building houses on them
Grants from lottery
Volunteer groups with funding from the parish council
Making people more aware of the history of the village
Through continual learning and education for the children so history isn't forgotten.
Continual upkeep of each area
Make sure that building plans are not given for areas with historic importance
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Village history publication - to draw attention to heritage and encourage interested parties
Have signage explaining their historical impact
Contact - campaign for the protection of rural England
Museum?
Making sure funds become available for improvements to these areas
Never to build on the village green (anywhere)
Nothing particular comes to mind
All should be included in a list of protected areas/sites/buildings
Have a designated building area that contains documents of the village history
More information in the Prattler. Annual 'improve your village' day?
Have a map/info board on the green, with marked walks that take in village heritage and
history
No development that jeopardises the above. Signage and info boards. Development and
maintenance of heritage trail
Fundraising
Education in school, maybe a visitor centre
Local fundraising initiatives
Gain government/lottery funding
Produce an 'Historic Heyford' map
Maintain balance of the past with the actual needs of the future
Don't build on them! Provide information points. Respect them
Tight restrictions on developments impacting these landmarks
Strict control of any changes and a preservation fund (money raised by council tax)
We have a history board along the path to Flore. Maybe more of these. Also on village
website
Maybe form local trust to address these matters
Don't change anything
We already have interested parties i.e. roman settlements and the parish council have
members to overlook the continue of premises and locations. One can always make known
your interest and would be welcomed
Shut off Furnace Lane
Apply for listing?
Heritage sub group on parish council which can be formed from people interested in our
heritage but not necessarily assigned as an extra responsibility to the existing hard working
council members. We would help if council advertises
Capital grant towards maintenance
Signage, information points, occasional open days, website
Lottery grants
Signage for villagers and visitors to the village. There is already a camping site close by
and we should tap into small tourism
Very important to preserve site of Horestone and Whitehall roman villas, Whitehall AngloSaxon cemetery and roman original embankment of Watling Street with original Roman
culvers for Luddle brook
Sign posts/information
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Ensure paths towards such features are clear
Not allowing unattractive new builds and keep them sympathetic to their surroundings
Bliss school - use grants/section 106 money. The mill - largely ruined as a place of public
tranquility
Work on churchyard and cutting back trees. Encourage community use of appropriate
places
Education, signs, information
I think this works well at the moment
Perhaps promote an historic Heyford society
Speak with the people involved with each feature and work out what would help. Ask the
village to support with help that is needed
Information signs giving historical facts
Form a local conservation group
History boards about features in village
Signboards describing position and history of each of the features
No further expansion of Bliss school. Inform and educate villagers/school children
regarding historic features
Info plaques place in areas of interest
No future developments to be permitted within 100m of the canal throughout the parish
History boards and signage
More access
By the village not getting too big
Get primary school children and staff interested
Protect the green
If they're not already listed buildings they should be, general wear and tear, fixed straight
away
Ongoing maintenance
They should be listed buildings
Would it be feasible to have a conversation group to co-ordinate the work across the
different areas
They should be excluded from development e.g. villa sites should have a heritage audit of
the historic features in order to inform future development plans and a proactive planning
stance to protect them
Preserve - maintain
The Road through the green should be purely for access to houses. The village hall and
Baptist Church - not a rat run for easy access through the village.
Within the Church grounds and northern boundary wall require maintenance
1. Better maintenance of the Church, especially the grounds. 2. Removal of modern
features (kerbs lighting) and replacement with more appropriate artefact in the
conservation area. 3. Few people know about the railway line - could we reopen as a
narrow-gauge attraction?
There is no need for conservation areas, birds have wings and can fly to open countryside
or woods etc
More awareness - info boards on the green?
Protect as community assets
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Get more families & children interested
Please note that some comments such as ‘?’ or ‘Not sure’ have been omitted

Appendix O: The Village Hall is a great asset for Nether Heyford. As part of the village's
heritage, are there improvements that could be made?
Not very happy with the village hall. It is used for so many things
Never used it so can't comment
I think it is fine as it is
To me it is fine
It's fine as it is
We are extremely lucky in our village hall and can't really see how any improvements are
needed
No
Rebuild it, 2 storey, with parking. Purchase land at rear of existing building and push new
building back, giving more parking space
Marked out parking bays and no parking zones
None I can think of
Whilst it is the biggest/great asset, it is not inclusive or flexible in its use, pricing and it's
limited
To be regularly maintained
More inclusive sessions; all appear exclusive i.e. Tea & talk on a volunteer basis
Folk music/dance events
Make it more affordable for residents
It is out of keeping with the conservation buildings. It looks like a cheap scout hut
Too small for size of population - second storey
Village Hall/Baptist Church and school room could be amalgamated i.e. demolished and
replaced with community centre housing the church / meeting rooms / health and
community facilities etc
Knock it down, sell it for housing and build combined community centre
Lower hiring costs for villages
Yes, knock it down and give us a modern, light and airy as per Bugbrooke, Astcote,
Eastcote etc
It’s just a big shed. Make lots of little sheds for villagers and start again
Reduce the rent; it's unaffordable for many in the community to use. Operate a bar. Run
more clubs and activities from it
Improved car parking
Need street lighting between village hall and children’s play area
Needs to be modernised and maintained and retained
Relocate to sports field
No - other than additional car parking to village hall
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Adopt a more historic theme. Display pictures/paintings that capture history and
importance of village hall
Covered seating area to rear (no smoking). Resurface car park. Wi-Fi connection
Parking and letting
Cheaper to rent, more people are going elsewhere now
It should be used more. Such a shame the pre-school had to move out simply because the
hall wouldn't allow the walls to be used for displays. Our village hall doesn't feel like a
community centre, unlike some other village halls
The exterior could be improved to be in keeping with the surrounding area
Keep it well maintained and up to date to attract groups to use it
Perfectly adequate
Disabled space and white lining
Yes - needs vastly improving. Rebuild as 2 storey with facilities above. Incorporate a
purpose built preschool. It is only used by the few and mis-managed by those who are on
the committee
Needs to be refurbished and upgraded to better reflect the spirit of the village and more
policing
Needs dedicated funding support
It could be turned into a functional community centre (see Bugbrooke)
Wi-Fi connectivity. Make more use of committee room
Make more distinct to represent the nature of the village
The village hall is a result of a continued help of village hall management and those of past
and present villages and to raise funds and grants for updating of the premises. Offers of
help and ideas have always received consideration
Just parking
Rental is quite high - probably get more community use (+ this cohesion if rates were
lower)
It's only an asset to those who are allowed access to it!!!! Negotiations need to take place
to enable access for all, and for the car park to be of benefit during day time. See 5.3, 6.3
and 6.4 above. Pensioners control access
Rebuild
Hire fees should be lower
Make it look more aesthetically pleasing
Convert existing flat roof to match ends
Cheaper rent per hour. Expensive compared to other village halls - some free for village
residents - I use other places for children’s parties because of this
Not many people can afford to use the village hall - the fees are too high
Rebuild in brick - possibly two storey to extend
Make it more affordable to rent
Increased use/lettings/groups
General refurbishment
No, it serves the village well
Better outside 'private' space
It is a very good hall and we have been pleased with it for our events
Reduce access costs to maximise % of time in use
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Committee have done a great job over the years improving village hall
Put the car park under canopy
Village hall surrounding area could be more utilised by making the area into a car park
As above, bring in tourists to village they spend money in the centre
This facility is being improved continually by a management committee
More parking. Better use of back area
Tea available all day when no events on
This is expensive to use - making it a more affordable, flexible resource for villagers would
be useful
It does not need much improvement
General revamp
Fine as it is
Integrated pa system
Maybe removing the stone walls at either end of the car park. Increase parking area, and
outline parking bay positions
None except for a complete rebuild with a much higher roof/ceiling to allow badminton to
be played, a bigger, better stage and high insulation and solar energy generation
Make it more accessible to all by reducing the rental costs
Marked bays in car park would allow later parking and more cars parked
Car parking
Maybe an extension to meeting room/committee room
More parking
Yes, too expensive! Not used enough as I’ve heard young people cannot hire it for their
parties etc. Dirty and old looking inside
Put in a 2nd Storey
Outside flora and fauna to soften look
They could actually use it, far too expensive - could use it for yoga, Zumba, craft club etc
In time replace the wooden structure by brick and raise the height. Then possible to install
solar panels
Cannot think of any - improved not long ago
Access is not easy for wheelchair users when car park full
Improve state and look of car park
Consider building a community centre on the playing fields (as per Bugbrooke) and sell
existing site for housing
Parking
Please note that some comments such as ‘I don’t know’ or ‘I’m not sure’ have not been included
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Appendix P: Do you think there are any further shops required? If you answered Yes,
what would they be?
Chemist, doctors
Bakery
General hardware store
Fish and chip shop - in keeping. Better suited gastro pub
Craft shops
Deli/bakery
Restaurants - Chinese/Indian
A deli next like there used to be
Bread/cake shop
Cheaper shop and more variety
Community shop for home grown produce etc. Proper coffee and cake shop
Restaurant/cafe
Tea and coffee shops, bakery, independently run store
Coffee shop, flower and plant shop
Not sure but one stop is expensive
One stop shop area with dog groomer, beautician, vets, dentist, florist, gift shop, cake
shop, all the things people leave the village for
General essentials. DIY. Clothing. Keep post office. Better banking. Cash point
Coffee/tea shop
Fruit and veg shops, newsagents, post office
Bakery, fresh farm (local) produce. Business supply services (printing etc.)
Fish and chip shop, cafe
Bakery, fish & chip shop
Bakery/florist/garden supplies
Gift shop or bakery
Patisserie
A bakery, a cafe, a deli, a newsagent (who delivers)
Bakers, greengrocer
Green grocers
Takeaway/restaurant/bakery
Tea room/coffee shop/bakery (but would it be viable)
Coffee shop/cake shop
Cafe
It would be nice to have a small market or even just a fruit and veg stall once a week
Local run post office/shop. I for one would support local trade rather than one stop!
Bakery. No other shops though!
Cafe, patisserie, fresh bread
Coffee/cake/bakery. Greengrocer. Chemist
Patisserie and florist
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Bakery/beautician
Bakery
Chemist/clothes shop
Bakery
Fish and chips takeaway - pharmacy/dental/doctor surgery
Grocers - fresh fruit and veg. Specialist. Bakery. Chemist
Small independent take away?
Bakery
Near to village centre as possible
A coffee shop
Fish and chips / Wet fish / Bakery / Chemist
Patisserie
Local farm produce shop to support local farmers/businesses
Bakers, fishmonger, green grocer
Coffee shop
Bring back the patisserie. No other shops needed.

Appendix Q: If you answered Yes to previous question (Would you be supportive of
developing a wildlife reserve in the Parish?), do you have any thoughts on where it might
be?
Unsure of where this could be but a great idea for all ages to be involved
Around Dennett’s fisheries. There is already a very rich variety of mammals, birds, reptiles
here.
Crow Lane
Along the brook or canal
Around the fishery and Mill Lane
Near the playing fields
With limitations because of age (71) and arthritic problems but could help - have
knowledge of wild plants etc. Don't know enough of the habitants due to walking problems
The field near the river on the right-hand side coming into village from Upper Heyford
Near playing fields
Bliss School own land to the rear of Weedon Road and adjacent to the memorial green.
Swap for parking space near school!!
Between Weedon Road & canal after Bliss Close. Top of Furnace Lane after houses to the
canal
Part of Bliss School
Near canal
By the canal - Weedon Road. As long as a package in place for maintenance
River side
Along the river Nene near bridge to Upper Heyford
Either side of the bridge along by the river. The fields backing onto the river could be
incorporated into a wildlife reserve
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A long river bank
Behind Bliss Close? Already see foxes, birds of prey etc
By river bottom. Upper Heyford hill
More mixed hedgerows and dedicated areas (ponds etc.) which are kept dog free. Maybe
have bird hides and special events by experts
Flood plain between Heyford (along Nene)
Bliss field to start with!
On flood plain near mill. Between mill and playing fields
Near river
Along towpath, through fields down to Weedon Road
Wherever they want to build houses
Conservation area
The spinney at the back of Winston Close and the cemetery and churchyard
Could this be part of the green which due to its position is almost self-policed
The whole parish area
Obvious site is the wild flower meadow (flood plain field) or fisheries area.
By the playing field
Along river, include sports grounds as a joint venture between NH and Bugbrooke
Conservation area. Meadows: alongside the River Nene. Use of unwanted allotments
(orchard?)
No, being disabled I have no access to local footpaths and fields
Fantastic idea, not sure where though.
Behind Manor Path
By the canal
Flood plains - also keep the pathways clear when walking dogs near the 'beach'
Fields between Heyford & Bugbrooke by Nene and/or between Heyford and Flore (also by
the river)
The land bounded by Furnace Lane and the Luddle Brook
The field opposite Weedon Road, next to the canal or land close to the fishery or in the
existing conservation area (owned by the school)
In the water meadow towards the mill
Along the river bank, close to the riverside path
Close to the Nene
To the north of Church Lane/Manor Park
By the river and the canal
Near the river between coach bridge and fisheries. Alongside of brook behind Wakefield
Way.
Not much available with potential. Land between allotments and river with maybe a pool
and plantings
River Nene
We already have 2 locations and may be our own Nene river could be improved.
Top of Furnace Lane
Crow Lane
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Down near the mill
Any of the green spaces, especially: * adjacent to the playing fields *between Heyford
Church and Flore *waterways and canal and river
In field owned by Bliss School
Linked to canal? Area behind Manor Park
Next to where the ponies are kept up the alleyway opposite the butchers on the left-hand
side or in the land behind the youth club garden
Adjacent to the playing fields (Bugbrooke side)
By the fishery and river
Land along river
Adjacent to sports field
Crow Lane by the river
Weedon Road, near fishery, river, countryside
Area alongside Wakefield Way. Rice's paddock/behind Church Lane. Area between
Church Street and memorial green - where footpath cuts through the rear of houses etc.
Flower meadow
Down by the river
Would be great anywhere suitable
In woodland behind Furnace Lane bounded by Ridgeway Furlong and Winston close
Allotment space not currently used
Near river
In the wild meadows behind Manor Park
Pocket park - wild flower area etc.
Near to the canal, perhaps on Weedon Road
By the river (back of Manor park)
Near to Bliss School
By canal
You should have included a map!! Not easy to indicate without one!
Down by the River Nene
Somewhere near the river
School land off Church Street, round jitty
In the area of 'waste' land between the river bridge and the old lane to Upper Heyford
On outskirts of village
In grounds owned by school in jitty connecting Church Street to opposite Church entrance
The copse at the end of Roberts Close/Ridgeway Furlong. Create a wildlife buffer zone
within 100m from the canal along its course throughout the parish
Fields adjoining the village. Adjacent to canal and river
In the vicinity of the fishery
Swift nest boxes in new buildings. Pocket park (including ponds)
By the river
By the fishery
Near the river
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No idea - river based?
Down by the river (life meadow between the river and Flore) is this actually happening
On the Nene Way towards Heygates
Maybe near the fisheries
Somewhere along the river - bottom of playing field
In arable land by the river
Field on l/s Weedon Road with access to canal
Along the River Nene
Along the brook, parallel to Furnace Lane
Denbrook land
Near the meadow
Where the gravel pits are going to be
In the field behind Rolfe Crescent, The Peak and Hillside Crescent
Please note that some comments such as ‘No’ or ‘I’m not sure’ have not been included

Appendix R: At the Open Day, people raised street lighting as a talking point. If there's
not enough street lighting or it’s not bright enough, where would you like to see more?
Around the green near the bungalows
Not bright enough on Watery Lane and other main roads. If the village will be expanding
this maybe more important for security purposes
Weedon Road going towards the green, very dark crossing road from Bliss Close
Many street lights are not used making walking around the village frightening for women
and children and unsafe for the elderly. Switch the lights on
Watery Lane and footpaths around the Green
Throughout the village in general
Near the Green
Furnace Lane
Middle of the Green - road in the middle
More lighting around the Green. To and from the shop and past the school
More street lighting
There are several 'dark spots' in the village and could be dangerous for pedestrians etc.
during the winter months. More at junctions where dark spots occur
Replace outdated street lights with modern led. Particularly in Furnace Lane
Furnace Lane
Furnace Lane, Church Lane and Weedon Road
Yes - around the Green
Light required in the area of the Green/The Pound
It's ok by me
Church Street
Completely agree, The Green, Watery Lane, Middle Street, Furnace Lane, Weedon Road
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Middle Street
No more needed to our knowledge
Sufficient already
Between the shop and school. Across the Green
Along Weedon Road towards village green
Happy with what we have
None - adequate
Around village green
As you walk down Roberts Field to Ridgeway Furlong. More at bottom of Furnace Lane
(near Hillside Road turning)
Turn them on to start with
Lighting around the play area, to try to stop vandals!
Along Weedon Road up to the fishery
Around The Green
The walk way to and from Church Street and Parsons Close
At the 'gap' between Winston Close and Roberts Field. Also, lighting should be the new
LED style.
Hillside Crescent
Furnace Lane
Wear a head torch, carry a torch, use mobile phone
Top of Church Lane by the shop
All over the village - it's very dark. Roads leading out of the village towards motorway
Any additional lighting would need to be subtle
Furnace Lane (top end)
Improve lighting to school area and village hall area, Furnace Lane canal and rail bridge
area
We are flooded with too much light. Keep things as they are in Heyford
More lighting around the central hub around the green, shops and pubs
Furnace Lane
Everywhere
Possibly around The Green for dog walks late at night
I like the dimmer lighting actually
Weedon Road, play area, outside the shop towards Church Street
Around by the one stop shop
Around The Green
It's ok!
Not an issue
By the Manor
I think the existing is adequate
Yes, at any point that is dark
Additional lighting where Close Road meets the pound
Furnace Lane
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Wherever deemed necessary - your parish council would welcome a repost and talks
More brighter streets - especially Middle Street and Watery Lane
Outside the front of Bliss School
Adequate in most areas. We understand Wakefield Way is dark however
Everywhere!
I think it's bright enough
Furnace Lane
All through the village
Watery Lane
Just maintain what we have in working order
The Green, Hillside Road, Furnace Lane
Between Manor Park and Manor Walk
Feel street lighting is adequate
Everyone feels unsafe walking in the dark
Everywhere
Across Green on small roads
It's quite adequate for my needs
Hillside Crescent
Street lighting is perfect. No more is needed
Around the Green
Street lighting is currently ok
I think too much street lighting could be out of keeping with a village. Best thought would
be to replace with brighter low energy lights
Around The Green and up the jitty
Furnace Lane up to Wickes
Middle Street
Along the green on Weedon Road, not bright enough
Principal roads
Furnace Lane by the shop and by the green
Furnace Lane not very well lit especially down towards The Green
More generally
Furnace Lane, Weedon Road
We have no problem with street lighting
Where it was back in 1995
Enough lighting if maintained properly. Cleaning and removal of ivy etc
Hillside Crescent, Hillside Road, village hall car park
Furnace Lane
More street lamps needed on Furnace Lane - very dark between Roberts Field and Ivy
Cottage
Street lighting is a definite issue in the winter particularly - need brighter street lights and
maybe 1 or 2 additional in particular at street junctions
Along Close Road, village green end
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I feel the lighting is ok
Generally, throughout the village
Up Weedon Road - gaps. Up Church Road - gaps
Existing adequate if used at normal setting
I want less lighting. I live in a village, not a city. We should preserve our dark skies
Better lighting in centre of village
No - there is sufficient for a country village
Street lighting is adequate, but could be modernised to direct down maybe with led lights
Definitely need brighter street lights and more of them, particularly in main thoroughfare
through the village
All residential areas of the village
More street lighting in Furnace Lane area just before coming to top of Winston Close
Do not have a problem with existing lighting
Renew existing old ineffective lights
Change bulbs to brighter led lamps. Improve lighting to housing areas, centre of village,
around village hall, all jittys and Manor Walk to Manor Park
Furnace Lane
Inadequate throughout village. Increase lighting but turn off at 2.00pm [sic.]
On the footpaths surrounding the village green
Furnace Lane
Watery Lane
Footpath from The Green to Hillside Crescent
Along the middle road/path across The Green
We walk a lot around the village in winter time in the evenings and most streets could do
with more street lightening
Furness Lane it's scary walking up and down at night, also the alleyways leading to South
View
More and brighter in general. Can be very dark when walking around at night
Furness Lane, alleyways leading to south view
Weedon Road and Middle Street
Bottom of Furnace Lane is very dark - near the turning to Hillside Close and the Pound
Around The Green, Watery Lane
There is not enough street lighting. It should be placed on main through routes
Lighting should be much brighter at all road junctions
Along Church Street
Access road to sports field should have lights
We should undertake a review of street light provision taking into account needs of safety
and security, and new low light pollution technology
Along The Green
Furnace Lane. Conservation area
Everywhere
Too much already
Outside the village green and school
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Appendix S: Is there anything else you would like the Neighbourhood Plan Group to
consider?
Keeping Heyford’s identify by keeping a good physical annexation from Bugbrooke - no
development closer to Bugbrooke but good footpath links maintained
There seems to be an attitude of 'what can we get' from future developments from some in
the village. I strongly feel we should be preserving what we've got. No one has a right to be
provided with accommodation in the village. It is a quaint rural village not a developing new
town. The village does not need more shops or offices or social housing blocks. That's for
the likes of Upton
School, doctors, Roads etc. before any more new housing
Living on the Road beside the green (north side - near school) I am concerned at the traffic
management - speed and heavy vehicles with poor parking management from school
teacher use in front. Also, boy racers who do not stop at any of the junctions travelling
between Bugbrooke and Weedon Road
Industrial development at Wickes site Furness [sic.] Lane. Now a transport hub with
planned increase of traffic on a large scale. A proper crossing outside one stop to the
green. Also stop parking around the planters/island
I know roads are community responsibility but they are poor in some parts of village
Yes, the preservation of the village green. This was left to the village by Mr. Bliss. The
terms were no spit to be turned, no buildings on it and not to be fenced off. Their wishes
should be adhered to!
This is a village; please do not build flats or commercial buildings as that would be the thin
edge of the wedge. Any housing built should be for the villagers only, not from overspill
from Northampton. Do not touch the green especially for parking. Make people park in the
outskirts, and walk
1. Many of the public footpath sites are rather high at the first step for children and older
folk generally. Perhaps something could be done to make them safer. 2. Something to tell
people approaching the village (who are new to the area) that the main road through the
village takes priority to the other side roads (particularly near the school - people on the
main road often wave me on round towards the shops) and it could be dangerous at times
A doctor’s surgery even on part time basis. A bus shelter that is protective to the user. The
two in the village are useless. Bugbrooke shelters have sides on them
I think it is very important to maintain the green spaces around the village. Wildlife to be
respected and remember that nether Heyford is loved for being a village - it should remain
so - not turn into a small town - as Bugbrooke is becoming!
Q8.7 - flooding, existing drains are combined drains. In Furnace Lane this is over capacity.
I've been flood three times in 10 years with sewer/storm water. No develop should be
allowed to connect into existing sewers until these are up graded
Calm down traffic through Heyford. Reduce speed and take measures to ease congestion
around the school and village green
Address the Road surfaces with a more long-lasting solution. My car was badly damaged
due to pot holes last winter. Many thanks
Priority is for smaller houses for retired people. Not so many large houses. Community
care homes (site)
Improvement to our pot holes in roads
No - we think this survey covered lots of interesting points
No, I'm a happy resident
More parking in Church Lane for people who visit. Half of residents don't have off road
parking and sometimes people who have off road spaces park in road. Therefore, street
parking is getting difficult especially at night for visitors and residents
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Thank you for all your hard work towards the neighbourhood plan
It is important for people to abide by the deeds of their properties to keep the
developments attractive. i.e. no caravans or commercial vans on view. They are an
eyesore. Litter and dog excrement - fines imposed on offenders. More considerate parking
on roads and round shop.
No development on flood plain areas to east and/or west. Areas to south have already
been rejected as potential housing sites due to run-off. Whole village surface water
drainage needs updating i.e. old Victorian or substandard 1960's built drainage. Essential
no overdevelopment so as to maintain village identity. No more overpriced developments
such as Bliss Close
Protect our building line and green belts. Make sure developments do not happen on
Bugbrooke Road or we may merge in time.
I feel as a village the preschool could benefit from its own building. Also play area for older
children in the village i.e. zip wire, assault course etc. Trees at the back of youth club and
houses need maintenance. No parking sign near planters outside shop as you cannot get
wheelchair/pushchairs down there when people park inconsiderably
Stop building houses here. Won't be a village soon!
Current picnic bench outside Baptist chapel, a lovely idea. Could there be more?
A medical clinic within the village - open maybe 2 or 3 times per week. Also reinstate
repeat prescription ordering by phone
The houses they build should be built at a reasonable cost and sold for a small profit and
this ethos maintained going forward on future sales. 'Affordable housing' is not affordable it's expensive and doesn't give people the opportunity to own their own house
Keeping the village green as large and beautiful as it is without filling it up with too many
trees and available for the school to use. It's a big part of our community
Fix the roads
Directory of services - including transport options for the village. Undertake a survey of
types of vehicles passing through the village (lorries, cars, bikes) to see if any restrictions
are required
Doctors surgery, maybe looking to extend village hall or rebuild (2 Storey) looking to
incorporate nearby land or facilities to perhaps co-operate with this, to provide a number of
community things to go in centre of village e.g. preschool, mums, tots
Control of speeding vehicles entering village (Furnace Lane) from A5 i.e. speed traps etc.
Some of the questions were difficult to understand (poorly worded) e.g. 1.7 - does this refer
to now or in the future. 6.2 - I think this means change that have already happened - my
friend thinks it means what do we want. 3.8 - two opposing points in the question. 3.10 if
off street parking is the point. What has car port or garage got to do with it. I know the
group have worked really hard on this - you have been badly let down by the questionnaire
compiler who no doubt was paid.
We live at **. At the back of our house there could be room for 4 cars (these would be for
** and ** Furnace Lane) to alleviate the buildup on Furnace Lane. It would also help
houses further down as blind spots occur. This could get 4 cars off the road in Furnace
Lane? This is just a thought
Traffic problems already. Village used as a cut through as evidenced by recurring pot hole
problems in Middle Street and Watery Lane. Therefore - no large-scale development
No parking on pavements, forcing pedestrians into road (Church St). No parking adjacent
to traffic calming in Middle Street, outside school house.
Instead of the bus route being Middle Street, why not use Watery Lane. This would ease
the difficulty the buses experience of the Middle Street Weedon Road junction
Availability of primary school places in relation to the projected population of the village
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Complete review of the traffic calming scheme - adding 2 yellow lines to approaches to
junctions, particularly bottom of Middle Street. Reduce speed limit along Weedon Road to
30mph
A right of way sign on the Road from nether Heyford to the A45 junction where the Road
narrows by the houses as only one car can pass
Traffic lights at upper Heyford
Street lighting - are there not solar panels that can be used to store power for their use?
Do not start to cut into the green for parking
Any development should be sympathetic to existing village character and should
concentrate on in-fill first
Yes, have the culvert that run under the road and down past the war memorial, Church
Street, Manor Walk and under the Manor and out at Manor Park every 5 years
Encouraging local people to walk to shops and school/preschool not using car to fetch
paper etc
Develop a natural heritage conservation strategy in conjunction with wildlife trust and other
stake holders
Re: 5.2 are people not aware that several hundred years ago a man named Bliss gave
money for the school to be built and also for land for the village green on the
understanding that no spade be used at all on the village green. Also, the land where the
children’s play area is would be a disaster waiting to happen if some of this would be used
for parking. Surely all these parked cars are not belonging to the school teachers. Go to
the root of the matter and find out who's parking there all day and why
I found it very difficult to answer loaded questions and do these questions relate to cost (for
some). The yearly rates would rise alarmingly!
Shut off Furnace Lane and stop it being a rat run cut through
Due to excess parking along Bugbrooke/Weedon Road through the village, grass verges in
front of houses facing the green are being ruined by vehicles having to pull over to allow
moving cars through. It is imperative to find suitable parking area on edge of village with
suitable pathways to access village center
*Improved safety of existing and future y junction at upper Heyford. No right turn from the
left fork when exiting nether Heyford. This will remain dangerous in the new layout. *
Preservation of the village green. No encroachment. *better mobile phone coverage across
the village. *better Wi-Fi for the village across the whole village *report a survey every 5
years, with plans to action forward plans *how to improve engagement and information
between parishioners to build on the good work of the neighbourhood plan group for the
future *stronger negotiation with bodies who influence the village than in the past *the
influences that the revisions to the A45 at Upper Heyford will have upon our villages these could have huge implications for our peaceful community
Extending double yellow lines outside the school
It is very important that existing shops and facilities are maintained and are financially
viable in the village, and therefore it is important to make sure there are enough people to
support them, so it is necessary to build some more houses
I have children who may eventually want to return to the village to live, although not in the
next few years as it would be after their current studies have finished, therefore am keen to
see affordable housing either to rent or buy but preferably latter. Parking restrictions to
stop parking on pavements, happens frequently in Furnace Lane and is hazard for
disabled/young children
Wish lists are fine but someone has to pay - Nether Heyford parish already has one of the
highest precepts
When deciding on affordable housing please consider the ones who earn too much for
housing association properties. Due to high private rental costs this does not allow us to
save for a deposit to buy
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If you don't build houses, the nature and wildlife will take care of itself!
Something to be done about parking outside one stop and near the bus stops. This would
mean a new alignment at Furnace Lane/Weedon Road/the green
As I am disabled I would like to see people not parking on pavements as I have to go on
the road to get past and also parking across dropped kerbs
Encourage people of the village to walk their children to school rather than using cars.
More double yellow lines might help
The general upkeep of existing pathways and alleyways. More garages to rent
Again, just keeping new developments small i.e. small houses that are affordable for young
people and the elderly
1. Sort out junction of the green/Furnace Lane also. 2. Provisions of a proper
"deceleration" Lane on A5 for traffic turning into Furnace Lane when approaching from
north. Also wide entrance to Furnace Lane as difficult to enter Lane when suddenly
confronted with vehicle coming up Lane that tends to join A5
We have only just moved to the area and part of the appeal of the area was the village feel
and surrounding countryside. It would be a real shame to lose that
Continued support/groups for new mums/mums to be. When building, try to vary the type
of houses without forcing them in together. On new estates like Bliss Close, you could
essentially be anywhere, which puts off buying in such a development
Reiterate that our playing fields are badly let down by a very poor clubhouse and changing
facility. Before we extend services, we should ensure existing facilities are adequate
Street lighting has decreased the appeal of the village over the years e.g. by removing it.
There are not many fish in the river anymore. There should be a place where young adults
can try camping - used to be Rice's paddock in my day
See 3.6 and also sell youth club for housing and again have a large community center on
the playing fields for all areas like Weedon and Bugbrooke. A small swimming pool would
be nice too! Encourage private house swaps. We are a family of 5 living in a 3-bed semi,
the next step is 4 bed, there are none under 400k - half a million which come up in the
village, there are some I know that live on their own in 5 bed houses! We need affordable
less than market price 4 bed homes
Consideration given to some restrictions in parking on the streets. One often has to drive
for long stretches on the 'wrong' side of the road or has one’s progress around tight
corners hampered by parked cars and vans!
I would like to see secure, sheltered accommodation for the elderly. At present they have
to move away from the village for this, leaving friends and people they have known, which
can be dis-orientating and upsetting
Double lines outside school house. Accident waiting to happen
Traffic calming and parking in the village. Bad areas are near the shop and Furnace Lane.
Events at the youth club building are bad - no parking in that area
Affordable housing - not just initially for the villagers but when available to re-let - to be
advertised in the village so locals have priority. Currently the housing associations use
their waiting lists and villagers are not aware of the property in the village becoming
available
See 2.6. There are older people living alone in large - family sized houses - often with large
gardens. It would be better if they had more smaller homes, more easily maintained - then
their large homes would be available to families - thus ensuring the future of the village
Bearing in mind that nether Heyford is a village, keep any enforceable housing
development to an absolute minimum
Preserve the village green! If we allow some to be taken for car parking, what is to stop
other developments? It would completely undermine the conservation area. I would be

61

strongly against any development on the green and would campaign against it. I'm
annoyed that it has even been suggested
Not sure what a community orchard is. From experience, people won't generally pick fruit
for themselves, but will accept it if already in bags!
If numbers increase in Heyford over the coming years we could need a new primary
school. If this happened, suitable parking for staff and parents should be a priority
We feel that the grand union canal is one of the most important heritage assets within the
parish and should be protected by creating a 100m buffer zone in which no development is
to be permitted
Policing of cars parked on pavements!
Cars are often parked by the drop kerbs and island near the one stop blocking the crossing
for pedestrians able and disabled. If white lines were painted on the road between the
dropped kerbs (zebra crossing) it would be safer for all
Maybe a few CCTV around the village
Just to say, we appreciate the effort you are making to look after our village
Canal path being wheelchair friendly would be amazing my mum is in a chair and cannot
access it she would love to be able to get along the canal again!
Consideration how to deal with anti-social behaviour in particular owners of dogs who allow
them to bark constantly
Pot holes. Yellow lines around the shop planters for wheelchair access and in front of kerb
drops by the shops. Making the canal path flat and wheelchair friendly would really benefit
myself and family
I would like to see yellow lines extended round the school up to the school house and the
road across the middle of the green made into a path
The most dangerous junction in the village is the intersection of Middle Street and the
green. Traffic coming from the Bugbrooke direction drives across this junction without
reducing speed and most drivers don't seem to look right to check traffic along Middle
Street. Also, vehicles often park on the section between the Middle Street construction and
the junction causing traffic to be on the right approaching the junction. At present it is all
badly planned, extra traffic from new housing will make it even worse
Alternative provision to Northampton General Hospital for things like blood tests i.e.
Daventry hospital - no parking charges and on a bus route or a communal day place to
cover Weedon / Bugbrooke surgeries
Improvement to the roads and yellow lines on green and around school, school traffic
encourages to park at playing fields
A good way to provide homes for our elderly residents is to build a sheltered
accommodation type bungalow accommodation. That will then free up some family homes
i.e. If an elderly person has been in a 3 or 4 bed but are now on their own or with a partner
- they could sell their house, stay in the village in a bought sheltered bungalow that frees
up houses for other community members to buy and move into with their family. It would
also create a few care jobs in the village for those residents that want extra help at home
Sports club facilities, defibrillators in phone boxes, bus shelters for school children. Greater
use of green for fund raising
There should definitely be double yellow lines alongside school at top of Middle Street.
Parking there causes endless obstruction and difficulty at school times. Accident waiting to
happen
Before any further developments in or around the village all the infrastructure must be
upgraded. That includes Roads, power, gas and drainage
Better routing of lorries away from village center
1. Future development of Bliss School given that it has outgrown its current site. 2.
Provision of a health center in the village. 3 investing any development gain in resurfacing
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Roads and pavement. 4. Looking at income generating opportunities for the village e.g.
solar & wind
The roads need to be repaired. The river needs dredging. The environment agency does
no manual work and they are a complete waste - all they do is talk and hire subcontractors
to do work, which does not work i.e. the pond in Bliss Close. The pond remains empty
even after a heavy rain, but cost of maintenance must be high (the mowing of the weeds).
Denbrook needs to be piped. Thank you
Maintenance of the roads in and around the village should be prioritised. They are already
in a very poor state, a situation that will only worsen with population increase and other
developments. Appreciate this should be a wider council issue, but personally the plan will
coordinate with the council
Potholes/Road surface
Not for profit self-build

Nether Heyford from the Air
http://netherheyfordneighbourhoodplan.org.uk/page33.html

Nether Heyford Conservation Area Appraisal
http://netherheyfordneighbourhoodplan.org.uk/SNC%20Conservation%20Area%20Appraisal
.pdf
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Nether Heyford Map
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Nether Heyford ‘Flood Zone’ Map (South Northants Council)
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The structure of our Neighbourhood
Plan
© Nether Heyford Neighbourhood Plan Group 2018

Population Trends
% Increase since 2001

Population of Nether Heyford

16

1743

1637
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1535
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Housing Need
In light of an ageing population, and a trend of population
increase, what did we say was important for us and our families?

© Nether Heyford Neighbourhood Plan Group 2018

18% of Households have experienced someone
moving away in the past 5 years
Not Sure,
21%
Would have
stayed if it was
affordable, 40%
Would have moved
anyway, 39%

© Nether Heyford Neighbourhood Plan Group 2018

 12%
Withof
over
respondents
700
said
that
households,
they or another
that could
member
be 120 people,
of their with
household
50
were
individuals
considering
who would
moving
house,
have liked
but staying
to havewithin
Nether
stayed Heyford
in the village
in the next
few
since
years
2012

Trends between 2008 and 2017 for People
Wanting to Move Home
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Set up first home

Need larger
Accommodation
2008 (n)

Acc. too large

Can't afford, too
expensive

2017 (n)
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Trends between 2008 and 2017 for People
Wanting to Move Home

50%

43%

45%

40%
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25%

35%
31%
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22%

23%

17%

20%
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10%
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2017 (%)
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Parking

Roads & Transport

Traffic Management
Pinch points
Views

favour of speed limiting
flashing signs, 45% wished to
see a 20mph speed limit,
36% a roundabout at the
junction of Furnace Lane and
Weedon Road and 35% a
Stop sign at the same
location at the end of
Weedon Road.

Statements (Objectives)

Pathways

traffic calming
For example…Regarding
measures, 48% were in

Evidence from Survey

Issues spoken about at
Open Day

Cycling

© Nether Heyford Neighbourhood Plan Group 2018

35% would like to take a
small part of the Green for
parking opposite Bliss
School, and 33% wanted to
create parking for Bliss
School elsewhere in the
village. 27% said do nothing.

To ensure the safety and
well-being of all residents by
promoting the introduction of
traffic management and
speed calming measures to
reduce speeding and better
protect pedestrians and
cyclists
Ensure appropriate parking
solutions which are sensitive
to Nether Heyford’s unique
character and needs
(particularly regarding the
school and shop access)

Statements
Through this process, the
NHNPG suggest the
statements here, displayed
in the room, as the basis
for what we want the
Neighbourhood Plan to
achieve. They will be
delivered through the
policies and actions of the
Plan
Everything in the final plan
will have been shared and
discussed across the
village

© Nether Heyford Neighbourhood Plan Group 2018
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How the Plan is Written
 The Plan will cover the period to 2029. This is in line with South Northants
emerging local plan which is due to replace the existing Plan later this
year
 Each section will first reference the relevant objective/s it is designed to
deliver
 This is followed by background information and evidence gathered from
a variety of sources
 The Policies and/or Actions will then be set out as described above.
 If necessary, an explanation of the Policies / Actions will be included,
and finally
 Reference to local and national policies to which the Plan needs to
conform
© Nether Heyford Neighbourhood Plan Group 2018
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By 2029, Nether Heyford will have
retained and celebrated its historic rural
village character, by protecting and
enhancing the appeal and uniqueness
of the Parish of Nether Heyford,
and will have ensured that any
housing development opportunities
have been sustainable and appropriate
to the identified housing need of
villagers. It is a place where people
want to and are enabled to live,
work and contribute, now and
in future generations.
© Nether Heyford Neighbourhood Plan Group 2018
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Next Steps
Once the Plan is drafted we enter a consultation
phase during which time the Plan can be
amended, before it is submitted for examination
to make sure it is fit for purpose and meets a
number of basic conditions.
Finally, you will be asked to vote on its
acceptance, before it becomes a legal
document.
© Nether Heyford Neighbourhood Plan Group 2018
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1. Introduction
Midlands Rural Housing (MRH) is a non-asset holding, profit for purpose
organisation that works to promote and enable the provision of homes in rural
settlements. We do this by working closely with local authorities, town and parish
councils, registered providers and local communities in order to investigate the need
for affordable housing. MRH is a well respected organisation, recognised for its
expertise in this field. In addition to the work done locally within communities across
rural England, MRH is also a key lobbyist and influencer at national and regionally.

MRH is the appointed Rural Housing Enabler Strategic Partner for six Leicestershire
local authorities containing rural areas; the County Council and three partner
Registered Providers. As part of the role as the Strategic Partner, MRH undertakes
Rural Housing Needs Surveys across the participating local authority areas to
evidence rural housing need through a 5 year rolling survey timetable.

In addition to the above, MRH also undertakes work by commission, on behalf of
land owners, private developers, planning consultants, Parish Council’s and
Neighbourhood Plan groups.

The organisation follows established and approved best practice methodology when
undertaking survey work. On adoption of the findings, the results of these surveys
are generally shared with the relevant Local Authority and Parish Council, who may
then choose to release the information into the public domain.

MRH can be contacted at:
Whitwick Business Centre
Stenson Road
Leicestershire
LE67 4JP

Email: Philippa.mckenna@midlandsrural.org.uk
Web: www.midlandsrural.org.uk
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2. Summary
In November 2019, on behalf of the Neighbourhood Plan Group, Midlands Rural
Housing carried out an independent housing needs survey in the village of Nether
Heyford. The survey was carried out with the support and understanding of the Local
Authority and the Parish Council.

A total of 720 questionnaires were provided to the Group, who then hand delivered
the questionnaires directly to all households in the village. Households were asked
to respond by 29th November 2019. 276 responses were received.

In percentage terms, the response rate overall is 38%, which is considered to be a
good response rate for a survey of this size.

The results of this survey demonstrate a requirement for 18 affordable tenures made
up of a mix of affordable rent and shared ownership in order to enable local people
to be suitably housed within their community.

The need for market housing is

dominated by the need for 2 bedroom bungalows. Details of the overall analysis are
provided within Appendix 1.

Property Type

Affordable Rent

1 or 2 bed home

3

Shared
Ownership
-

2 bed home

-

-

2

2 bed bungalow

4

-

17

3 bed bungalow

-

-

2

2 bed house

3

5

1

3 bed house

2

1

3

Totals

12

6

25

Table 1: Summary of housing types required to meet need
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Open Market
Housing
-

The affordable and shared ownership elements of these new homes could be
developed on a rural exception site, should one become available and also subject
to having local support.

Affordable housing is defined as housing for sale or rent, for those whose needs are
not met by the market, including housing that provides a subsidised route to home
ownership and/or is essential for local workers. To be acceptable as a form of
affordable housing, the tenure must comply with one or more of the following
definitions, as set out within the National Planning Policy Framework (Ministry of
Housing, Communities & Local Government, 2019).

a) Affordable housing for rent: meets all of the following conditions: (a) the
rent is set in accordance with the Government’s rent policy for Social Rent or
Affordable Rent, or is at least 20% below local market rents (including service
charges where applicable); (b) the landlord is a registered provider, except
where it is included as a Build to Rent scheme (in which case the landlord
need not be a registered provider); and (c) it includes provisions to remain at
an affordable price for future eligible households, or for the subsidy to be
recycled for alternative affordable housing provision. For Build to Rent
schemes affordable housing for rent is expected to be the normal form of
affordable housing provision (and, in this context, is known as Affordable
Private Rent)

b) Starter homes: is as specified in sections 2 and 3 of the Housing and
Planning Act 2016 and any secondary legislation made under these sections.
The definition of a starter home should reflect the meaning set out in statute
and any such secondary legislation at the time of plan-preparation or
decision-making. Where secondary legislation has the effect of limiting a
household’s eligibility to purchase a starter home to those with a particular
maximum level of household income, those restrictions should be used.

c) Discounted market sales housing: is that sold at a discount of at least 20%
below market value. Eligibility is determined with regard to local incomes and
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local house prices. Provisions should be in place to ensure housing remains
at a discount or future eligible households.
d) Other affordable routes to home ownership: is housing provided for sale
that provides a route to ownership for those who could not achieve home
ownership through the market. It includes shared ownership, relevant equity
loans, other low cost homes for sale (at a price equivalent to at least 20%
below market value) and rent to buy (which includes a period of intermediate
rent). Where public grant funding is provided, there should be provisions for
the homes to remain at an affordable price for future eligible households, or
for any receipts to be recycled for alternative affordable housing provision, or
refunded to Government or the relevant authority specified in the funding
agreement.

3. Issues Facing Rural Communities
According to the latest annual Halifax Rural Housing Review (Halifax, 2017), homes
in rural areas across Great Britain are 20% more expensive on average than in
urban areas. In financial terms, this percentage equates to £44,454.

However, regionally, these figures increase or decrease dramatically depending on
the locality. For example, figures for the East Midlands show a 38% increase in rural
average house prices since 2012.

This equates to a rural housing premium of

£55,426, compared to urban locations. The local authority districts of Derbyshire
Dales and South Northamptonshire have the lowest number of first time buyers in
rural areas, with 29% and 30% respectively.
In the West Midlands, the average house price in rural areas is 47%, or £89,272
higher than the region’s urban areas, and in contrast, the East of England has an
average rural housing premium of 9% or £27,765.

Data from the review shows that first time buyers have more or less found
themselves priced out of rural areas.

They account for 41% of all mortgaged
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products in rural areas, compared with 53% in urban areas. Affordability is the main
reason for this.

Areas which are predominantly rural typically have higher house prices than urban
locations, thus making them less affordable. In 2016, the average lower quartile
house price was 8.3 times the average lower quartile earnings in rural areas, in
comparison with 7 times in urban areas. In 2018, the National Housing Federation
stated that ‘the housing crisis in rural England is acute, with the most affordable rural
homes costing 8.3 times wages in rural areas (National Housing Federation, 2018).

4. Housing Provision in Nether Heyford
Nether Heyford is a village and civil Parish in the South Northamptonshire district,
sitting 6 miles west of Northampton and 70 miles northwest of London. The Parish
includes the smaller village of Upper Heyford, although this village was not included
in the survey. Including Upper Heyford, the 2011 Census stated a population of
1,637 residents.

At the time of the Census, the housing stock profile was in accordance with Table 2.
Detached and semi-detached properties formed the majority with 599 properties
being of this type.

Dwelling Mix (2011)

Number

Caravan or mobile structure

5

Flat – converted house

3

Flat – purpose built

1

Flat in commercial building

10

Terraced

85

Semi-detached

278

Detached

321

Total

703

Table 2: Housing stock profile. 2011 Census
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Whilst the survey identified that that there are a number of bungalows in the village,
the information available does not drill down to that level and the number of
bungalows will be counted within the numbers for detached, semi-detached and
terraced homes.

Table 3 illustrates the number of households in the owner occupation sector at the
time of the 2001 and 2011Census. (South Northamptonshire Council, 2013). These
homeowners either owned their property outright, or were paying a mortgage.

Household Tenure (2001 and 2011)

2001

2011

Owner Occupied

535

565

Total households

646

679

82.8%

83.2%

% Owner Occupied

Table 3: Owner occupancy, 2001 and 2011 Census

4.1 House Price Data
Buying a home on the open market in rural locations can be expensive and a
prospect possibly out of reach for many.

Mortgage lenders base the amount a person can borrow on a multiple of their
income, otherwise known as the loan to income ratio.

In most circumstances,

lenders will cap this at 4.5 times the annual salary. Additionally, they will look for a
deposit of around 20%, although some will accept 10%.

Over the last 5 years, Nether Heyford has, on the whole seen an increase in open
market property values, across all property types. As illustrated in Table 4, prices
have increased by £64,111; a rise of almost 23%.

Research suggests that

properties come to the market in the village on a fairly frequent basis. 107 sales
have completed since December 2014; 21 per year on average.
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Table 4: House price data for Nether Heyford. 2014 - 2019

Taking these values into account, and using the loan to income ratio method used by
mortgage lenders, at the high end of the market in Nether Heyford, a house buyer
would need a minimum deposit of £30,959 (10%) or a maximum of £61,919 (20%)
and an annual income (sole or combined) of between £79,610 and £55,039 in order
to afford a property selling for £309,595.

5. Survey Methodology and Purpose
The survey was conducted in order to obtain clear evidence of any local housing
need across a range of tenures for residents in this village. The information can be
used positively in the Neighbourhood Planning to highlight gaps in current housing
provision.

The information obtained from a housing needs survey is invaluable at a local level,
particularly in relation to local authority, village council and neighbourhood planning
activities. Such information can be acted on locally and taken on board in decision
making processes around housing issues.

In short, it gives planners and village

organisations evidence that can be used to obtain an element of local needs housing
in negotiations with house builders should such situations arise in the village.
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In November 2019, a Housing Needs Survey questionnaire was delivered to every
household in the village of Nether Heyford, with 29 November 2019 being the
deadline date for responses. Pre-paid envelopes were provided for the return of
survey forms directly to MRH.

The survey questionnaire was divided into 2 parts:
•

Part 1 – General Information

•

Part 2 – Your Housing Requirements

Part 1 sought to understand general information about household members, their
current housing situation and their connection to the village, and also whether any
former members of the Parish had moved away for a variety of reasons. Part 2
identified the reasons why household members thought they had a housing need,
the reasons they considered were preventing them from moving, and what their
preferred type and tenure of any new home might be.

6. Conclusion
MRH has conducted a detailed study into the current housing needs in Nether
Heyford. This study has not only investigated the actual affordable housing needs of
the village, but also for shared ownership and open market housing.

There is an identified need for 12 affordable rented homes, 6 shared ownership
homes and some open market homes. 25 households identified that they would like
to move home but remain in the village. 11 of these are deemed as suitably housed
in their current accommodation. 17 of the 25 households would like to relocate to 2
bedroom bungalows.
A number of respondents said they would be like to ‘self-build’ their next home.
These have been included in the number that expressed a desire for open market
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housing, as without a full and substantial affordability assessment of their income,
savings and likely equity release from their current home, it is not possible to say
whether these respondents could afford associated development costs such as land,
materials, agents fees, planning etc.

On average, 21 market homes are sold in the village each year. The need identified
through the survey for open market housing could be met through these sales
without a requirement for new build development.

This would of course be

dependent upon the type of homes sold, and the type required, e.g. the sale of large
family homes would be unsuitable for those wishing to downsize to single storey
accommodation and vice versa.
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Appendix 1 - Housing Needs Analysis

In order to identify the actual housing need that exists in Nether Heyford at the
current time, survey respondents were asked to clarify their need in terms of property
type and size, together with a preferred tenure type. In assessing the stated need,
income levels and likely property prices were taken into account to ensure that any
proposed future housing development would indeed meet the needs of those to be
housed. Therefore, a ‘likely allocation/purchase’ is suggested to outline what any
housing provision could realistically look like.

Out of the 276 surveys returned, 54 respondents classed themselves as being in
housing need.

Analysis showed that 11 of those declaring a housing need might actually be
deemed as suitably housed in their current accommodation.

Reasons for this

include an aspirational desire for a larger property, or people wanting to move to a
property of the same type and size as the one in which they currently live.

A further respondent did not provide sufficient details to allow an assessment of their
need to take place.

Table 5 (pages 13-24) presents the analysis from the housing needs survey.
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Ref

Local Connection

On
Housing/
Self Build
Register

Household
Details

Tenure

Reason for
Housing
Need

What is stopping
you from
moving?

Preferred Home
and Tenure

Likely Allocation
or Purchase

1

Yes
Lived in the Parish
for 20+ years

Local
Authority
housing
register

Lone parent
family
3 bedroom
house

Renting
from the
Council

Present home
too large
Downsizing

No properties of
the right size
available locally
to rent

2 bedroom house
or bungalow
Renting from the
Council / Housing
Association

2 bedroom
bungalow
Affordable Rent

2

Yes
Lived in the Parish
for
2 – 5 years

No

Two parent
family
3 bedroom
property

Owned
with a
mortgage

Present home
too small
Present home
too expensive

Suitable homes
on the open
market are too
expensive

4 bedroom house
Open market
purchase
Self build

Suitably housed at
present

3

Yes
Lived in the Parish
for 20+ years

No

Household
member
living in the
family home

N/A

First
independent
home

No suitable
housing available
locally to buy

2 bedroom house
Open market
purchase

2 bedroom house
Shared Ownership

4

Yes
Lived in the Parish
for 20+ years

No

Couple
4 bedroom
house

Own
home
outright

Present home
too large
Downsizing

Will be looking to
move in the next
5 years

2 bedroom
bungalow or flat
Open market
purchase

2 bedroom
bungalow
Open market
purchase

Ref

Local Connection

On
Housing/Self
Build
Register

Household
Details

Tenure

Reason for
Housing Need

What is
stopping you
from moving?

Preferred Home
and Tenure

Likely Allocation
or Purchase

5

Yes
Lived in the Parish
for 20+ years

No

One person
household
5 bedroom
house

Own
home
outright

Present home
too large
Downsizing

No suitable
housing available
locally to buy

2 or 3 bedroom
bungalow or house
Self build

2 bedroom
bungalow
Open market
purchase

6

Yes
Lived in the Parish
for less than 2
years

No

Two parent
family
4 bedroom
house

Own
home
with a
mortgage

To meet
aspirations

No suitable
housing available
locally to buy

4 or 5 bedroom
house
Open market
purchase

Suitably housed
at present

7

Yes
Lived in the Parish
for 20+ years

No

Couple
3 bedroom
house

Own
home
outright

Present home
too large
Downsizing

No properties of
the right size
available locally
to buy

2 or 3 bedroom
bungalow
Open market
purchase

2 bedroom
bungalow
Open market
purchase

8

Yes
Lived in the Parish
for 20+ years

No

Couple
3 bedroom
house

Own
home
outright

Present home
too large
Downsizing

No properties of
the right size
available locally
to buy

2 bedroom
bungalow
Open market
purchase

2 bedroom
bungalow
Open market
purchase

9

Yes
Lived in the Parish
for 20+ years

No

Couple
4 bedroom
house

Own
home
outright

Disabled, need
adapted home
Support needs
To be closer to
family member

Suitable
rented/open
market housing is
available, but is
too expensive

3 bedroom house
Open market
purchase
Self build
-

2 bedroom
bungalow
Open market
purchase
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Ref

Local Connection

On
Housing /
Self Build
Register

Household
Details

Tenure

Reason for
Housing Need

What is
stopping you
from moving?

Preferred Home
and Tenure

Likely
Allocation or
Purchase

10

Yes
Lived in the Parish
for
2 – 5 years

No

One person
household
2 bedroom
house

Shared
Ownership
Housing
Association

Present home
too small

Suitable open
market housing
available but too
expensive

3 bedroom house
Open market
purchase

Suitably housed
at present

11

Yes
Lived in the Parish
for
10 – 20 years

No

Two parent
family
3 bedroom
house

Own home
with a
mortgage

Present home
too small

No properties of
the right size
available locally
to buy

4 bedroom house
Open market
purchase
Self build

Suitably housed
at present

12

Yes
Lived in the Parish
for
10 – 20 years

No

Couple
3 bedroom
bungalow

Own home
outright

Present home
too large
Downsizing

No properties of
the right size
available locally
to buy

2 bedroom
bungalow
Open market
purchase

2 bedroom
bungalow
Open market
purchase

13

Yes
Lived in the Parish
for 20+ years

Did not
answer

Couple
3 bedroom
house

Own home
outright

Moved away but
wishes to return
Support needs

Suitable housing
to rent/buy is not
available locally

3 bedroom house
Open market
purchase

3 bedroom house
Open market
purchase

14

Yes
Lived in the Parish
for 20+ years

No

One person
household
5 bedroom
house

Own home
outright

Present home
too large
Downsizing

No properties of
the right size
available to buy
locally

3 bedroom
bungalow
Open market
purchase

3 bedroom
bungalow
Open market
purchase

15

Yes
-

Did not
answer

Couple
-

Own home
outright

Will be looking to
move in the next

Did not specify

2 bedroom
bungalow

Suitably housed
at present

15

Lived in the Parish
for 20+ years

2 bedroom
bungalow

5 years

Older person’s
supported housing

Ref

Local Connection

On
Housing /
Self Build
Register

Household
Details

Tenure

Reason for
Housing Need

What is
stopping you
from moving?

Preferred Home
and Tenure

Likely Allocation
or Purchase

16

Yes
Lived in the Parish
for
20+ years

No

Couple
3 bedroom
house

Own
home
outright

Present home
too large
Downsizing

No properties of
the right size
available locally
to buy

3 bedroom house
Open market
purchase

Suitably housed
at present

17

Yes
Lived in the Parish
for
20+ years

No

Couple
4 bedroom
house

Own
home
outright

Did not specify

Did not specify

2 bedroom
bungalow
Open market
purchase

2 bedroom
bungalow
Open market
purchase

18

Yes
Lived in the Parish
for
10 – 20 years

No

One person
household
2 bedroom
house

Own
home
outright

Present home
too large
Downsizing

Suitable housing
to buy is not
available locally

3 bedroom
bungalow
Open market
purchase

2 bedroom
bungalow
Open market
purchase

19

Yes
Lived in the Parish
for
10 – 20 years

No

Couple
4 bedroom
house

Own
home
outright

Present home
too large
Downsizing

No properties of
the right size
available locally
to buy

2 bedroom
bungalow
Open market
purchase

2 bedroom
bungalow
Open market
purchase

20

Yes
Lived in the Parish
for

No

Two parent
family
4 bedroom

Private
rent

Renting but
would like to buy

No properties of
the right size
available to buy
locally

3 or 4 bedroom
house
Open market

3 bedroom house
Shared
Ownership

16

10 – 20 years

house

purchase
Discounted Home
Ownership (Help to
Buy)

Ref

Local Connection

On
Housing /
Self Build
Register

Household
Details

Tenure

Reason for
Housing Need

What is
stopping you
from moving?

Preferred Home and
Tenure

Likely
Allocation or
Purchase

21

Yes
Lived in the Parish
for 20+ years

No

One person
household
3 bedroom
house

Own
home
outright

Present home too
large
Downsizing

Suitable housing
to buy is not
available locally

2 bedroom
house/bungalow
Open market
purchase

2 bedroom
house/ bungalow
Open market
purchase

22

Yes
Lived in the Parish
for 20+ years

No

One person
household
4 bed house

Own
home
outright

Present home too
large
Downsizing

Suitable housing
to buy is not
available locally

Property type not
specified
Open market
purchase

2 bedroom
bungalow
Open market
purchase

23

Yes
Lived in the Parish
for
20+ years

No

Household
member
living in the
family home

N/A

First independent
home

No properties of
the right size
available locally
to buy

2 bedroom house
Open market
purchase

1 or 2 bedroom
home
Affordable Rent

24

Yes
Lived in the Parish
for
10 – 20 years

No

Household
member
living in the
family home

N/A

First independent
home

Suitable rented
housing is
available locally,
but is too
expensive

2 bedroom bungalow
or flat
Private rent
Open market
purchase

1 or 2 bedroom
home
Affordable Rent

17

25

Yes
Lived in the Parish
for
20+ years

No

Household
member
living in the
family home

N/A

First independent
home

Suitable housing
to buy is
available locally,
but is too
expensive

2 bedroom house
Open market
purchase

1 or 2 bedroom
home
Shared
Ownership

26

Yes
Lived in the Parish
for
5 – 10 years

No

Couple
3 bedroom
house

Own
home
outright

To be closer to
parent or other
family member

No properties of
the right size
available locally
to buy

3 bedroom house
Open market
purchase

3 bedroom house
Open market
purchase

Ref

Local Connection

On
Housing /
Self Build
Register

Household
Details

Tenure

Reason for
Housing Need

What is
stopping you
from moving?

Preferred Home
and Tenure

Likely
Allocation or
Purchase

27

Yes
Lived in the Parish
for
20+ years

No

One person
household
4 bedroom
house

Own
home
outright

Present home too
large
Downsizing

No suitable
properties are
available to buy
or rent locally

2 bedroom
bungalow
Open market
purchase
Shared Ownership

2 bedroom
bungalow
Open market
purchase

28

Yes
Lived in the Parish
for 20+ years

No

Couple
4 bedroom
house

Own
home
outright

Present home too
large
Downsizing

Suitable housing
to buy is not
available locally

3 bedroom
bungalow
Open market
purchase
Self build

3 bedroom
bungalow
Open market
purchase

29

Yes
Lived in the Parish
for
20+ years

No

Couple
3 bedroom
house

Own
home
outright

Present home too
large
Downsizing

Looking to move
in the future

2 bedroom
bungalow
Open market
purchase

2 bedroom
bungalow
Open market
purchase

18

30

Yes
Lived in the Parish
for
20+ years

South
Northants
Self Build
register

One person
household
4 bedroom
house

Own
home
outright

Present home too
large
Downsizing

Suitable housing
to buy is not
available locally

3 bedroom house
Self build

3 bedroom house
Open market
purchase

31

Yes
Lived in the Parish
for
10 - 20 years

No

Lone parent
family
3 bedroom
house

Own
home with
a
mortgage

Present home too
large
Downsizing
Relationship
breakdown

Suitable housing
to rent or buy is
available locally,
but is too
expensive

2 bedroom house
Open market
purchase
Shared Ownership
Discounted Home
Ownership
-

2 bedroom home
Affordable Rent

Ref

Local Connection

On Housing
/ Self Build
Register

Household
Details

Tenure

Reason for
Housing Need

What is
stopping you
from moving?

Preferred Home
and Tenure

Likely Allocation
or Purchase

32

Yes
Lived in the Parish
for
20+ years

No

Lone parent
family
2 bedroom
house

Private rent

Need permanent
accommodation
Present home
too expensive

Suitable housing
to rent or buy is
available locally,
but is too
expensive

2 bedroom house
Open market
purchase
Shared Ownership
Discounted Home
Ownership
Housing
Association

2 bedroom home
Affordable Rent

33

Yes
Lived in the Parish

No

One person
household
-

Own home
outright

Would like a
better location in
the village

Did not specify

4 bedroom house
Open market

Suitably housed
at present
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for
10 - 20 years

3 bedroom
house

purchase

34

Yes
Lived in the Parish
for
2 - 5 years

Housing
Association
Register

Couple
2 bedroom
flat

Renting
from a
Housing
Association

Did not specify

Suitable housing
to rent is
available locally,
but is too
expensive

2 bedroom house
Housing
Association

Suitably housed
at present

35

Yes
Lived in the Parish
for
20+ years

No

Couple
4 bedroom
house

Own home
outright

Present home
too large
Downsizing

Suitable housing
to buy is not
available locally

2 bedroom
bungalow
Open market
purchase

2 bedroom
bungalow
Open market
purchase

36

Yes
Lived in the Parish
for
2 - 5 years

No

Two parent
family
3 bed house

Own home
with a
mortgage

Present home
too small

Suitable housing
to buy is not
available locally

3 bedroom house
Open market
purchase

Suitably housed
at present

Ref

Local Connection

On
Housing /
Self Build
Register

Household
Details

Tenure

Reason for
Housing Need

What is
stopping you
from moving?

Preferred Home
and Tenure

Likely
Allocation or
Purchase

37

Yes
Lived in the Parish
for
20+ years

No

Two parent
family
2 bedroom
house

Private
rent

Present home too
expensive
Renting but would
like to buy
Present home too
small

Suitable
housing to rent
is not available
locally

2 or 3 bedroom
house
Discounted Home
Ownership
Housing
Association

2 bedroom house
Affordable Rent

38

Yes
-

No

Couple
-

Private
rent

Moved away but
wishes to return

Suitable
housing to rent

2 bedroom house
or bungalow

2 bedroom
bungalow

20

Lived in the Parish
for
2 - 5 years

2 bedroom
house

is not available
locally

Housing
Association

Affordable Rent

39

Yes
Lived in the Parish
for
5 - 10 years

No

Lone parent
family
4 bedroom
house

Own
home with
a
mortgage

Present home too
large
Downsizing
Family break up
Present home too
expensive

Suitable housing
to rent is
available locally,
but is too
expensive

3 bedroom house or
bungalow
Open market
purchase

2 bedroom house
Shared
Ownership

40

Yes
Lived in the Parish
for less than 2
years

No

Household
member
living in the
family home

N/A

First independent
home

Suitable housing
to rent or buy is
available locally,
but is too
expensive

1 bedroom house or
flat
Open market
purchase
Discounted Home
Ownership

2 bedroom house
Shared
Ownership

Ref

Local Connection

On
Housing /
Self Build
Register

Household
Details

Tenure

Reason for
Housing Need

What is
stopping you
from moving?

Preferred Home
and Tenure

Likely
Allocation or
Purchase

41

Yes
Lived in the Parish
for
20+ years

No

Two parent
family
3 bedroom
house

Own
home with
a
mortgage

Would like to buy
a house with land

Suitable
housing to buy
is not available
locally

3 or 4 bedroom
house
Open market
purchase
Self build

Suitably housed
at present
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42

Yes
Lived in the Parish
for
10 - 20 years

No

Household
member
living in the
family home

N/A

First independent
home

Suitable
housing to rent
or buy is
available locally,
but is too
expensive

2 or 3 bedroom
house, bungalow or
flat
Discounted Home
Ownership
Open market
purchase

2 bedroom house
Shared
Ownership

43

Yes
Lived in the Parish
for
20+ years

No

Single
person
lodging with
friends

N/A

Moved away but
wishes to return

Suitable
housing to rent
is available
locally but is too
expensive

1 bedroom flat or
bedsit
Housing
Association
Private Rent

1 bedroom home
Affordable Rent

44

Yes
Lived in the Parish
for
20+ years

No

One person
household
3 bedroom
house

Own
home
outright

Present home too
large
Downsizing

Suitable
housing to buy
is not available
locally

2 bedroom
bungalow or flat
Open market
purchase
Private Rent

2 bedroom
bungalow
Open market
purchase

Ref

Local Connection

On Housing
/ Self Build
Register

Household
Details

Tenure

Reason for
Housing Need

What is
stopping you
from moving?

Preferred Home
and Tenure

Likely
Allocation or
Purchase

45

Yes
Lived in the Parish
for
20+ years

No

Couple
3 bedroom
house

In housing
tied to
employment

Present home is
tied
accommodation
and will be required
to leave within 5

Looking to
move in the
future

2 bedroom house
Open market
purchase
-

2 bedroom
house
Open market
purchase

22

years

Housing
Association

46

Yes
Lived in the Parish
for
5 – 10 years

Local
Authority
Register
Housing
Association
Register

Two parent
family
3 bedroom
house

Private
Rent

Need permanent
accommodation
Require adapted
home
Present home too
expensive

Suitable
housing to rent
is not available
locally

3 bedroom house
Housing
Association

3 bedroom
house
Affordable Rent

47

Yes
Lived in the Parish
for
20+ years

No

Couple
4 bedroom
house

Own home
with a
mortgage

Present home too
large
Downsizing
Disabled, need
adapted property
Cannot manage
stairs
Present home too
expensive
Support needs
warrant older
person’s housing

Suitable
housing to rent
or buy is
available locally,
but is too
expensive

2 bedroom
bungalow,
retirement home or
older person’s
supported housing
Shared Ownership
Housing
Association

2 bedroom
bungalow
Affordable Rent

Ref

Local Connection

On Housing
/ Self Build
Register

Household
Details

Tenure

Reason for
Housing Need

What is
Stopping You
From Moving?

Preferred Home
and Tenure

Likely
Allocation of
Purchase

48

Yes
-

No

Two parent
family

Own home
with a

Did not specify

Suitable
housing to buy

4 or 5+ bedroom
house

Suitably housed
at present

23

Lived in the Parish
for
20+ years

4 bedroom
house

mortgage

is not available
locally

Open market
purchase

49

Yes
Lived in the Parish
for
20+ years

Did not
specify

Couple
4 bedroom
house

Own home
outright

Present home too
large
Downsizing

Suitable
housing to buy
is available
locally, but is
too expensive

2 bedroom
bungalow
Open market
purchase

2 bedroom
bungalow
Open market
purchase

50

Yes
Lived in the Parish
for
2 - 5 years

No

Couple
3 bedroom
bungalow

Housing
Association

Present home is
tied
accommodation
and will be required
to leave within 5
years

Suitable
housing to rent
is not available
locally

2 bedroom
bungalow
Housing
Association

2 bedroom
bungalow
Affordable Rent

51

Yes
Lived in the Parish
for
20+ years

No

Couple
4 bedroom
house

Own home
outright

To be closer to
parent or other
family member

Other

3 bedroom house
Open market
purchase

3 bedroom
house
Open market
purchase

52

Yes
Lived in the Parish
for
10 – 20 years

No

One person
household
3 bedroom
house

Own home
outright

Present home too
large
Downsizing

Suitable
housing to buy
is not available
locally

2 bedroom
bungalow
Open market
purchase

2 bedroom
bungalow
Open market
purchase

Ref

Local Connection

On Housing
/ Self Build
Register

Preferred Home
and Tenure

Likely
Allocation or
Purchase

Household
Details

Tenure

Reason for
Housing Need

24

What is
stopping you
from moving?

53

Yes
Lived in the Parish
for
20+ years

Housing
Association
Register

Multigenerational
household
2 bedroom
house

Housing
Association

Present home
too small

Suitable housing
to rent is not
available locally

3 bedroom house
or bungalow
Housing
Association

3 bedroom
house
Affordable Rent

54

Yes
Lived in the Parish
for
20+ years

No

Household
member
living in the
family home

N/A

First independent
home

Looking to move
in the future

2 bedroom house
Open market
purchase

Did not provide
financial details
Unable to assess
at present

Table 5: Housing needs survey analysis for Nether Heyford residents

25

Appendix 2 – Analysis of Survey Parts 1
Question 1 asked people to describe their household. 274 respondents answered
this question and the results are depicted in Figure 1. 122 of the households are
couples without children, which equates to 44% of the total number of respondents.
This is quite a high figure, and could indicate that the majority of the population in
Nether Heyford are likely to be older people, with children who have moved away
from home.

One person households also featured highly, with 66 households being people living
alone.

250

200

150

100

50

0
One person
household

Two person
household
(not in a
relationship)

Figure 1: Household composition

Couple

Two parent Lone parent
family
family

Other

Not Given

Questions 3, 4 and 5 asked about the type, tenure and number of bedrooms for each
household.
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240

235

200

160

120
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40
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0

2

OTHER

NOT GIVEN

0
HOUSE

FLAT

BUNGALOW OR
DORMER

Figure 2: Property type

Figures 2 and 3 illustrate the type and tenure of each property. Figure 2 shows that
more people live in houses (either detached, semi-detached or terraced) than any
other property type. There appear to be very few single storey dwellings, as just 35
respondents stated they live in bungalows.
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In the owner occupier sector, 185 of the households who responded to the survey
own their home outright and 61 have a home with a mortgage. The number of
households living in the social or affordable is fairly low, with just 19 households
renting from the Council or Housing Association, or living in a Shared Ownership
home. 7 households live in private rented accommodation.
280
240
200

185

160
120
80

61

40

4

12

3

7

0

2

0

0

Figure 3: Tenure of respondents

Figure 4 shows the number of bedrooms within each property. There are more
households living in 3 bedroom homes than any other. No families or single person
households living in accommodation with just 1 bedroom.

28

280

240

200

160
121
120
90
80
44
40
18
3

0
0
ONE

TWO

THREE

FOUR

FIVE

NOT GIVEN

Figure 4: Number of bedrooms in each property

Question 6 asked people to state how long they have lived in Nether Heyford. The
village can be clearly considered as a sustainable location in terms of being a good
place to live, as a significant number of respondents have lived in the village for 20
years or more. 62% of respondents have lived in Nether Heyford for that length of
time, and 12% have lived in the village for 10 – 20 years.

The village also appears to be attractive to new residents, as 49 people have come
to live in Nether Heyford in the last 5 years.
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280
240
200

160
120
80
40
0
Less than 2
years

2-5 years

5-10 years

10-20 years

20+ years

Not given

Figure 5: Length of residency

Questions 7 and 8 explored whether those responding to the survey knew someone
who had left the village during the last 5 years, and the reasons for them doing so.

Table 6 shows a breakdown of their answers. 56 of the 276 respondents knew
people who had left. Perhaps unsurprisingly, the most significant reason for leaving
was the lack of affordable homes.

For
employment
elsewhere
Marriage or
separation
Lack of
affordable
homes
To go to
University or
College
Lack of
facilities
Total

1 Person

2 People

3+ People

Total

11

7

1

19

6

3

0

9

16

4

2

22

6

1

0

7

0

0

1

1

39

15

4

58

Table 6: Reasons for leaving
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Nether Heyford Neighbourhood Plan – Site Assessments & Methodologies

1 Introduction
1

The initial list of potential development sites relevant to Nether Heyford Parish was identified
through two sources:
•

West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy’s Strategic Housing Land Availability
Assessment (SHLAA) 2014 – 7sites

•

South Northamptonshire Council’s ‘Call for Sites’ process 2016 – 3 sites

2

A total of ten sites were put forward as a result of the above two initiatives – all of these sites
except one (OR 317) being located outside the present village built-up area boundary, with all of
them adjoining it. One of the sites (Bliss Close SNC 932) was developed as a result of South
Northants’ Interim Housing Policy 2009, with 34 properties, leaving nine sites for consideration.
These sites encircle the village, leaving no land availability to trigger a further call for sites. See
figure 1. Land to the north east of the village is arable land in Flood Zones 1 and 2 due to
proximity of the River Nene, and for the purposes of this plan, not considered as available for
development.

3

From an initial ten sites, nine were assessed both independently (Avon Planning Services) and
locally (Nether Heyford Neighbourhood Plan Group). Five sites were found to have very limited
potential for development, one has some potential but with challenges, and three proposed as
being suitable for development as described in this document.

Figure 1 Map showing Village Boundary, SHLAA and Call for Sites Areas
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2 Local Indicative Assessment of Sites
4

5

In conjunction with the Avon Planning Services, Planning Consultants and SNC Planning
Department, 21 evaluation tests were identified against each site, which were assessed locally
by the Nether Heyford Neighbourhood Plan Group (NHNPG) in 2018, as an indicative assessment
exercise leading to a public vote on local preferences. Both the local and independent (Section 3)
evaluations were considered under the overall headings of
•

Availability

•

Achievability & Suitability

•

Sustainability

•

Acceptability

The following definitions guided the process for the Group and for the independent assessment:
Availability
A site is considered available when there are no known legal or ownership issues and the
landowner had expressed a desire to develop. It has been established that all the sites put
forward are available for the purposes of the Plan.
Achievability & Suitability
A site is considered achievable if the site is economically viable. Viability varies from site to site
and is influenced by factors such as physical constraints and the numbers and types of market
and affordable houses. A site is considered to be suitable if it offers an appropriate location for
development and contributes to the creation of sustainable, mixed communities.
Sustainability
A Sustainability development model based on three tenets1 was used for practical tests in the
Group’s discussions:
•

Will developments protect the environment and cause no long-term damage?

•

Will they be financially viable and show good value for money?

•

Will they engage and support the local community?

Sustainability in terms of site assessment focussed on access to services, integration with the
village and its activities.
Acceptability
Neighbourhood Plans must be approved by the majority of electors voting in a local referendum
and therefore the site assessments had to take into account consideration of acceptability of the

1

Maliphant, R. (2018) Local Regeneration Handbook. Sage, London.
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site to the local community, as expressed through the voting at the public exhibition of the nine
sites under consideration.

6

This Indicative Site Assessment Report contains the detailed assessment of each site considered
through the process, and is a comprehensive and robust component of the Neighbourhood Plan
evidence base for selecting the development sites allocated within the Neighbourhood Plan. The
consideration of the availability and likely achievability of the site is balanced against a
sustainability assessment which took into account considerations that are important to the
village community. The decision as to whether to indicatively allocate sites for development was
informed by discussions with South Northants Council officers, the consultant advisor to the
Plan, other Neighbourhood Plan groups, and a considered interpretation of the guidance
available for neighbourhood planning.

7

To be considered deliverable, sites need to be available within the life of the plan, offer a
suitable location for development, and be achievable with a realistic prospect that they could be
developed2.

8

In order to review these sites against the emerging housing needs of the village, and to take into
account a refreshed flood map, an assessment protocol was developed. The NHNPG was aware
that SHLAA sites can be strategic and could be impacted on by more recent evidence; the
village’s needs would drive the appropriate scale of sites. (see Appendix 01 Housing Densities in
Nether Heyford).

9

Members of the NHNPG set up a working group to develop and carry out the assessments in
Autumn of 2018. One member of the group declared an interest against one of the sites and did
not take part in that particular assessment. A call for sites exercise had taken place by South
Northants Council, at about the time that the Neighbourhood Plan Group was being established,
and therefore no further formal call for sites was undertaken; these sites encircle the village,
leaving no land availability to trigger a further call for sites. Members of the steering group met
with identified landowners across the parish, and no further potential sites were identified. At
the time of the assessments, there were no planning permissions for any of the sites assessed.

10

National Planning Practice Guidance states the need to assess sites against clearly identified
criteria which form the objective suitability assessment part of the overall assessment process.
The following describes the identification and assessment methodologies undertaken.

11

In conjunction with the Avon Planning Services, Planning Consultants and SNC Planning
Department, 21 evaluation tests were identified against which site was assessed, under the
overall headings of
•

Availability

•

Achievability & Suitability

•

Sustainability

•

Acceptability

2

Neighbourhood Planning: Site assessment and allocation for neighbourhood plans. Available at
https://neighbourhoodplanning.org/toolkits-and-guidance/assess-allocate-sites-development/
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12

The Steering Group considered each criterion in turn and agreed the range of assessment values
to be applied. See Table 1 for the list of tests and the value range for each. The assessment
criteria were derived from several relevant sources:
•

Neighbourhood Plan Objectives and Vision

•

Issues and factors shown to be of key importance to the community through the
Household Survey, public meetings and consultations with villagers

•

Consideration of National Planning Policies (NPPF), Guidance (NPPG) and the South
Northamptonshire Council emerging Local Plan3 and West Northamptonshire Joint
Core Strategy policies

Evaluation Test

Method of Assessment

Range

Is the land available -immediately, within the life of the
Plan?
What would be the scale / impact of development?

SHLAA / call for sites / Landowner information

0 to -10

Mapping information

0 to -10

Density Calculations

10 to 0

Availability

Achievability & Suitability
To what extent would development of the site
contribute to the identified local need
Is the site agricultural land or other?
Is there any buried infrastructure?
Does the site have a history of contamination?
Location of site in relation to village confines
Is the site particularly sensitive from a landscape
standpoint?
Is the site particularly sensitive from an ecology or
environment standpoint?
Are there natural or obvious boundaries to the site?
Is the site impacted by neighbouring activity
Are there any trees protected by a TPO?
Is the site of archaeological significance or interest?
Does the site contain / adjoin any heritage assets?

Assessed by site visit
Landowner information
Landowner information
Mapping information
Assessed by site visit

10 to -10
0 to -5
0 to -10
0 to -10
0 to -10

Expert opinion

0 to -5

Assessed by site visit
Assessed by site visit
Mapping information
Expert opinion
Mapping information

5 to -5
0 to -5
0 to -5
5 to -5
0 to -5

Sustainability
Does the site already have access to infrastructure?
Can the site be integrated into existing residential
areas by pedestrians and cyclists?
The impact on local traffic
Distance from village centre i.e., Shops, village hall,
the Green, Baptist Church, school
Distance from playing fields
Distance from C of E Church

Local service providers
Mapping information and site visit

5 to -5
10 to -10

Local Knowledge
Included to demonstrate sustainability

0 to -10
2 to -2

Included to demonstrate sustainability
Included to demonstrate sustainability

2 to -2
2 to -2

Acceptability
Public site assessment vote

Anonymous voting

Table 1 Assessment Criteria for Sites

Table 2 records the local indicative assessment of sites against the criteria described, with a Red,
Amber Green (RAG) conditional rating. It also includes the results of the public consultation and vote
on preferred sites.

3

Superseded by the South Northamptonshire Local Plan (Part 2) 2011-2029
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Evaluation Test
Availability / Achievability

SNC
404

SNC
SNC
OR 314 OR 317
310
544

Wakefield
Way

SNC
SNC
OR 312
543 * *
257

Land Off
Furnace Lane Furnace Lane Winston Close Ridgeway
Bugbrooke Rd
Furlong

SNC
542

Land Off
Church Lane
Weedon Road

Rice's Paddock

Range

0
0

0
-10

0
-10

0
0

0
0

0
0

0
-10

0
-4

0
0

0
0

-10
-10

10
2
0
0
0
-1
0
5
0
0
0
0

0
-10
0
0
0
-10
0
0
0
0
0
0

0
-10
0
0
0
-8
0
0
0
0
0
0

2
0
0
0
0
0
0
5
0
0
0
0

2
8
0
0
0
-1
-1
5
0
0
0
0

10
8
0
0
0
-1
-2
5
0
0
0
0

0
-10
0
0
0
-10
0
5
0
0
0
-5

4
-10
0
0
0
-3
0
-3
0
0
0
0

2
2
0
0
0
-2
-1
5
0
0
0
-2

10
10
0
0
0
0
0
5
0
0
5
0

0
-10
5
-10
-10
-10
-5
-5
-5
-5
-5
-5

Does the site already have access to infrastructure?
Can the site be integrated into existing residential areas by pedestrians and cyclists?

0
8

0
5

0
5

0
0

0
0

0
10

0
-10

0
10

0
5

0
10

-5
-10

The impact on local traffic
Distance from village centre ie. Shops, village hall, the Green, Baptist Church, school
Distance from playing fields
Distance from C of E Church

-1
1
2
-1

-10
1
2
-1

-10
-2
-2
-2

-2
-2
-2
-2

-1
-2
-2
-2

-5
2
-1
0

-10
2
-1
0

-3
2
-1
2

-2
1
0
2

0
2
2
2

-10
-2
-2
-2

Availability/Suitability/Sustainability Test Total

25

-33

-39

-1

6

26

-49

-6

10

46

-116

18

24

29

20

3

44

36

53

18

3

53

Is the land available -immediately, within the life of the Plan?
What would be the scale / impact of development?

Suitability
To what extent would development of the site contribute to the identified local need
Is the site agricultural land or other?
Is there any buried infrastructure?
Does the site have a history of contamination?
Location of site in relation to village confines
Is the site particularly sensitive from a landscape standpoint?
Is the site particularly sensitive from an ecology or environment standpoint?
Are there natural or obvious boundaries to the site?
Is the site impacted by neighbouring activity
Are there any trees protected by a TPO?
Is the site of archaeological significance or interest?
Does the site contain / adjoin any heritage assets?

Sustainability

What are the flooding factors which need to be taken into consideration?

Public preferences

Table 2 RAG Rated Indicative Assessment of Sites
Notes
*Since these tests were undertaken, both SNC554 and SNC 543 were reallocated as ‘Priority Habitat Inventory - Deciduous Woodland (England)’, and therefore become unavailable for
development at this time.
The remaining highest rated public preference of SNC257 is a suggested site for development in the independent assessment of sites.

3 Independent Assessment of Sites
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In 2020 an independent assessment of sites was undertaken by Avon Planning Services Ltd,
Independent Planning & Development Consultants. Each site is presented here as reported by
them.

Note: Sites are also referred to by numbers 1-9, as shown on the plan maps. These do not show accurate indications of the
village boundary, which is for illustration only.

Site Reference

Site Area (approx.)

Site Capacity
(based on site area only)

Site 1 (SNC542)

1.0 ha

Approximately 25 dwellings

Site Address
Land West of Manor Park / North of Church Lane

Site Description
The site is an open field/paddock situated at the northwest corner of the village and is located
north of Church Lane and west of Manor Park. Ground conditions during the site inspection were
very sodden. This was after a period of heavy rainfall.
The site can be accessed through a 5-bar gate at either end of a single-width, grass track off Church
Lane. The track continues diagonally through the site from southeast to northwest. A large pole
mounted distribution transformer sits at the site’s southeast corner.
The Grade II listed, Heyford Lodge, sits at the southeast corner of the site and the grass track access
to the site borders the boundary wall of Heyford Lodge.
The site sits behind residential dwellings which are situated to the site’s southern and eastern
boundaries. Open fields line the site’s northern and western boundaries.
Large hedgerows/shrubs and some trees line the site’s northern and western boundaries. Post and
wire fencing can be found along the southern and eastern boundaries.
PRoWs (Public Right of Ways) line the exterior of the site’s southern and eastern boundaries. The
eastern PRoW being the Nene Way. Views to hills lying northeast of the site can be seen from the
southern boundary.

Plan

Aerial Photo

Relevant Planning History
No relevant planning history found.
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Site Photos
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Site Constraints

Status – The site represents greenfield land which is defined in national planning policy.
The site sits outside the development boundary but borders it along its southern and eastern
boundaries.
Highways – The current vehicular access to the site is via a narrow, single width grass track/access
off Church Lane which is also the PRoW. Church Lane itself is a narrow lane with a 30mph speed
limit. The site is located near a bend looking east possibly limiting visibility.
Topography – The site is generally flat. It is generally unconstrained by topography.
Landscape – The site is moderately well contained from distance views with a combination of tall
hedgerows/shrubs and post and wire fencing lining the site’s perimeter and residential dwellings
situated to the south and east. The site is a greenfield site at the edge of the village which leads to
open countryside to the north and west of the site. With views to the hills northeast of the site and
the site’s proximity to the Grade II listed Heyford Lodge, development of this site may have a visual
impact on the local and wider landscape character and setting.
Flooding and Drainage – The majority of the site falls within Flood Zone 2 (medium risk) of river
(fluvial) flooding but may benefit from the flood defences to the north of the site. With the
exception of the northern boundary, which is in a high-risk surface water flooding area, the site is in
an area of very low risk of surface water (pluvial) flooding.

Fluvial (River) Flood Risk
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Site 1

Pluvial (Surface Water) Flood Risk

Sustainability and Accessibility – Nether Heyford has a wide range of local amenities. It has a
number of small businesses which include a guest house, hair dresser, butcher and two public
houses (The Olde Sun and Foresters Arms) – all within the village centre. The village is served by
two churches the Nether Heyford Baptist Church and Nether Heyford Parish Church of St. Peter and
St. Paul. A large allotment and recreation ground, home to Nether Heyford’s tennis, football, cricket
and bowls clubs, are located along the eastern side of the village, east of Watery Lane. Within the
village are two schools: Nether Heyford Pre-School and The Bliss Charity Primary School.
There are numerous secondary schools nearby in Bugbrook, Daventry and Northampton. The
nearest secondary school in Campion Secondary School in Bugbrooke approximately 3.5km away.
The numerous secondary schools in Northampton and Daventry including 2 academies in Daventry
approximately 12km away and more than 10 approximately in Northampton between 8 and 14km
away.
In close proximity to the village green at the heart of the village are the One Stop Store mini-market
(including an off-licence and post office) and the village hall which is the meeting place for
numerous clubs, organisations and activities.
Nether Heyford has a reasonably good bus service that runs regularly from Northampton to
Daventry with stops at Close Road, Foresters Arms, the Bliss Charity Primary School and Wakefield
Way/Bugbrooke Road.
The nearest railway stations are located at Northampton (11km away) and Long Buckby (12km
away).
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The site is approximately 50 meters from the pre-school, from 0.5km from the Bliss Charity Primary
School and 0.3km from the shop and village hall. Routes to the store, eateries, village hall, pubs and
school benefit from pavement access along from the entrance at Church Lane.
Natural Heritage – With the exception of the hedgerows and trees associated with the site, as an
open field, the site itself has a relatively low ecological value but potential ecological improvements
are possible.
Built Heritage – The site sits in close proximity to the grounds of Grade II listed Heyford Lodge and
the conservation area boundary at is southeast corner.

Conclusion

This site is a greenfield site situated outside the development boundary behind existing residential
dwellings to the south and east.
Currently access to the site is via a narrow track which will significantly limit the scope for potential
development. The site is located near a bend looking east possibly limiting visibility. An assessment
by the Highways department will be required should a development proposal come forward for the
site.
The site is not constrained by topography and any housing development on the site would be
contained to some extent by residential dwellings to the south and east and hedgerows/fencing to
the north and west.
The majority of the site sits in zone 2 (medium risk) for fluvial flooding. Only narrow strips of the
land along the eastern and southern boundaries have no risk. However, the site might benefit from
the flood defences located north of the site. With regard to pluvial flooding, the majority of the site
has no risk, with the exception of the northern boundary which is in zone 3 (high risk). If a
development proposal were to come forward for the site, it is likely that a flood risk assessment
would be required for the site.
The site is highly accessible from the village amenities and bus stops with pavements along the
opposite side of Church Lane making these routes relatively safe and convenient. Being in close
proximity to the pre-school and church, there are strong opportunities for social integration.
The site has limited ecological potential but has significant opportunities for enhancement.
Whilst the site is adjacent to the conservation area and the listed Heyford Lodge at its southeast
corner, the development of the site is likely to have little impact on the heritage asset given it would
be hidden behind existing dwellings. Careful consideration needs to be given to the setting of the
heritage asset particularly along the proposed access.
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The narrow access to the site and potential fluvial flooding poses two of the biggest challenges to
redeveloping this greenfield site. However, there may be scope to create a linear development of
dwellings along the southern boundary, subject to there being no adverse impact on the existing
adjoining residential properties.
Given the identified housing need for the village, a development of 25 dwellings across the whole
site is not justified.
However, a smaller development of up to 5 houses confined to the southern boundary of the site
may be acceptable. A larger development across the wider site, having regard to the constraints of
the site i.e., its position in flood zone 2, impact on the setting of heritage asset and the narrow
access would not be appropriate.
The development of a small part of the site along the southern boundary with a high-quality design
which is respectful of the neighbouring properties has potential for up to 5 dwellings (subject to
Highway Authority approval).
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Site Reference

Site Area (approx.)

Site Capacity
(based on site area only)

Site 2 (SNC257)

1.54 ha

Approximately 35 dwellings

Site Address
Land North of Church Lane

Site Description
The site forms part of an open field on the north-western side of the village. On inspection it has
been recently ploughed and is therefore in active agricultural use. Ground conditions during the site
inspection were very sodden. This was after a period of heavy rainfall.
The site is located north of Church Lane. Residential dwellings sit opposite the site to the south of
Church Lane and are adjacent to the site’s eastern border. Open fields surround the site to the
north and west. Trim hedgerows line the road frontage to the south and west and high hedgerows
and trees line the northeast and west boundaries. A PRoW runs in close proximity to the north of
the site. Some views to hills northeast of the site are visible.
Views into the site are limited to those seen from the PRoW north of the site and the 5-bar gate at
the southwest corner of the overall field but neither is included within the proposed site itself. No
other access was discernible on inspection.

Aerial Photo
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Relevant Planning History
No relevant planning history found.

Site Photos

Site Constraints

Status – The site represents greenfield land which is defined in national planning policy.
The site sits outside the development boundary but borders it along its southern and eastern
boundaries.
Highways – The current vehicular access is through a 5-bar gate in the southwest corner of the field.
This section of Church Lane is relatively narrow. The lane also has a distinct bend at the southeast
corner of the site which could impact on access visibility depending where access is created along
the site’s frontage. The site’s southern boundary is at a higher elevation to Church Lane and would
need to be taken into account when creating the access. The speed limit along Church Lane is
30mph.
The site does not benefit from pavement access. The nearest pavement is near the southeast
corner.
Topography – The site is generally flat with a slight slope from north to south. It is generally
unconstrained by topography. The site is very exposed in a relatively open and flat landscape with
PRoWs north and south of the site.
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Landscape – The site is generally well contained with hedgerows along the site’s southern and
eastern boundaries providing a degree of containment from the existing built environment.
However, the site is exposed to open countryside to the north and west. The site is a greenfield site
at the edge of the village which leads to open countryside to the north and west of the site. With
views to the hills northeast of the site, development of this site would have some visual impact on
the local and wider landscape character and setting.
Flooding and Drainage – The site falls within Flood Zone 1 (low risk) for both river (fluvial) flooding
and surface water (pluvial) flooding.

Fluvial (River) Flood Risk

Site 2

Pluvial (Surface Water) Flood Risk

17
Nether Heyford Neighbourhood Plan – Site Assessments & Methodologies

Sustainability and Accessibility – Nether Heyford has a wide range of local amenities. St Margaret’s
C of E Primary School is located on Main Street. It has a number of small businesses which include a
guest house, hair dresser, butcher, baker and two public houses (The Olde Sun and Foresters Arms)
– all within the village centre. The village is served by two churches the Nether Heyford Baptist
Church and Nether Heyford Parish Church of St. Peter and St. Paul. A large allotment and recreation
ground, home to Nether Heyford’s tennis, football, cricket and bowls clubs, are located along the
eastern side of the village, east of Watery Lane. Within the village are two schools: Nether Heyford
Pre-School and The Bliss Charity Primary School.
There are numerous secondary schools nearby in Bugbrook, Daventry and Northampton. The
nearest secondary school in Campion Secondary School in Bugbrooke approximately 3.5km away.
The numerous secondary schools in Northampton and Daventry including 2 academies in Daventry
approximately 12km away and more than 10 approximately in Northampton between 8 and 14km
away.
In close proximity to the village green at the heart of the village are the One Stop Store mini-market
(including an off-licence and post office) and the village hall which is the meeting place for
numerous clubs, organisations and activities.
Nether Heyford has a reasonably good bus service that runs regularly from Northampton to
Daventry with stops at Close Road, Foresters Arms, the Bliss Charity Primary School and Wakefield
Way/Bugbrooke Road.
The nearest railway stations are located at Northampton (11km away) and Long Buckby (12km
away).
The site is approximately 135 meters from the pre-school, from 0.5km from the Bliss Charity Primary
School and 0.3km from the shop and village hall. Routes to the store, eateries, village hall, pubs and
school do not benefit from pavement access.
Natural Heritage – With the exception of the hedgerows and trees associated with the site, as an
open field, the site itself has a relatively low ecological value but potential ecological improvements
are possible.
Built Heritage – There are no heritage assets in close proximity to the site.

Conclusion
This site is a greenfield site with existing residential dwellings opposite (to the south) and adjacent
(to the east).
Current access to the site is in the south-western corner of the site currently being promoted. A
new access would have to be created along the narrower section of Church Lane where there is a
height difference between the site’s southern boundary and the lower level of the lane should a
smaller site be promoted.
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The site is not constrained by topography and any housing development on the site would currently
only be contained by residential dwellings and hedgerows to the south and east. However, the site
is very exposed in a relatively open and flat landscape with national footpaths to the north. Any
development on this site would have to have very significant landscape buffer zones (10-15 meters
in width) along the northern and western boundaries to mitigate the visual impact of any
development.
The majority of the site sits in zone 1 (low risk) for fluvial flooding and pluvial flooding.
With pavements on Church Lane only at the southeast corner of the site’s exterior, its overall
accessibility is currently limited. If this could be overcome, the site would be highly accessible from
the village amenities and bus stops making these routes relatively safe and convenient from Church
Lane. Being in close proximity to the pre-school and church, there are strong opportunities for
social integration.
The site has limited ecological value at present (other than existing hedgerows which would need to
be retained where possible) but has significant opportunities for enhancement.
The development of the site is likely to have little or no adverse impacts on heritage assets.
The lack of pedestrian access as well as the narrowness, visibility and height difference of Church
Lane poses the biggest challenges to redeveloping this greenfield site.
Given the identified housing need for the village, a development of 35 dwellings across the whole
site is not justified.
However, subject to a high-quality design which is respectful of the neighbouring properties amenity
and existing settlement pattern/character the site has potential for approximately 10-12 dwellings
provided the highway constraints (i.e., lack of pavement, street lights, and gradient difference
between road, verge and site) are satisfactorily addressed.
Whilst there may be an engineering solution to these problems, it is important to ensure that those
solutions would respect the semi-rural character of the lane.
A smaller development of up to 12 houses confined to a linear development along the southern
boundary of the site may be acceptable.
The development of a smaller section of the site along the southern boundary with a high-quality
design has potential for up to 12 dwellings (subject to Highway Authority approval).
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Site Reference

Site Area (approx.)

Site Capacity
(based on site area only)

Site 3 (OR312)

3.1ha

Approximately 75 dwellings

Site Address
Land southwest of Weedon Road

Site Description
The site is part of a large open field on the western side of the village. It is situated south of Weedon
Road. Residential dwellings sit opposite the site to the northwest and run parallel to the northeast
boundaries and parts of the southeast. Part of the southeast boundary runs parallel to a wooded area.
Open fields surround the site to the northwest and southwest.
On inspection the site had been recently ploughed and is therefore in active agricultural use. Ground
conditions during the site inspection were very sodden. This was after a period of heavy rainfall.
The Grand Union Canal and associated PRoW (Grand Union Canal Walk / Midshires Way) lie to the
south and west of the site. Trim hedgerows line the road frontage to the northeast with a combination
of trees and hedges along the west, northwest and part of the southwest boundary. A large section of
the southwest boundary borders the open field. Post and rail fencing lines the southeast boundary.

Aerial Photo
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Relevant Planning History
Planning Information Historic
Application
Number

Location

Proposal

Received
Date

S/1990/0442/PO

Land Off
Weedon Road
Nether Heyford

Residential Development
(Outline)

26/04/1990 (10) Refusal

14/06/1990 Website

Location

Proposal

Received
Date

Decision

Decision
Date

Weedon Road
Nether Heyford

Residential development
of up to 99 dwellings
including access and
infrastructure works
(Outline)

22/04/2014

10 - Appeal
Withdrawn

03/07/2014 Website

S/2015/1523/MAO

Land off
Weedon Road
Nether Heyford

Residential development
of up to 95 dwellings
including access and
infrastructure works with
all other matters reserved
(outline).

30/06/2015

10 - Appeal
Withdrawn

24/09/2015 Website

S/2014/0123/SCR

Land off
Weedon Road
Nether Heyford

Screening opinion for
residential development
for approx. 100 homes

10 Environmental
03/02/2014
Assessment
not required

Decision

Decision
Date

Planning
Register

Planning Information
Application
Number

S/2014/0602/MAO

Planning
Register

14/02/2014 Website

Although the applications above are for the whole field that borders the Grand Union Canal, the
concerns raised by South Northamptonshire Council in the most recent appeal (S/2015/1523/MAO)
included:
•
•
•
•
•

•

The proposals conflict with the Local Plan and Joint Core Strategy with regard to building in the
open countryside and outside the development boundary.
Its scale and development were inappropriate for the existing settlement pattern
Conflict with the environmental and social aims and the promotion of sustainable development
The Council has met its 5 Year Housing Land Supply
That sufficient improvement or provision was included of: Education infrastructure, Affordable
housing; Highway mitigation measures; Public transport commuted sum; Primary healthcare;
Play and recreation space; Community and strategic facilities, Library infrastructure;
Refuse/recycling;
That adequate flood risk assessment is undertaken that conforms with PPG and NPPF
requirements.
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Site Photos

Site Constraints
Status – The site represents greenfield land which is defined in national planning policy.
The site sits outside the development boundary but borders it along its southwestern boundary.
Highways – The current vehicular access to the site via an existing entrance off Weedon Road. The
speed limit for the road is 30mph. Visibility is limited as there is a slight bend and brow looking
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southwest and a more severe bend looking northeast. The site frontage does not benefit from
pedestrian pavements. However, pavement access is available on the opposite side of the road.
Topography – The site is relatively flat and generally unconstrained by topography.
Landscape – The site is partially contained with hedgerows, trees and fencing lining the site’s
boundaries to the northeast and southwest but open on the other two sides. The site is a greenfield
site at the edge of the village which leads to open countryside to the north and west of the site.
Development of this site would have some visual impact on the local and wider landscape character
and setting in particular along the canal corridor.
Flooding and Drainage – The site falls within Flood Zone 1 (low risk) for both river (fluvial) flooding and
surface water (pluvial) flooding.

Fluvial (River) Flood Risk
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Site 3

Pluvial (Surface Water) Flood Risk

Sustainability and Accessibility – Nether Heyford has a wide range of local amenities. St Margaret’s C
of E Primary School is located on Main Street. It has a number of small businesses which include a
guest house, hair dresser, butcher, baker and two public houses (The Olde Sun and Foresters Arms) – all
within the village centre. The village is served by two churches the Nether Heyford Baptist Church and
Nether Heyford Parish Church of St. Peter and St. Paul. A large allotment and recreation ground, home
to Nether Heyford’s tennis, football, cricket and bowls clubs, are located along the eastern side of the
village, east of Watery Lane. Within the village are two schools: Nether Heyford Pre-School and The
Bliss Charity Primary School.
There are numerous secondary schools nearby in Bugbrook, Daventry and Northampton. The nearest
secondary school in Campion Secondary School in Bugbrooke approximately 3.5km away. The
numerous secondary schools in Northampton and Daventry including 2 academies in Daventry
approximately 12km away and more than 10 approximately in Northampton between 8 and 14km
away.
In close proximity to the village green at the heart of the village are the One Stop Store mini-market
(including an off-licence and post office) and the village hall which is the meeting place for numerous
clubs, organisations and activities.
Nether Heyford has a reasonably good bus service that runs regularly from Northampton to Daventry
with stops at Close Road, Foresters Arms, the Bliss Charity Primary School and Wakefield
Way/Bugbrooke Road.
The nearest railway stations are located at Northampton (11km away) and Long Buckby (12km away).
The site is approximately 0.3km from the pre-school, from 0.5km from the Bliss Charity Primary School
and 0.3km from the shop and village hall. Routes to the store, eateries, village hall, pubs and school do
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not benefit from pavement access however there is pavement access along the opposite side of the
road.
Natural Heritage – With the exception of the hedgerows and trees associated with the site, as an open
field, the site itself has a relatively low ecological value. However, the site abuts an important wildlife
and canal corridor. There may be potential biodiversity improvements through sensitive and
appropriate development of the site.
Built Heritage – There are no heritage assets in close proximity to the site.

Conclusion
This site is a greenfield site situated adjacent to existing residential dwellings to the south and east.
Access through an existing entrance is available off Weedon Road. Visibility is likely to be a constrained
due to bends in the road and would need to be carefully assessed by the Highways Department.
The site is not constrained by topography and any housing development on the site would be contained
to some extent by residential dwellings to the south and east and hedgerows to the north and west.
The site sits in zone 1 (low risk) for fluvial and pluvial flooding.
The site is reasonably accessible from the village amenities and bus stops with pavements along the
opposite side of Weedon Road making these routes relatively safe and convenient from Church Lane.
Being in close proximity to amenities, there are strong opportunities for social integration.
The site has limited ecological value but abuts an important wildlife corridor (the canal).
The development of the site is likely to have little or no adverse impact on heritage assets.
Given the identified housing need for the village, a development of approximately 75 dwellings across
the whole site is not justified and would represent an inappropriate scale of development for the
village.
Given the conclusions of the recent appeal Inspectors, even a development of a smaller portion of the
site with a high-quality residential development of up to 10 homes has limited potential. Concerns and
constraints raised during previous planning applications remain outstanding.
In light of the above the site has limited potential for development.
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Site Reference

Site Area (approx.)

Site Capacity
(based on site area only)

Site 4 (SNC543)

0.8ha

Approximately 18 dwellings

Site Address
Small wood and garden land south of Roberts Field / west of Ridgeway Furlong

Site Description
The majority of the site consists of a small, thicket of woodland of predominantly broadleaf trees
such as Lime and Ash and deciduous shrubs with dense undergrowth of ivy and bramble. Post and
rail fencing lines the western boundary and a small brook meanders along its western boundary.
There is no public access to this part of the site but it is visible along the north-western boundary.
Open countryside borders the site to the west with the Grand Union Canal and associated walk/
national Midshires Way beyond. Adjacent to the site along Ridgeway Furlong is a small privately
managed nature reserve. A similar thicket lines the site to the south. Residential dwellings
surround the site to the north and east.
Small thin strips of garden land associated with the Youth Club at upper northeast side of the site
is also inaccessible but visible along Ridgeway Furlong. This land is lined with feather board
fencing.

Aerial Photo
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Relevant Planning History
No relevant planning history found.

Site Photos
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Site Constraints
Status – The site represents greenfield land which is defined in national planning policy.
The site sits outside the development boundary but borders it along its eastern boundary.
Highways – There is no vehicular access to the site. Possible vehicular access to the site would be
possible through the garden area of the Youth Club property off Ridgeway Furlong where there is
the benefit of pavement access as well and good visibility. This road is in a 30mph speed limit
area.
Topography – The garden area is flat and generally unconstrained by topography. Without access
to the woodland, it was not possible to discern its topography.
Landscape – Both parts of the site are well-contained by fencing. The wooded area is in an
exposed area to the west. Views to it can be seen from the surrounding dwellings and from the
Midshires Way/Grand Union Canal Walk to the west.
Flooding and Drainage – Because of the brook that meanders along its north-western boundary,
this part of the site falls within Flood Zone 1 and 2 (medium and high risk) for both river (fluvial)
flooding and surface water (pluvial) flooding.

Fluvial (River) Flood Map
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Site 4

Pluvial (Surface Water) Flood Map

Sustainability and Accessibility – Nether Heyford has a wide range of local amenities. It has a
number of small businesses which include a guest house, hair dresser, butcher and two public
houses (The Olde Sun and Foresters Arms) – all within the village centre. The village is served by
two churches the Nether Heyford Baptist Church and Nether Heyford Parish Church of St. Peter
and St. Paul. A large allotment and recreation ground, home to Nether Heyford’s tennis, football,
cricket and bowls clubs, are located along the eastern side of the village, east of Watery Lane.
Within the village are two schools: Nether Heyford Pre-School and The Bliss Charity Primary
School.
There are numerous secondary schools nearby in Bugbrook, Daventry and Northampton. The
nearest secondary school in Campion Secondary School in Bugbrooke approximately 3.5km away.
The numerous secondary schools in Northampton and Daventry including 2 academies in Daventry
approximately 12km away and more than 10 approximately in Northampton between 8 and 14km
away.
In close proximity to the village green at the heart of the village are the One Stop Store minimarket (including an off-licence and post office) and the village hall which is the meeting place for
numerous clubs, organisations and activities.
Nether Heyford has a reasonably good bus service that runs regularly from Northampton to
Daventry with stops at Close Road, Foresters Arms, the Bliss Charity Primary School and Wakefield
Way/Bugbrooke Road.
The nearest railway stations are located at Northampton (11km away) and Long Buckby (12km
away).
The site is approximately 0.3km from the pre-school, from 0.5km from the Bliss Charity Primary
School and 0.3km from the shop and village hall. Routes to the store, eateries, village hall, pubs
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and school do not benefit from pavement access however there is pavement access along the
opposite side of the road.
Natural Heritage – Together with the adjacent site to the south, the site is the only significant area
of broadleaf woodland within the village. Although the site is overgrown and unmanaged, it
supports an array of wildlife and as such is considered to be an important ecological site.
According to the Defra Magic mapping website, the area is classed as ‘Priority Habitat Inventory Deciduous Woodland (England)… This is a spatial dataset that describes the geographic extent and
location of Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act (2006) Section 41 habitats of principal
importance.’ It is also is identified as being within a Woodland Improvement Area with high
spacial priority’. (https://magic.defra.gov.uk/MagicMap.aspx)
Built Heritage – There are no heritage assets in close proximity to the site.

Conclusion
The majority of the site is a greenfield site consisting of broadleaf woodland. A small portion of
the site is brownfield consisting of garden land adjacent to a Youth Club. It currently sits outside
the development boundary.
Currently there is no vehicular access to the site but access could be gained through the garden
area along Ridgeway Furlong where visibility is good. The only area of the site that benefits from
pavement access is that part of the site along Ridgeway Furlong.
The site is not constrained by topography and any housing development on the site would be
contained by woodland to the south and residential dwellings to the north and west but it is
exposed to open countryside to the west.
Because of the brook that meanders along the north-western boundary of the site there may be
potential for flooding, therefore any development that comes forward is advised to undertake a
flood risk assessment.
The site is highly accessible from the village amenities and bus stops with pavements and
pedestrian crossings making these routes relatively safe and convenient. Being in close proximity
to village amenities, there are strong opportunities for social cohesion.
The development of the site is likely to have little impact on the heritage assets.
The significant ecological value of the woodland and ponds on the site pose a substantial challenge
to developing this greenfield site. The loss of the woodland is likely to have significant negative
effects on biodiversity and visual amenity. Together with the adjoining woodland to the south, this
is the only piece of mature woodland within the confines of the village which can be seen from the
surrounding streets and dwellings. It serves as an important wildlife habitat and corridor and
contributes significantly to the village’s amenities and green infrastructure.
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Given the identified housing need for the village, a development of around 18 dwellings across the
whole site is not justified. Furthermore, development of the whole site is unlikely to be acceptable
on biodiversity grounds.
However, a smaller site including the existing Youth Club and land immediately adjoining the Youth
Club could come forward for around 6 new homes. This reduced scale of development would
safeguard the existing woodland and subject to a high-quality design add character to Ridgeway
Furlong.
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Site Reference

Site Area (approx.)

Site Capacity
(based on site area only)

Site 5 (SNC544)

0.35ha

Approximately 4 dwellings

Site Address
Land north of Winston Close

Site Description
Situated at the northern end of Winston Close, the majority of the site consists of a small strip of
dense, overgrown scrubland and woodland which is made up of predominantly broadleaf trees such
as Lime and Ash and deciduous shrubs with a thick undergrowth of ivy and bramble. As there was
no access to the site, inspection of the site was limited.
Open countryside borders the site to the west with the Grand Union Canal and associated walk/
national Midshires Way beyond. More woodland abuts the site to the north. Residential dwellings
surround the site to the south and east.

Plan
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Aerial Photo

Relevant Planning History

Planning Information
Application
Number

Location

Proposal

Received
Date

Decision

Decision
Date

Planning
Register

S/2019/0042/
OUT

Plot off Winston Close 74 Furnace Lane
Nether Heyford NN7
3JT

Outline - 4 new detached
properties with associated
landscaping and extension to
Winston Close road.

08/01/20
19

10 - Appeal
Pending

05/03/20
19

Website

S/2018/0063/
OUT

Land east of Winston
Close Nether Heyford
NN7 3JX

Four detached properties
(Outline)

08/01/20
18

10 Application
Withdrawn

15/02/20
18

Web

In its Statement of Case to the current appeal (S/2019/0042/OUT) South Northamptonshire Council
summarised its objections to the outline planning application that ‘The proposal represents an
unjustifiable and unnecessary residential development beyond the existing and proposed confines of
the village, in open countryside.’
There does not appear to have been any technical reasons for the refusal of planning permission on this
site.
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Site Photos

Site Constraints
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Status – The site represents greenfield land which is defined in national planning policy.
The site sits outside the development boundary but borders it along its southern and eastern
boundaries.
Highways – There is currently no vehicular access to the site. Possible vehicular access to the site
would be possible through a continuation of Winston Close. This road is in a 30mph speed limit area.
Winston Close benefits from pavement access.
Topography – Without access to the site, it was not possible to discern its topography at the time of
inspection. However, viewing from Winston Close it appeared that the land sloped downward from
south to north.
Landscape – The site is well-contained on residential boundaries with fencing. It is, however, exposed
to the west. Views of the site can be seen from the surrounding dwellings and from the Midshires
Way/Grand Union Canal Walk to the west.
Flooding and Drainage – Because of the brook that meanders along its north-western boundary, part of
the site falls within Flood Zone 1 and 2 (medium and high risk) for both river (fluvial) flooding and
surface water (pluvial) flooding.

Fluvial (River) Flood Map
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Site 5

Pluvial (Surface Water) Flood Map

Sustainability and Accessibility – Nether Heyford has a wide range of local amenities. It has a number
of small businesses which include a guest house, hair dresser, butcher and two public houses (The Olde
Sun and Foresters Arms) – all within the village centre. The village is served by two churches the
Nether Heyford Baptist Church and Nether Heyford Parish Church of St. Peter and St. Paul. A large
allotment and recreation ground, home to Nether Heyford’s tennis, football, cricket and bowls clubs,
are located along the eastern side of the village, east of Watery Lane. Within the village are two
schools: Nether Heyford Pre-School and The Bliss Charity Primary School.
There are numerous secondary schools nearby in Bugbrook, Daventry and Northampton. The nearest
secondary school in Campion Secondary School in Bugbrooke approximately 3.5km away. The
numerous secondary schools in Northampton and Daventry including 2 academies in Daventry
approximately 12km away and more than 10 approximately in Northampton between 8 and 14km
away.
In close proximity to the village green at the heart of the village are the One Stop Store mini-market
(including an off-licence and post office) and the village hall which is the meeting place for numerous
clubs, organisations and activities.
Nether Heyford has a reasonably good bus service that runs regularly from Northampton to Daventry
with stops at Close Road, Foresters Arms, the Bliss Charity Primary School and Wakefield
Way/Bugbrooke Road.
The nearest railway stations are located at Northampton (11km away) and Long Buckby (12km away).
The site is approximately 0.8km from the pre-school, from 0.5km from the Bliss Charity Primary School
and 0.6km from the shop and village hall. Routes to the store, eateries, village hall, pubs and school
would benefit from pavement access along Winston Close.
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Natural Heritage – Together with the adjacent site to the north, the site is the only significant area of
broadleaf woodland within the village. Though the site is overgrown and unmanaged, it supports an
array of wildlife and as such is an important ecological site. According to the Defra Magic mapping
website, the area is classed as ‘Priority Habitat Inventory - Deciduous Woodland (England)… This is a
spatial dataset that describes the geographic extent and location of Natural Environment and Rural
Communities Act (2006) Section 41 habitats of principal importance.’ It is also is identified as being
within a Woodland Improvement Area with high spacial priority’.
(https://magic.defra.gov.uk/MagicMap.aspx)
Built Heritage – There are no listed buildings in close proximity to the site.

Conclusion
The site is a greenfield site consisting of scrubland and broadleaf woodland. It currently sits outside the
development boundary but it borders the site along its southern and western boundaries.
Currently there is no vehicular access to the site but access could be gained through an extension of
Winston Close. Winston Close benefits pavements.
Although not closely inspected due to lack of access, the site appeared to slope downward from south
to north. Any housing development on the site would be contained by woodland to the north and
residential dwellings to the south and west.
Because of the brook that meanders along its southern boundary, part of the site falls within Flood
Zone 1 and 2 (medium and high risk) for both river (fluvial) flooding and surface water (pluvial) flooding
along that boundary. Should a development proposal come forward for the site, it would be likely that
a flood risk assessment would be required.
The site is highly accessible from the village amenities and bus stops with pavements and pedestrian
crossings making these routes relatively safe and convenient. Being in close proximity to village
amenities, there are strong opportunities for social integration.
The development of the site is likely to have little impact on the heritage assets.
The ecological value of the site poses the biggest challenge to developing this greenfield site. This is a
site which has potentially high ecological value, which together with the adjoining woodland to the
north, is the only area of woodland within the confines of the village which can be seen from the
surrounding streets and dwellings. It serves as an important wildlife habitat and corridor and
contributes to the village’s amenities and green infrastructure.
However, if the site were to be developed, a development with a high-quality design which is respectful
of the neighbouring properties has potential for approximately 4 dwellings subject to there being no
adverse impact on the existing adjoining residential properties.
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Site Reference

Site Area (approx.)

Site Capacity
(based on site area only)

Site 6 (OR317)

0.4ha

Approximately 8-10 dwellings

Site Address
Land south of Winston Close and west of Furnace Lane

Site Description
The site consists of a two-storey brick-built dwelling, garage and large garden located west of
Furnace Lane at the southwestern edge of the village. Open fields surround the site to the south,
east and west. Beyond the field to the west is the towpath of the Grand Union Canal and Midshires
Way. Residential dwellings line the site to the north.
Post and rail fencing lines the southern boundary. A low brick wall lines the sites road frontage. The
site is access through a wrought iron gate and drive along Furnace Lane.
The lawned garden is populated with assorted trees and ornamental shrubs.

Aerial Photo

Relevant Planning History
No relevant planning history found.
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Site Photos

Site Constraints

Status – The site represents brownfield land which is defined as previously development land in
national planning policy.
The existing development boundary is tightly drawn around the dwelling. The garden portion of the
site sits outside the development boundary but borders it along its northern and eastern
boundaries.4
Highways – The current vehicular access is through a drive off Furnace Lane with good visibility in
both directions. The site benefits from pavement access. The site is within the 30mph speed limit.
Topography – The site is flat and generally unconstrained by topography.
Landscape – Although well-contained by a wall and fencing, the site is exposed in a relatively open
and flat landscape to the south and west with national footpaths to the southeast along the
towpath of the Grand Union Canal.

4

The garden portion of the site does sit within the village boundary, see fig.1.
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Flooding and Drainage – The site falls within Flood Zone 1 (low risk) for both river (fluvial) flooding
and surface water (pluvial) flooding.

Fluvial (River) Flood Map

Site 6

Pluvial (Surface Water) Flood Map

Sustainability and Accessibility – Nether Heyford has a wide range of local amenities. It has a
number of small businesses which include a guest house, hair dresser, butcher and two public
houses (The Olde Sun and Foresters Arms) – all within the village centre. The village is served by
two churches the Nether Heyford Baptist Church and Nether Heyford Parish Church of St. Peter and
St. Paul. A large allotment and recreation ground, home to Nether Heyford’s tennis, football, cricket
and bowls clubs, are located along the eastern side of the village, east of Watery Lane. Within the
village are two schools: Nether Heyford Pre-School and The Bliss Charity Primary School.
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There are numerous secondary schools nearby in Bugbrook, Daventry and Northampton. The
nearest secondary school in Campion Secondary School in Bugbrooke approximately 3.5km away.
The numerous secondary schools in Northampton and Daventry including 2 academies in Daventry
approximately 12km away and more than 10 approximately in Northampton between 8 and 14km
away.
In close proximity to the village green at the heart of the village are the One Stop Store mini-market
(including an off-licence and post office) and the village hall which is the meeting place for
numerous clubs, organisations and activities.
Nether Heyford has a reasonably good bus service that runs regularly from Northampton to
Daventry with stops at Close Road, Foresters Arms, the Bliss Charity Primary School and Wakefield
Way/Bugbrooke Road.
The nearest railway stations are located at Northampton (11km away) and Long Buckby (12km
away).
The site is approximately 0.8km from the pre-school, from 0.5km from the Bliss Charity Primary
School and 0.5km from the shop and village hall. Routes to the store, eateries, village hall, pubs and
school benefit from pavement access along Furnace Lane.
Natural Heritage – The site’s ecological value is limited to a mixture of trees, flowers and
ornamental shrubs.
Built Heritage – There are no listed buildings in close proximity to the site.

Conclusion
The site represents brownfield land, the majority of which is outside but adjacent to the
development boundary.
Currently access to the site is through a driveway along Furnace Lane. Visibility is good in both
directions.
The site is not constrained by topography. However, any housing development on the site would be
partially contained by residential dwellings to the north. The site is exposed in a relatively open and
flat landscape with national footpaths to the southeast along the towpath of the Grand Union Canal.
Any development on this site would have to have very significant landscape buffer zones (10-15
meters) along the southern and western boundaries.
The site falls within Flood Zone 1 (low risk) for both river (fluvial) flooding and surface water (pluvial)
flooding.
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The site is highly accessible from the village amenities and bus stops with pavements and pedestrian
crossings making these routes relatively safe. Being in close proximity to amenities, there are strong
opportunities for social integration.

The site has some existing ecological value but has significant opportunities for enhancement.
There are no heritage assets in close proximity to the site.
A small development of new dwellings would appear part a natural extension and continuation of
the built form of Furnace Lane and would assimilate into the settlement pattern and character
reasonably well providing boundaries are well landscaped.
The redevelopment of the site with a high-quality design which is respectful of the neighbouring
properties has potential for approximately 8-10 dwellings.
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Site Reference

Site Area (approx.)

Site Capacity
(based on site area only)

Site 7 (OR314)

6.53ha

Approximately 165 dwellings

Site Address
Land south of South View and east of Furnace Lane

Site Description
The site is part of an open field in active horticultural use. At the time of inspection in November, it
had been recently sown with new growth evident. It is located at the south-eastern edge of the
village along the eastern side of Furnace Lane where vehicular access can be found.
Trim hedges and some trees line the northern and western boundaries, and a single hedge and a
brook traverses the middle of the site from north to south. Young trees line the southern boundary
and open fields lie beyond to the south and east.
Residential dwellings line the site’s northern boundary with the exception a small section at northeastern end which borders a field and is lined with a hedge. The national PRoW, Midshires Way, lies
beyond to the site to the south, east and west as do the open fields which surround the site. Views
to low lying hills can be seen to the south of the site.

Aerial Photo
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Relevant Planning History
No relevant planning history found.

Site Photos

Site Constraints
Status – The site represents greenfield land which is defined in national planning policy.
The site sits outside the development boundary but borders it along its northern boundary.
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Highways – The current vehicular access is along the middle of the site frontage on Furnace Lane.
Visibility is good in both directions. The site does not benefit from pavement access but there is
pavement access along the opposite side of Furnace Lane. The site is within the 30mph speed limit.
Topography – The site is relatively flat but slopes gently from west/southwest to east/northeast and
generally unconstrained by topography.
Landscape – The site is well-contained with hedgerows and trees lining the site’s boundaries and
residential dwellings to the north. However, the site very exposed on the edge of the village which
leads to open countryside to the south, east and west of the site. Development of this site could
have some significant visual impacts on the local and wider landscape character and setting. Site is
very exposed in a relatively open and flat landscape with national footpaths to the southeast along
the towpath of the Grand Union Canal.
Flooding and Drainage – The majority of the site falls within Flood Zone 1 (low risk) for both river
(fluvial) flooding and surface water (pluvial) flooding. However, the northeast corner falls within
Flood Zone 2 (medium risk) for river (fluvial) flooding and Flood Zone 1 and 2 (high/medium risk)
surface water (pluvial) flooding.

Fluvial (River) Flood Map
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Site 7
Pluvial (Surface Water) Flood Map

Sustainability and Accessibility – Nether Heyford has a wide range of local amenities. It has a
number of small businesses which include a guest house, hair dresser, butcher and two public
houses (The Olde Sun and Foresters Arms) – all within the village centre. The village is served by
two churches the Nether Heyford Baptist Church and Nether Heyford Parish Church of St. Peter and
St. Paul. A large allotment and recreation ground, home to Nether Heyford’s tennis, football, cricket
and bowls clubs, are located along the eastern side of the village, east of Watery Lane. Within the
village are two schools: Nether Heyford Pre-School and The Bliss Charity Primary School.
There are numerous secondary schools nearby in Bugbrook, Daventry and Northampton. The
nearest secondary school in Campion Secondary School in Bugbrooke approximately 3.5km away.
The numerous secondary schools in Northampton and Daventry including 2 academies in Daventry
approximately 12km away and more than 10 approximately in Northampton between 8 and 14km
away.
In close proximity to the village green at the heart of the village are the One Stop Store mini-market
(including an off-licence and post office) and the village hall which is the meeting place for
numerous clubs, organisations and activities.
Nether Heyford has a reasonably good bus service that runs regularly from Northampton to
Daventry with stops at Close Road, Foresters Arms, the Bliss Charity Primary School and Wakefield
Way/Bugbrooke Road.
The nearest railway stations are located at Northampton (11km away) and Long Buckby (12km
away).
The site is approximately 0.8km from the pre-school, from 0.5km from the Bliss Charity Primary
School and 0.5km from the shop and village hall. Routes to the store, eateries, village hall, pubs and
school benefit from pavement access along Furnace Lane.
Natural Heritage – As an open field, the site has a relatively low ecological value.
Built Heritage – There are no heritage assets in close proximity to the site.
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Conclusion
This site is a greenfield site situated outside the development boundary but bordering it along its
northern boundary.
Currently access to the site is along Furnace Lane. Visibility is good in both directions.
The site is not constrained by topography. Site is very exposed in a relatively open and flat
landscape with national footpaths to the southeast along the towpath of the Grand Union Canal.
Any development on this site would have to have very significant landscape buffer zones (10-15
meters) along the south-eastern and southwestern boundaries.
Although the majority of the site has a low risk of both fluvial and pluvial flooding, the northeast
corner falls has a medium risk of fluvial flooding and high/medium risk pluvial flooding. This is due
to the brook that parallels the site along its eastern boundary. As such, is it likely that, should a
development proposal come forward for this site, a flood risk assessment would be required.
The site does not benefit from pavement access but there are pavements along the opposite side of
Furnace Lane to the northwest portion of the site. If pedestrian crossings were present in order to
access the pavement opposite, the site would be highly accessible from the village amenities and
bus stops from Furnace Lane. Being in close proximity to amenities, there are strong opportunities
for social integration.
The site has limited ecological potential but has significant opportunities for enhancement.
There are no heritage assets in close proximity to the site.
Given the identified housing need for the village, a development of approximately 165 dwellings
across the whole site is not justified and would represent an inappropriate scale of development for
the village.
A development of new dwellings would appear part a natural extension and continuation of the
built form of Furnace Lane and would assimilate into the settlement pattern and character
reasonably well.
The likely significant adverse visual impact poses the biggest challenge to developing this greenfield
site. Even a linear development along the road frontage would seems arbitrary and visually
intrusive.
In light of the above the site has limited potential for development.
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Site Reference

Site 8 (SNC310)

Site Area (approx.)

Site Capacity
(based on site area only)
Approximately 100 dwellings, new
primary school and playing fields and
a relocated Scout/community facility.

8.6ha

Site Address
Land south of Bugbrooke Road

Site Description
The site is t-shaped and predominantly an open grass field situated at the eastern side of the
village, south of Bugbrooke Road. Residential dwellings line the site’s western/north-western
boundary. Open fields surround the site to the north, south and east.
Trim hedges line the site to the north, south and east. A mixture of tall shrubs and trees can be
found at the southwest corner of the site. The site is accessed through a double-width metal gate
at the northwest corner of the site.

Plan
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Aerial Photo

Relevant Planning History
No relevant planning history found.

Site Photos
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Site Constraints
Status – The site represents greenfield land which is defined in national planning policy.
The site sits outside the development boundary but borders it along its north-western boundary.
Highways – The current vehicular access to the site sits at the northwest corner of the site along
Bugbrooke Road. The site has limited visibility looking east as the site is situated on a bend at the edge
of the village where the national speed limit applies in close proximity to the site entrance. There is no
pavement access along the site’s road frontage. However, there is pavement access near the site’s
northwest corner.
Topography – The site is relatively flat but slopes slightly from south to north. It is generally
unconstrained by topography.
Landscape – The site is moderately well-contained with hedgerows lining the site’s boundaries and
residential dwellings abut the site to the west. The site is a greenfield site on the edge of the village
which leads to open countryside to the north, south and east of the site. The site is exposed in a
relatively open and flat landscape with national footpath of Midshires Way along Bugbrooke Road. As
such redevelopment of this site would have some visual impact on the local and wider landscape
character and setting.
Flooding and Drainage – The northeast corner of the site falls within Flood Zone 2 (medium risk) for
river (fluvial) flooding and Flood Zone 1 (low risk) for the rest of the site. With regard to surface water
(pluvial) flooding, a small area along the northern boundary is are in both Flood Zone 1 (low risk) and
Flood Zone 2 (medium risk).

Fluvial (River) Flood Map
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Site 8

Pluvial (Surface Water) Flood Map

Sustainability and Accessibility – Nether Heyford has a wide range of local amenities. It has a number
of small businesses which include a guest house, hair dresser, butcher and two public houses (The Olde
Sun and Foresters Arms) – all within the village centre. The village is served by two churches the Nether
Heyford Baptist Church and Nether Heyford Parish Church of St. Peter and St. Paul. A large allotment
and recreation ground, home to Nether Heyford’s tennis, football, cricket and bowls clubs, are located
along the eastern side of the village, east of Watery Lane. Within the village are two schools: Nether
Heyford Pre-School and The Bliss Charity Primary School.
There are numerous secondary schools nearby in Bugbrook, Daventry and Northampton. The nearest
secondary school in Campion Secondary School in Bugbrooke approximately 3.5km away. The
numerous secondary schools in Northampton and Daventry including 2 academies in Daventry
approximately 12km away and more than 10 approximately in Northampton between 8 and 14km
away.
In close proximity to the village green at the heart of the village are the One Stop Store mini-market
(including an off-licence and post office) and the village hall which is the meeting place for numerous
clubs, organisations and activities.
Nether Heyford has a reasonably good bus service that runs regularly from Northampton to Daventry
with stops at Close Road, Foresters Arms, the Bliss Charity Primary School and Wakefield
Way/Bugbrooke Road.
The nearest railway stations are located at Northampton (11km away) and Long Buckby (12km away).
The site is approximately 0.5km from the pre-school, from 0.6km from the Bliss Charity Primary School
and 0.6km from the shop and village hall. Routes to the store, eateries, village hall, pubs and school
benefit from pavement access along Furnace Lane.
Natural Heritage – As an open field, the site has a relatively low ecological value.
Built Heritage – There are no heritage assets in close proximity to the site.
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Conclusion
This site is a greenfield site situated outside the development boundary but bordering it along its northwestern boundary.
Currently access to the site is located on a bend directly off Bugbrooke Road where current visibility and
speed limits may constrain potential development of the site. Highway works and a reduced speed limit
would likely be needed to facilitate a safe access.
The site is not constrained by topography and any development on the site would be contained by
residential dwellings to the northwest and to a lesser extent hedgerow to the south. However, the site
is exposed in a relatively open and flat landscape with national footpath of Midshires Way along
Bugbrooke Road. Any development on this site would have to have very significant landscape buffer
zones (10-15 meters) along the southern and eastern boundaries.
The majority of the site falls into Flood Zone 1 / low risk for pluvial and fluvial flooding. However, the
northeast corner of the site falls within Flood Zone 2 (medium risk) for fluvial flooding and Flood Zone 2
(medium risk) for surface water flooding. As such, if a development proposal were to come forward, a
flood risk assessment would be required.
If the existing pavement along Bugbrooke Road were extended to include the site’s road frontage, the
site would be highly accessible from the village amenities and bus stops with pavements and pedestrian
crossings making these routes relatively safe and convenient. Being in close proximity to village
amenities, there are strong opportunities for social integration.
The site has limited ecological potential but has significant opportunities for enhancement.
There are no heritage assets in close proximity to the site.
Development of this site, as suggested, would provide the village with an opportunity to plan for
positively for future growth and enhanced community facilities. The new dwellings would appear part a
natural extension and continuation of the built form of Bugbrooke Road and would assimilate into the
settlement pattern and character reasonably well providing the development is landscape led.
The potential fluvial flooding at the northeast corner and highway visibility constraints pose the biggest
challenges to developing this greenfield site. However, with the benefit of flood defences located north
and west of the site, it may be possible that this addresses the flood risk constraint. Any proposed
development is likely to require localised road improvements to address site visibility constraints.
It is understood that discussions with South Northamptonshire Council and the County Council are
ongoing in respect of the potential for a new primary school and community facilities on the site
together with some dwellings including affordable homes.
The development of the site with a high-quality design which is respectful of the neighbouring
properties has potential for approximately 20-25 dwellings, a new primary school and playing fields
and a relocated Youth Club/community facility.
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Site Reference

Site Area (approx.)

Site Capacity
(based on site area only)

Site 9

0.7ha

Approximately 6-8 dwellings

Site Address
Land north of Bugbrooke Road

Site Description
The site is an irregularly shaped, enclosed grass field at the eastern edge of the village, north of
Bugbrooke Road. At the time of inspection, the ground appeared sodden with pools of water
evident. However, this was after a period of prolonged rainfall.
A combination of post and wire / post and rail fencing lined the site’s perimeter with dense, tall
leylandii along the perimeter’s exterior on all but the western boundary where the rear gardens of
residential dwellings abut the site. A double-width, metal gate provides the entrance to the site
along Bugbrooke Road. Another set of 5-bar gates adjoin the field to the east.
Open fields surround the site to the north, east and across the road to the south. A brook runs in
parallel to the site’s eastern boundary.

Aerial Photo
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Relevant Planning History

Planning Information Historic
Application
Number

Location

Proposal

Received
Date

Decision

Decision
Date

Planning
Register

S/1989/0650/PO

Land Rear of Nos220 Wakefield Way
Nether Heyford

Residential
Development
(Outline)

18/05/1989

(10) Appeal
Dismissed

30/04/1990

Website

The outline planning permission was refused as it was outside the development boundary and
within the countryside.

Site Photos
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Site Constraints
Status – The site represents greenfield land which is defined in national planning policy.
The site sits outside the development boundary.
Highways – The current vehicular access to the site sits along the site’s southern boundary along
Bugbrooke Road. The site has limited visibility looking east as the site is situated on a bend at the
edge of the village where the national speed limit applies in close proximity to the site entrance.
There is no pavement access along the site’s road frontage.
Topography – The site is flat and generally unconstrained by topography.
Landscape – The site is well-contained with by the fencing and leylandii along the site’s northern,
southern and eastern boundaries and residential dwellings lining the site to the west.
Flooding and Drainage – The site falls within Flood Zone 3 (high risk) and Flood Zone 2 (medium
risk) for both river (fluvial) flooding and surface water (pluvial) flooding although it may benefit from
flood defences located to the north of the site.
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Fluvial (River) Flood Map

Site 9

Pluvial (Surface Water) Flood Map

Sustainability and Accessibility – Nether Heyford has a wide range of local amenities. It has a
number of small businesses which include a guest house, hair dresser, butcher and two public
houses (The Olde Sun and Foresters Arms) – all within the village centre. The village is served by
two churches the Nether Heyford Baptist Church and Nether Heyford Parish Church of St. Peter and
St. Paul. A large allotment and recreation ground, home to Nether Heyford’s tennis, football, cricket
and bowls clubs, are located along the eastern side of the village, east of Watery Lane. Within the
village are two schools: Nether Heyford Pre-School and The Bliss Charity Primary School.
There are numerous secondary schools nearby in Bugbrook, Daventry and Northampton. The
nearest secondary school in Campion Secondary School in Bugbrooke approximately 3.5km away.
The numerous secondary schools in Northampton and Daventry including 2 academies in Daventry
approximately 12km away and more than 10 approximately in Northampton between 8 and 14km
away.
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In close proximity to the village green at the heart of the village are the One Stop Store mini-market
(including an off-licence and post office) and the village hall which is the meeting place for
numerous clubs, organisations and activities.
Nether Heyford has a reasonably good bus service that runs regularly from Northampton to
Daventry with stops at Close Road, Foresters Arms, the Bliss Charity Primary School and Wakefield
Way/Bugbrooke Road.
The nearest railway stations are located at Northampton (11km away) and Long Buckby (12km
away).
The site is approximately 0.5km from the pre-school, from 0.6km from the Bliss Charity Primary
School and 0.6km from the shop and village hall. Routes to the store, eateries, village hall, pubs and
school benefit from pavement access along Furnace Lane.
Natural Heritage – As an open field, the site has a relatively low ecological value.
Built Heritage – There are no heritage assets in close proximity to the site.

Conclusion
This site is a greenfield site situated outside the development boundary but bordering it along its
eastern boundary.
Currently access to the site is located on a bend directly off Bugbrooke Road where visibility and its
proximity to the national speed limit may constrain potential development of the site.
The site is not constrained by topography and any housing development on the site would be
contained by the fencing and leylandii along the site’s northern, southern and eastern boundaries
and residential dwellings lining the site to the west. Development of this site would likely have
limited visual impact on the local and wider landscape character and setting.
The site falls within Flood Zone 3 (high risk) and Flood Zone 2 (medium risk) for both river fluvial and
pluvial flooding even though there are flood defences located north of the site. It is therefore likely
that any residential development would be resisted in favour of sites which are not subject to flood
constrains (known as the Sequential Test). In any event a flood risk assessment would be required
with any planning application.
Although the site is in close proximity to village amenities which would enable social integration,
there is no pavement access along the site’s road frontage.
The site has limited ecological potential but has significant opportunities for enhancement.
There are no heritage assets in close proximity to the site.
Development of this site with new dwellings may appear part a natural extension and continuation
of the built form of Bugbrooke Road and would assimilate into the settlement pattern and character
reasonably well.
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The lack of pedestrian pavements, highway visibility and severe flooding constraints pose the
biggest challenges to developing this greenfield site. Any proposed development may need to
include localised road improvements to address site visibility constraints. Although the site may
benefit from the flood defences north of the site, the severity of the flooding may be difficult to
overcome.
The development of the site with a high-quality design which is respectful of the neighbouring
properties has limited potential for dwellings due to the flood risk associated with the site.

58
Nether Heyford Neighbourhood Plan – Site Assessments & Methodologies

No.

Site
Reference

Location

Size
(ha)

Site Capacity

Public
Recommendation
Preference

1

SNC 542

Land West of
Manor Park

1

25

7th (joint)

The development of a small part of the site along the southern
boundary with a high-quality design which is respectful of the
neighbouring properties has potential for up to 5 dwellings (subject to
Highway Authority approval).

2

SNC 257

Land North of
Church Lane

1.54

35

1st

A smaller development confined to a linear development along the
southern boundary of the site may be acceptable. The development of
a smaller section of the site along the southern boundary with a highquality design has potential for up to 12 dwellings (subject to Highway
Authority approval).

3

OR 312

Land South West 3.1
of Weedon Rd

75

3rd

Given the conclusions of the recent appeal Inspectors, even a
development of a smaller portion of the site with a high-quality
residential development of up to 10 homes has limited potential.
Concerns and constraints raised during previous planning applications
remain outstanding. In light of the above the site has limited potential
for development.

4

SNC 543

Small Wood
0.8
South of Roberts
Field, West of
Ridgeway Furlong

18

2nd

Given the identified housing need for the village, a development of
around 18 dwellings across the whole site is not justified. Furthermore,
development of the whole site is unlikely to be acceptable on
biodiversity grounds.
However, a smaller site including the existing Youth Club and land
immediately adjoining the Youth Club could come forward for around 6
new homes. This reduced scale of development would safeguard the
existing woodland and subject to a high-quality design add character to
Ridgeway Furlong.

5

SNC 544

Land North of
Winston Close

0.35

4

9th

The ecological value of the site poses the biggest challenge to
developing this greenfield site. This is a site which has potentially high
ecological value, which together with the adjoining woodland to the
north, is the only area of woodland within the confines of the village
which can be seen from the surrounding streets and dwellings. It
serves as an important wildlife habitat and corridor and contributes to
the village’s amenities and green infrastructure.
However, if the site were to be developed, a development with a highquality design which is respectful of the neighbouring properties has
potential for approximately 4 dwellings subject to there being no
adverse impact on the existing adjoining residential properties.

6

OR317

Land South of
Winston Close
and West of
Furnace Lane

0.4

8 to 10

6th

A small development of new dwellings would appear part a natural
extension and continuation of the built form of Furnace Lane and
would assimilate into the settlement pattern and character reasonably
well providing boundaries are well landscaped.
The redevelopment of the site with a high-quality design which is
respectful of the neighbouring properties has potential for
approximately 8-10 dwellings

7

OR314

South of South
6.53
View and East of
Furnace Lane

165

4th

Given the identified housing need for the village, a development of
approximately 165 dwellings across the whole site is not justified and
would represent an inappropriate scale of development for the village.
A development of new dwellings would appear part a natural
extension and continuation of the built form of Furnace Lane and
would assimilate into the settlement pattern and character reasonably
well.
The likely significant adverse visual impact poses the biggest challenge
to developing this greenfield site. Even a linear development along the
road frontage would seems arbitrary and visually intrusive.
In light of the above the site has limited potential for development.

8

SNC 310

Land South of
8.6
Bugbrooke Road

100

5th

The development of the site with a high-quality design which is
respectful of the neighbouring properties has potential for
approximately 20-25 dwellings, a new primary school and playing fields
and a relocated Youth Club/community facility.

9

SNC 404

Land North of
0.7
Bugbrooke Road

6 to 8

7th (joint)

The lack of pedestrian pavements, highway visibility and severe
flooding constraints pose the biggest challenges to developing this
greenfield site. Any proposed development may need to include
localised road improvements to address site visibility constraints.
Although the site may benefit from the flood defences north of the
site, the severity of the flooding may be difficult to overcome.
The development of the site with a high-quality design which is
respectful of the neighbouring properties has limited potential for
dwellings due to the flood risk associated with the site.

Summary Table
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4 Summary & Recommendations
14

Whilst there is no strategic need for housing development imposed on the village, there is local
housing need as established from the Housing Needs Survey 2020, and indicated in the 2017
Household Survey.

15

The independent assessors suggest that Site SNC542 (see fig.1) is reduced to create a narrow
strip sufficient for a small row of houses in the non-flood plain area of the plot.

16

Site SNC257 (see fig.1) is visually sensitive at this entrance to the village, and it is suggested that
the site is reduced to provide a continuity from established homes on the eastern side of the
plot, reflecting the density of housing opposite (Appendix 01) with sensitivity to the views
afforded from current homes. This is the most popular site voted for by villagers for
development.

17

Site OR317 (fig.1) A small development of new dwellings would appear part of a natural
extension and continuation of the built form of Furnace Lane and would assimilate into the
settlement pattern and character reasonably well.

18

Site SNC310 (fig.1 and in yellow on fig. 2 below) Strategic Allocation: Part site development,
which would be an educationally-led allocation, to include community facilities and parking. A
cooperative master plan as an overarching planning document defining spatial layout, involving
all agencies, would be required to structure the site use and subsequent development.

Figure 2 Part Site Educationally Led Allocation
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Appendix 1 Housing Densities
NETHER HEYFORD EXISTING HOUSING DENSITIES

LOCA TION

Furnace Lane (SE)
Furnace Lane (NW) - (from
Weedon Rd to Winston Cl incl
Roberts Field and Ridgeway
Furlong
Winston Close

Rolfe Cres, South View, The Peak,
Close Road, Western Ave

Hillside Road (N), The Pound, The
Green (S)

Hillside Road (S), The Peak, Hillside
Cres, Bugbrooke Rd (S)
Wakefield Way, Bugbrooke Rd
(N), Watery Lane (E), Brookside
Place
Watery Lane (W), Middle Street E),
The Green (N),

Middle St (W), Parsons Close,
Manor Walk E), Church Street E),
The Green (N)

Manor Park

Church St (W), Manor Walk (W)

Church Lane (both sides)

Weedon Road (N)

Bliss Close

LENGTH
299.28

WID TH
65

A REA (m2 )
19453.200

160.97
157.2
41.11

50.18
63.78
12.24

8077.475
10026.216
503.186

80.1
64.24
183.65

45.19
55.93
104.29

3619.719
3592.943
19152.859

TOTA L
19453.2

Ha
1.945

D WELLINGS
37

D ENSITY
19.02

25819.5392
19152.8585

2.582
1.915

63
32

24.40
16.71

50173.8992

5.017

117

23.32

14985.576

1.499

37

24.69

300.79
186.22

0.5
1

68.77
159.09

10342.664
29625.740

54.41
7.56

0.5
0.5

20.4
7.55

554.982
28.539

143.74
142.15
48.36

0.5
1
0.5

63.48
34
9.37

4562.308
4833.100
226.567

132.26
35.97
48.37

1.00
0.50
1.00

35.97
16.93
6.05

4757.248
304.486
292.433

18.44
58.19
38.54

1.00
0.50
1.00

21.16
20.41
21.16

390.190
593.714
815.506

19.65
48.37
71.80

1.00
0.50
1.00

14.35
21.92
113.36

281.978
530.041
8139.248

-42.32
-24.94
13.91

1.00
1.00
0.50

24.49
11.34
28.72

-1036.296
-282.720
199.748

278.50
112.61
176.85

1.00
0.50
0.50

112.61
28.72
45.65

31361.322
1617.080
4036.336

124.70
19.95
229.75

1.00
1.00
1.00

30.98
9.07
139.05

3863.206
180.947
31946.738

41058.890

4.106

79

19.24

75.58
98.25
105.90

0.50
0.50
1.00

18.14
9.82
146.20

685.465
482.408
15482.580

33114.610

3.311

54

16.31

34.09
102.03
-35.52

0.50
1.00
1.00

84.84
113.36
66.51

1445.886
11565.667
-2362.293

-12.85
-12.09
-21.16

1.00
1.00
1.00

32.50
3.02
27.21

-417.625
-36.548
-575.700

-56.68
86.91
80.11

1.00
1.00
0.50

28.72
54.62
13.91

-1627.736
4747.285
557.005

23474.231

2.347

31

13.21

129.54
119.40
46.10

1.00
0.50
1.00

99.76
42.78
39.30

12922.412
2553.727
1811.730

49.88
34.16

0.50
1.00

19.65
68.32

490.071
2333.811

74.06

0.50

17.68

654.690

-47.61
-18.89
260.13

1.00
1.00
1.00

29.93
11.34
136.34

-1424.967
-214.137
35465.207

24431.627

2.443

37

15.14

81.62
39.30

1.00
0.50

58.34
9.37

4762.037
184.121

56185.707

5.619

56

9.97

14010.091

1.401

29

20.70

29073.015

2.907

31

10.66

89.48

0.50

70.29

3144.551

142.38
87.06

1.00
0.50

78.45
33.56

11169.141
1460.649

49.88

1.00

31.74

1583.191

77.09
65.00
36.58

1.00
0.50
1.00

74.06
75.58
70.28

5709.285
2456.188
2570.702

75.58

1.00

22.37

1690.725

18.44
91.00

1.00
1.00

40.81
71.80

752.536
6533.800

-39.30
104.60

0.50
1.00

9.37
65.30

-184.121
6830.380

30.99

1.00

61.97

1920.450

11.34
46.10
55.17

1.00
1.00
1.00

26.45
89.48
62.12

299.837
4125.028
3427.326

55.93

1.00

95.98

5367.777

33.25
53.05

1.00
1.00

89.93
34.46

2990.173
1828.103

45.35
32.50

0.50
1.00

22.67
95.53

513.986
3104.628

77.09

1.00

27.96

2155.353

45.35

1.00

44.14

2001.347

45.35
51.69

0.50
1.00

6.95
52.90

157.574
2734.560

15485.722

1.549

16

10.33

123.94
120.92
15.12

1.00
0.50
1.00

101.27
9.07
3.78

12551.404
548.372
57.135

13156.91

1.32

43.00

32.68
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Document 9

Strategic Environmental Assessment Screening
Determination Statement & Responses

Strategic Environmental Assessment
Screening Determination Statement

Nether Heyford Neighbourhood Plan
2020 - 2029

1

1.

Introduction

1.1.

This report sets out a Screening Determination for the Nether Heyford Neighbourhood
Plan. The purpose of the screening is to assess if the Neighbourhood Plan will require a
Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA). More detail is set out in the following
sections on Neighbourhood Plans and SEA (Section 3) and the Nether Heyford
Neighbourhood Plan (Section 4) specifically.

1.2.

Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) is a systematic and comprehensive process
of evaluating the environmental effects of a Plan or Programme in order that the
environmental implications of decisions are taken into account before any such
decisions are made. The need for the environmental assessment of such Plan and
Programmes is set out in EU Directive 2001/42/EC.

1.3.

Under this Directive, Neighbourhood Plans may require SEA but this is dependent on
the content of the Plan. Plans which “determine the use of small areas of land at local
level” or are “minor modifications” to existing Plans, the Directive only requires SEA
where they are likely to have “significant” environmental effects. The terms “small
areas” and “local level” are not defined and should be interpreted in the context of
the nature and scope of the Plan. Screening is required to determine whether such
Plans are likely to have significant environmental effects.

1.4.

Annex ll of the Directive lists criteria for determining the likely significance of the
environmental effects of the Plan and to be used in the screening process. The findings
of the process must be referred for consultation with the following statutory bodies:
•

Historic England

•

Environment Agency

•

Natural England

The results of the screening process must be detailed in a Screening Statement and
must be made available to the public.
1.5.

The Screening Report is an assessment of whether the contents of the draft Nether
Heyford Neighbourhood Plan published in June 2019 requires a SEA. It also determines
whether the Neighbourhood Plan requires a Habitats Regulations Assessments (HRA) in
accordance with Articles 6(3) and (4) of the EU Habitats Directive and with Regulation
61 of the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010 and amendments. A
HRA is required where it is considered likely that there will be significant adverse effects
on protected European Sites (Natura 2000 sites) as a result of the implementation of
the Plan.

1.6.

The assessment of the Nether Heyford Neighbourhood Plan and the determination is
included in Section 9.

2

2.

Legislative Background
Strategic Environmental Assessment

2.1.

European Union Directive 2001/42/EC has been transposed into law for England and
Wales in the Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004 (the
Regulations).

2.2.

The Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 requires Local Authorities to produce
sustainability appraisals (SA) for ALL Development Plan Proposals in order to meet the
requirement of the SEA Directive. It is considered ‘best practice’ to incorporate the
requirements of this Directive into a Sustainability Appraisal (NPPF para 165). A
neighbourhood plan is not a Development Plan Document and therefore there is no
legal requirement for a SEA, however, there are situations where SEA would be
required in order to meet the SEA Regulations.

2.3.

Consequently, it is necessary to screen the Plan in order to establish whether the Plan
may give rise to significant environmental effects. (See Section 9).

Habitats Regulations Assessment
2.4.

Schedule 2 of the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 makes
provision for the Habitats Directive. The Directive requires any Plan or Project likely to
have a significant effect on a European site must be subject to an appropriate
assessment. Paragraph 1 sets out a basic condition that the making of a
neighbourhood plan is not likely to have a significant effect on a European site.
Paragraph 4 indicates that a Qualifying Body that submits a proposal for a
neighbourhood plan must provide such information as the competent authority may
reasonably require for the purposes of the assessment or to enable them to determine
whether an assessment is required.

2.5.

The legislation requires that where there is a risk of a significant effect on a European
site, either individually or in combination with other Plans or Projects, then the Plan
should progress from HRA screening to an Appropriate Assessment.

3.

Neighbourhood Plans and Strategic Environmental Assessment

3.1

Planning Practice Guidance states that “to decide whether a draft neighbourhood
plan might have significant environmental effects, it must be assessed (screened) at an
early stage of the plan’s preparation according to the requirements set out in
Regulation 9 of the Environmental Assessment of Plans, Programmes Regulations 2004”

3.2

The Guidance also suggests that “the local planning authority, as part of its duty to
advise or assist should consider putting in place processes to determine whether the
proposed neighbourhood plan will require a strategic environmental assessment.” In
this case, the Council is providing assistance by undertaking the screening
determination.

3

3.3

The Guidance notes particular circumstances which may require an SEA:
“A strategic environmental assessment may be required, for example, where:

3.4

•

A neighbourhood plan allocates sites for development

•

The neighbourhood area contains sensitive natural or heritage assets that may be
affected by the proposals in the plan

•

The neighbourhood plan is likely to have significant environmental effects that
have not already been considered and dealt with through a sustainability
appraisal of the Local Plan”

The purpose of the Nether Heyford Neighbourhood Plan is to provide a set of statutory
planning policies for the village to guide development for the period ending 2029 and
has been prepared by the steering group within the Neighbourhood Plan Group on
behalf of the qualifying body, Nether Heyford Parish Council.

Figure 1 Nether Heyford Neighbourhood Area Boundary
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3.5

The objectives of the Nether Heyford Neighbourhood Plan are:

a) To manage future housing growth within the village
b) To conserve and enhance the character of the conservation area within the centre of the
village
c) To ensure that the design, density and appearance of future developments maintains the
rural character of the area
d) To promote and protect local green spaces and open spaces within the village
e) To protect the surrounding countryside from inappropriate development
f)

To protect and enhance the local quality of life and well-being by conserving the
environment, controlling pollution and conserving valued landscapes

g) To protect and enhance community and recreation facilities
h) To ensure that infrastructure is provided commensurate with the extent of developments

3.6

i)

To promote safe walking and cycle routes both within the village and beyond to link to
nearby villages and population centres and facilities

j)

To support sustainable local economic growth

In order to deliver these objectives, the Plan sets out the following policies:

Housing and development
H1 Built-up area boundary
H2 Provision of new education facilities
H3 Existing Bliss School site
H4 Infilling within the village boundary
H5 Housing mix
H6 Specialist accommodation
H7 Provision of new community facilities

Built environment
BE1 Design
BE2 Density
BE3 Heritage assets
BE4 Use of Garden Land
BE5 Responding to Local Character
BE6 Pre-application consultation
BE7 Conversion of rural buildings

5

Business and employment
ECON1 Business opportunities in Nether Heyford
ECON2 Superfast broadband
ECON3 Home working
ECON4 River and canal activities
ECON5 Rural tourism

Community, infrastructure and leisure
COM1 Flood and surface water management
COM2 Local services
COM3 Allotments

Natural Environment
NE1 Green infrastructure
NE2 Valued landscapes, Vistas and Skylines
NE3 Nature reserves

Roads and Transport
R&T1 Walking and cycling
R&T2 Highway safety

3.7

It is a requirement of the Town and Country Planning Act that neighbourhood plans
must be in general conformity with the strategic policies of the Local Plan. Nether
Heyford is situated in South Northamptonshire and must be in general conformity with
the West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy 2014 and the policies of the adopted
South Northamptonshire Local Plan Part 2. The Joint Core Strategy was subject to a full
Sustainability Appraisal which incorporated a Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA)
and this previously completed SEA has been taken into account in undertaking the
screening assessment of the Nether Heyford Neighbourhood Plan.

6

4

Nether Heyford Neighbourhood Plan

4.1

The Parish of Nether Heyford is described in Section1 of the Neighbourhood Plan. It
boasts a Primary School, two pubs, the largest village green in Northamptonshire, a
village hall, a Manor House and several shops. The population is approximately 700.

4.2

The Neighbourhood Plan has been produced by the Qualifying Body, Nether Heyford
Parish Council, and covers the period 2020 to 2029. The Neighbourhood Plan area was
designated by South Northants Council on 27th February 2017 and a Steering Group
consisting of members of the Parish Council and local residents was formed in June
2016.

4.3

The Neighbourhood Plan has been produced as a result of consultations with residents,
questionnaires, public meetings and displays.

4.4

The Plan includes assessments of 9 potential development sites which were put forward
in a ‘call for sites’ by SNC (see following map). The assessment of the sites was carried
out by an independent Planning Consultant as follows:

Site 1 (SNC 542) – Rear of Church Lane. Current use: greenfield paddock with low
ecological value. Majority of the site lies in Flood Zone 2 whilst a band along the northern
boundary is low risk Flood Zone 1 and suitable for a ribbon of perhaps 5 houses.
Site 2 (SNC 257) – North side of Church Lane. Current use: greenfield agricultural with low
ecological value. The site lies in Flood Zone 1 and is suitable for up to 12 dwellings of highquality design
Site 3 (OR 312) - South side of Weedon Road. Current use: greenfield agricultural with low
ecological value except that the site abuts an important wildlife corridor (Grand Union
Canal). The site is not recommended for development and is therefore not considered for
this screening.
Site 4 (SNC 543) – Area of woodland between Ridgeway Furlong and Winston Close
bordered on the north-west by the Heyford Brook. The site contains several ponds and
although the site is overgrown and unmanaged, it supports an array of wildlife and as
such is an important ecological site. According to the Defra Magic mapping website, the
area is classed as ‘Priority Habitat Inventory - Deciduous Woodland (England)… This is a
spatial dataset that describes the geographic extent and location of Natural Environment
and Rural Communities Act (2006) Section 41 habitats of principal importance.’ It is also
identified as being within a Woodland Improvement Area with high spacial priority’.
Consequently, as the site has a high ecological value, it is now not being considered as
suitable for development.
Site 5 (SNC 544) – Area of dense scrub and woodland adjoining the north-eastern
boundary of Winston Close houses and gardens Furnace Lane houses and gardens to the
south-east and bordered on the north west by the Heyford Brook. Part of the site adjoining
the Brook is Flood Zone 2 although the bulk of the site is in Flood Zone 1. Though the site is
overgrown and unmanaged, it supports an array of wildlife and as such is an important
ecological site. According to the Defra Magic mapping website, the area is classed as
‘Priority Habitat Inventory - Deciduous Woodland (England)… This is a spatial dataset that
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describes the geographic extent and location of Natural Environment and Rural
Communities Act (2006) Section 41 habitats of principal importance.’ It is also identified
as being within a Woodland Improvement Area with high spacial priority’. Consequently,
the site is now not being considered suitable for development.
Site 6 (OR 317) Brownfield site of garden land off north-western side of Furnace Lane. The
ecological value is limited to some trees and ornamental shrubs in present day garden
and hedges to two boundaries. The ecological value could be enhanced by careful
development of the site.
Site 7 (OR314) Existing agricultural farmland lying to the south-eastern side of Furnace
Lane comprising open fields with perimeter hedges of low ecological value.
Site 8 (SNC 310) Existing agricultural farmland comprising open fields lying on the southwest side of Bugbrooke Road and adjoining existing gardens in Bugbrooke Road and
Hillside Crescent with a hedge separating the two. The site is of low ecological value.
Site 9 (SNC 404) Existing open grass field with very tall leylandii hedge to the eastern
boundary and hedges separating the site from existing rear gardens of houses in
Wakefield Way. A brook runs along the eastern boundary and is prone to flooding
causing large parts of the site to be in Flood Zone 3. The site is of low ecological value
however the flood risk makes the site unacceptable for development.

8

Figure 2 Flood Map 2021 Nether Heyford (courtesy of Environment Agency)
Notes:
The flood map for planning shows river and sea flooding data only. It doesn’t include other sources of flooding. It is for use in
development planning and flood risk assessments. This information relates to the selected location and is not specific to any
property within it. The map is updated regularly and is correct at the time of printing. The Open Government Licence sets
out the terms and conditions for using government data. https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-governmentlicence/version/3/
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Figure 3 Village Assets, Listed and Heritage Buildings
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.

1, Furnace Lane (Grade II Listed)
17, the Green (Grade II Listed)
22, Church Street (Grade II Listed)
2, Furnace Lane (Grade II Listed)
39, Church Street (Grade II Listed)
49 and 51/53, Church Street (Grade II Listed)
Ash Tree Cottage (Grade II Listed)
Bliss Charity School House (Grade II Listed)
Bridge Number 27 at Sp 644 590 Grand Union Canal (Grade II
Listed)
Bridge Number 33 (Grade II Listed)
Chest Tomb Approximately 8 Metres South of Chancel of
Church of St Peter and St Paul (Grade II Listed)
Church of St Peter and St Paul (Grade II Listed)
Cob Wall Enclosing Orchard at Heyford Cottage (Grade II
Listed)
Heyford Cottage (Grade II Listed)
Heyford Lodge (Grade II Listed)
Manor Cottage (Grade II Listed)
Manor House (Grade II Listed)
Nether Heyford War Memorial (Grade II Listed)
Simons Cottage (Grade II Listed)
Tandys Place (Grade II Listed)
The Old Sun Inn (Grade II Listed)
The Springs (Grade II Listed)
Wall Bounding Churchyard to East of Church of St Peter and St
Paul (Grade II Listed)
Wall Bounding Churchyard to South of Church of St Peter and
St Paul (Grade II Listed)
White Hall (Grade II Listed)

Other Assets within the Parish include
• Water tap at No. 49 Church Street
• Water tap on house on corner of Church Street, opposite Manor
Cottage (No. 15)
• Methodist Chapel in Church Street
• ‘Bob’s Stores’, now called Robin’s Nest, and cottages behind
• Cottage at entry to Manor Walk (right hand side) was a butcher’s shop
• Ladder Makers Yard
• Adams Family farm house in Middle Street (dated 1686)
• Site of Stanton’s Barn in Weedon Road, appears on an old map of 1791
when Corporation Sons of the Clergy sold the land to Grand Junction
Canal Co. Oldest building on the farm.
• Roman Villa and Saxon Burial site on Adam’s farm
• Roman Villa on Bugbrooke Road
• Ox Barn near river (Grade II Listed)
• Wharf Farm, Furnace Lane was formerly a public house
• Coal yard, Furnace Lane was formerly a public house
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Figure 4 Nether Heyford Conservation Area Boundary1

1

https://www.southnorthants.gov.uk/downloads/download/338/nether-heyford
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5 Screening Process
5.1

It is the purpose of this report to assess whether the policies and proposals in the Nether
Heyford Neighbourhood Plan are likely to have ‘significant environmental effects’. The
screening assessment has been carried out in two parts:
Assesses whether the Neighbourhood Plan requires SEA in accordance with the
following flow chart (Figure 5)
Considers whether the Neighbourhood Plan is likely to have a significant effect on the
environment using the criteria set out in Schedule 1 of the EU SEA Directive and the
Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programme Regulations 2004 (see Section 2)

5.2

Government guidance, as set out in ‘A Practical Guide to the Strategic Environmental
Assessment Directive’ identifies the following approach to be taken in determining
whether SEA is required:
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5.3

This process has been followed and the findings are set out in the Table below:
STAGE

Y/N

REASON

1. Is the plan or programme (PP) subject
to preparation and/or adoption by a
national, regional or local authority OR
prepared by an authority for adoption
through a legislative procedure by
Parliament or Government? (Art 2(a))

Y

Neighbourhood Plans may be prepared under the
provisions of the Town and Country Planning Act
1990, as amended by the Localism Act 2011. They
are drawn up by a qualifying body which, in the
case of Nether Heyford, is the Parish Council. The
Plan is subject to independent examination and
referendum. If the Plan receives 50% or more ‘yes’
votes at referendum, it will be ‘made’ by the local
planning authority (South Northamptonshire
Council)

2. Is the PP required by legislative,
regulatory or administrative provisions?
(Art 2(a))

N

The preparation of a Neighbourhood Plan is
discretionary. However, once ‘made’, it will form
part of the Statutory Development Plan for the area
and will be used for the determination of Planning
Applications. It is therefore considered necessary to
answer the following questions to determine further
if a SEA is required

3. Is the Plan prepared for agriculture,
forestry, fisheries, energy, industry
transport, waste management, water
management, telecommunications,
tourism, town and country planning or
land use AND does it set a framework for
future development consent of projects
in Annexes l and ll to the EIA Directive?
(Art. 3.2(a))

Y

The Neighbourhood Plan has been prepared for
town and country planning and land use and sets
out a framework for future development in Nether
Heyford. Once ‘made’, it would form part of the
Statutory Development Plan and will be used when
making decisions on planning applications which
could include development which may fall under
Annexes l and ll of the EIA directive

4. Will the Plan, in view of its likely effects
on sites, require an assessment for future
development under Article 6 or 7 of the
Habitats Directive? (Art. 3.2(b))

?

The Neighbourhood Plan could potentially have
impacts on sites covered by the Habitats Directive.
However, this requires individual assessment of a
Plan (see section 7)

5. Does the Plan determine the use of
small areas at Local OR is it a minor
modification of a PP subject to Article 3.2
(Art.3.3)

Y

The Neighbourhood Plan could determine the use
of small sites at the local (neighbourhood) level
through the implementation of the Plan’s criteriabased development management policies.

6. Does the Plan set the framework for
future development consent of projects
(not just projects in annexes to the EIA
Directive)? (Article 3.4)

Y

A Neighbourhood Plan forms part of the
Development Plan and will be used in the
assessment of planning applications. It therefore
helps to set, alongside other development plan
documents, the framework of the policies for
helping to determine future development at a local
level

7. Is the Plan’s sole purpose to serve the
national defence or civil emergency OR
is it co-financed by structural funds or
EAGGF programmes 2000 to2006/7?
(Articles 3.8, 3.9)

N

Not applicable

8. Is the Plan likely to have a significant
effect on the environment? (Article 3.5)

?

A Neighbourhood Plan could potentially have an
effect on the environment. However, whether this is
significant depends on the proposals in the Plan. An
individual screening assessment of the
Neighbourhood Plan is required (see section 6)

Table 1: Establishing the need for Strategic Environmental Assessment
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6

Screening Assessment

6.1

The Regulations specify a set of criteria which must be used to assess whether any plan
covered by the Regulations is likely to have significant environmental effect and
therefore require a SEA. The table below considers each of these in turn:

Ref

Criteria for determining
the likely significance of
effects

Likely to
have
significant
effects?

Justification for assessment

1(a)

The degree to which the Plan
or programme sets a
framework for projects and
other activities, either with
regard to the location, nature,
size and operating conditions
or by allocating resources

No

The framework for development in
Nether Heyford is currently set by the
policies in the South Northants Local
Plan Part 2 and the NPPF. Sites have
been allocated within the Nether
Heyford Neighbourhood Plan however
these have been excluded in two
cases where the designation of the
sites has changed since the
commencement of the Plan to ‘Priority
Habitat Inventory - Deciduous
Woodland (England)’

1(b)

The degree to which the Plan
or programme influences other
plans or programmes including
those in a hierarchy

No

A Neighbourhood Plan is at the bottom
of the Planning hierarchy and must be
prepared to be inconformity with the
NPPF and new Local Plan and the
wider Development Plan

1(c)

The relevance of the Plan or
programme for the integration
of environmental
considerations in particular with
a view to promoting
sustainable development

No

The Nether Heyford Neighbourhood
Plan focuses on protecting the
wellbeing and quality of the Village
and its environment, particularly with
regard to possible future development
which has been identified through the
Local Plan process (which has been
subject to a sustainability appraisal at
all stages). The Plan contributes to the
achievement of sustainable
development at the neighbourhood
level. Policies set out in the Plan protect
assets of local environmental value
including the conservation area,
valued landscapes and green spaces
and provide locally distinct planning
policies to protect these environmental
assets. It is considered that the
Neighbourhood Plan’s likely impact will
be to have a positive effect on the
environment by providing an additional
layer of protection

1(d)

Environmental problems
relevant to the Plan

No

None have been identified

1(e)

The relevance of the Plan or
programme for the
implementation of community
legislation on the environment
(e.g. Plans and programmes
linked to waste management
or water protection

No

The Neighbourhood Plan will be in
conformity with the Local Plan policies
and the NPPF which have taken
account of existing European and
National legislation for environmental
protection. Waste management is not
a matter for neighbourhood plans.
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2(a)

The probability, duration,
frequency and reversibility of
the effects

No

No significant effects have been
identified

2(b)

The cumulative nature of the
effects

No

No significant effects have been
identified

2(c)

The trans-boundary nature of
the effects

No

No significant effects have been
identified

2(d)

The risks to human health of the
environment (e.g. due to
accidents)

No

No significant effects have been
identified

2(e)

The magnitude and spatial
extent of the effects
(geographical area and size of
the population likely to be
affected)

No

No significant effects have been
identified

2(f)

The value and vulnerability of
the area likely to be affected
due to:

No

The Neighbourhood Plan area is rural in
character and the area does contain
both natural and heritage sensitive
features but there are no proposals in
the Plan which are likely to have
significant environmental effects on
these features.

i. The special natural
characteristics or cultural
heritage
ii. Exceeded environmental
quality standards
iii. Intensive land-use

The following policies in the
Neighbourhood Plan are designed to
protect these features:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

H1 Built-up area boundary
H3 Existing Bliss School site
H4 Infill within the Village boundary
BE1 Design
BE2 Density
BE3 Heritage Assets
BE4 Use of Garden Land
BE5 Responding to local character
BE7 Conversion of rural buildings
ECON4 River and canal activities
COM1 Flood and surface water
management
COM3 Allotments
NE1 Green infrastructure
NE2 Valued landscapes, vistas and
skylines
NE3 Nature reserves
R&T1 Walking and cycling
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2(g)

The effects on areas or
landscapes which have a
recognised national,
community or international
protection status

No

The Habitat Regulation Assessment
Screening Report prepared for the
District Council concluded that
individually or in combination, there is
not likely to be any significant impact
on European sites from any plans or
projects within the District.
There is one Site of Special Scientific
Interest adjoining the Parish (see Figure
6) and is approximately 575m from the
nearest development site (SNC310); it is
considered that there are no proposals
in the Neighbourhood Plan that will
have any impact whatsoever on the
SSSI.
Nether Heyford has one Conservation
area in the centre of the village and a
number of listed buildings which are
shown in Figures 3 and 4.

Figure 6 Bugbrooke Meadows SSSI (shown in green), courtesy of https://magic.defra.gov.uk/
Reference 1002811 10.1 Hectares. Citation 1005617.
LPA should consult Natural England on ALL Planning Applications within the risk zones

16

7.

Habitats Regulations Assessment Screening

7.1

The Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) refers to the assessment required for any
Plan or Project to assess the potential impacts against the conservation objectives of
Natura 2000 wildlife sites. This assessment must determine whether a plan would
adversely affect, or is likely to affect, the integrity of a site(s) in terms of its nature
conservation objectives.

7.2

Under Criterion 4 of Table 1: Assessing the Need for SEA, it was concluded that the
Neighbourhood Plan may have an impact upon internationally designated sites and,
as such, a case by case assessment is required.

7.3

The HRA process is generally divided into three stages. The initial stage of the process is
the screening stage and determines if there are likely to be significant effects or risk of
significant effects possible as a result of the implementation of the Plan. If there are
significant effects, the Plan will need to undertake an Appropriate Assessment. The
screening process should provide a description of the Plan (see earlier) and an
identification of the Natura 2000 sites which may be affected by the Plan and assess
the significance of any possible effects on the identified sites.

7.4

Nether Heyford itself does not contain any Natura 2000 sites. However, there are a
number of such sites that could potentially be affected by the West Northamptonshire
Joint Core Strategy and this has been subject to an Appropriate Assessment. The
Appropriate Assessment considered the potential effects of the policies and proposals
in the Submission Joint Core Strategy and Proposed Modifications, on the integrity of
two European Sites: Rutland Water Special Protection Area and Ramsar Site and Upper
Nene Valley Gravel Pits Special Protection Area and Ramsar Site. The Appropriate
Assessment was able to rule out any significant negative effects on the two European
Sites.

7.5

The Nether Heyford Neighbourhood Plan policies and proposals are in conformity with
those in the West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy which has been subject to
Appropriate Assessment. This confirms that the Joint Core Strategy will not result in
adverse effects on the integrity of any European Site. It is therefore concluded that no
further work will be required in relation to the Nether Heyford Neighbourhood Plan in
order to comply with the Habitat Regulations.
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8. Consultation Responses
8.1

There has been no contact yet with the Environment Agency, Historic England or
Natural England to enquire about their opinions concerning the content of the
Neighbourhood Plan

9. Screening Determination
9.1

Subject to assumed responses in the negative from the above three statutory bodies, it is
concluded that the Nether Heyford Neighbourhood Plan is not likely to have any
significant environmental effects and therefore a SEA is not required. The principal
reasons for this conclusion are as follows:
No sites allocated for development in the Plan have any significant environmental or ecological
impact
The Neighbourhood Plan focuses on protecting the quality of the village, its environment and
well-being, particularly in the case of development which arises out of the new Local Plan. It is
considered that the Neighbourhood Plan’s impact will be to have a positive effect on the
environment
The Neighbourhood Area does contain natural and heritage features but there are no
proposals in the Neighbourhood Plan which are likely to have significant environmental effects
on these features. As noted in the table above, the policies in the Neighbourhood Plan are
designed to protect these features.

9.2

In terms of the requirement for the Nether Heyford Neighbourhood Plan to be subject to
Habitat Regulations Assessment, the appraisals set out in Section 7 of this report
conclude that no further work will be required to comply with the Habitat Regulations.

Prepared by the Nether Heyford Neighbourhood Plan Group on behalf of the Nether Heyford
Parish Council, March 2021.
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Date:
18 June 2021
Our ref: 356959
Your ref: Nether Heyford Neighbourhood Plan

Tom Dodd
Vice-Chair NHNPG
tom_dodd@btinternet.com

BY EMAIL ONLY

Hornbeam House
Crewe Business Park
Electra Way
Crewe
Cheshire
CW1 6GJ
T 0300 060 3900

Dear Mr Dodd
Nether Heyford Neighbourhood Plan - Strategic Environmental Assessment Determination
Thank you for your consultation on the above dated 16 June 2021 which was received by Natural
England on 16 June 2021
Natural England is a non-departmental public body. Our statutory purpose is to ensure that the natural
environment is conserved, enhanced, and managed for the benefit of present and future generations,
thereby contributing to sustainable development.
Screening Request: Strategic Environmental Assessment
It is our advice, on the basis of the material supplied with the consultation, that, in so far as our
strategic environmental interests (including but not limited to statutory designated sites, landscapes
and protected species, geology and soils) are concerned, that there are unlikely to be significant
environmental effects from the proposed plan.
Neighbourhood Plan
Guidance on the assessment of Neighbourhood Plans, in light of the Environmental Assessment of
Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004 (as amended), is contained within the National Planning
Practice Guidance. The guidance highlights three triggers that may require the production of an SEA,
for instance where:
•a neighbourhood plan allocates sites for development
•the neighbourhood area contains sensitive natural or heritage assets that may be affected by the
proposals in the plan
•the neighbourhood plan may have significant environmental effects that have not already been
considered and dealt with through a sustainability appraisal of the Local Plan.
We have checked our records and based on the information provided, we can confirm that in our view
the proposals contained within the plan will not have significant effects on sensitive sites that Natural
England has a statutory duty to protect.
We are not aware of significant populations of protected species which are likely to be affected by the
policies / proposals within the plan. It remains the case, however, that the responsible authority should
provide information supporting this screening decision, sufficient to assess whether protected species
are likely to be affected.

Notwithstanding this advice, Natural England does not routinely maintain locally specific data on all
potential environmental assets. As a result the responsible authority should raise environmental issues
that we have not identified on local or national biodiversity action plan species and/or habitats, local
wildlife sites or local landscape character, with its own ecological and/or landscape advisers, local
record centre, recording society or wildlife body on the local landscape and biodiversity receptors that
may be affected by this plan, before determining whether an SA/SEA is necessary.
Please note that Natural England reserves the right to provide further comments on the environmental
assessment of the plan beyond this SEA/SA screening stage, should the responsible authority seek
our views on the scoping or environmental report stages. This includes any third party appeal against
any screening decision you may make.
For any new consultations, or to provide further information on this consultation please send your
correspondences to consultations@naturalengland.org.uk.

Yours sincerely

Jacqui Salt
Consultations Team

FAO: Tom Dodd
By email:
tom_dodd@btinternet.com

Our ref:
AN/2012/115343/SE04/DS1-L01
Date:
07 July 2021

Dear Tom
Nether Heyford Neighbourhood Plan - Strategic Environmental Assessment
Thank you for consulting the Environment Agency on the Strategic Environmental
Assessment (SEA) screening report for the Nether Heyford Neighbourhood Plan.
We are a statutory consultee in the SEA process and aim to reduce flood risk and
protect and enhance the water environment.
We find that there are areas of fluvial flood risk and watercourses within the Plan area.
In particular, we note that the boundary extends into areas of flood zones 2 and 3 of the
River Nene.
Flood risk
Section 4.4 – potential development sites
Section 4.4 of the statement has stated the flood zones for some of the potential
development sites. We have summarised the highest flood zone on each site below for
your information, as it is hard to see at the scale we can provide the flood map at.

Site reference

Flood zone 1
2 (SNC 257)
3 (OR 312)
6 (OR 317)

Flood zone 2
9 (SNC 404)
1 (SNC 542)
4 (SNC 543)
5 (SNC 544)
7 (OR314)
8 (SNC 310)

Flood zone 3
9 (partly within
FZ2)

None of the potential development sites are located in the functional floodplain (5% 1 in
20 flood extent).
The National Planning Policy Framework (paragraph 163, footnote 50) states that a
flood risk assessment (FRA) must be submitted when application sites lie within Flood
Zone 3 or 2, which is land defined by the planning practice guidance as having a high or
medium probability of flooding. An FRA is vital to making informed planning decisions.
We have enclosed our flood maps with this response. Please refer to Open Government
Licence which explains the permitted use of this information.
Environment Agency
Nene House (Pytchley Lodge Industrial Estate),
Pytchley Lodge Road, Kettering, Northants, NN15 6JQ
Email: LNplanning@environment-agency.gov.uk
www.gov.uk/environment-agency

Cont/d..

Customer services line: 03708 506 506
Calls to 03 numbers cost the same as calls to standard
geographic numbers (i.e. numbers beginning with 01 or 02).

Environmental permit
The Environmental Permitting (England and Wales) Regulations 2016 require a permit
to be obtained for any activities which will take place:
 on or within 8 metres of a main river (16 metres if tidal)
 on or within 8 metres of a flood defence structure or culverted main river (16
metres if tidal)
 on or within 16 metres of a sea defence
 involving quarrying or excavation within 16 metres of any main river, flood
defence (including a remote defence) or culvert
 in a floodplain more than 8 metres from the river bank, culvert or flood defence
structure (16 metres if it’s a tidal main river) and you don’t already have planning
permission.
For further guidance please visit https://www.gov.uk/guidance/flood-risk-activitiesenvironmental-permits or contact our National Customer Contact Centre on 03708 506
506.
The applicant should not assume that a permit will automatically be forthcoming once
planning permission has been granted, and we advise them to consult with us at the
earliest opportunity.
Environment Agency projects
We are developing a property level protection scheme for properties at high flood risk in
the River Nene catchment. Some of the properties identified are in Nether Heyford. The
project is in the feasibility stage and is subject to funding. We are keen to explore other
funding opportunities that may arise to support Government funding that is available to
the project.
Should you require any additional information, or wish to discuss these matters further,
please do not hesitate to contact me on the number below.
Yours sincerely

Keri Monger
Sustainable Places - Planning Adviser
Direct dial 020 847 48545
Direct e-mail keri.monger@environment-agency.gov.uk
Enc.
Flood maps x 2

End
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Flood Map centred on SP 66021 58474 - created July 2021 [Ref: AN/2012/115343/SE-04/DS1]
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Raised Defences

Flood Storage Areas

Area at Risk of Flooding from Rivers or The Sea
Extreme Flood Outline

Dark blue shows the area that could be affected by flooding,
either from rivers or the sea, if there were no flood defences.
This area could be flooded:
- from the sea by a flood that has a 0.5% (1 in 200) or greater
chance of happening each year.
- or from a river by a flood that has a 1% (1 in 100) or greater
chance of happening each year.
Light blue shows the extent of the Extreme Flood Outline,
which represents the extent of a flood event with a 0.1%
chance of occurring in any year, or the highest recorded
historic extent if greater.
These two colours show the extent of the natural floodplain
if there were no flood defences or certain other manmade
structures and channel improvements. Sites outside the two
extents, but behind raised defences, may be affected by
flooding if the defences are overtopped or fail.

Created by the Partnerships and Strategic Overview Team,
Kettering

© Environment Agency copyright and / or database rights 2021. All rights reserved. © Crown Copyright and database right. All rights reserved. Environment Agency, 100026380, 2021.
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Modelled Flood Functional Floodplain (with defences) Upper Nene (2016) and Heyford Brook (2013)
Map centred on SP 66021 58474- created July 2021 [Ref: AN/2012/115343/SE-04/DS1]
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Mr Tom Dodd
Nether Heyford Parish Council

Direct Dial: 0121 625 6870
Our ref: PL00751234
29 June 2021

Dear Mr Dodd
NETHER HEYFORD NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN - SEA SCREENING REQUEST
Thank you for your consultation of 16 June 2021 and the request for a Screening
Opinion in respect of the Nether Heyford Neighbourhood Plan.
For the purposes of consultations on SEA Screening Opinions, Historic England
confines its advice to the question, “Is it likely to have a significant effect on the
environment?” in respect of our area of concern, cultural heritage. Our comments are
based on the information supplied with the screening request.
On the basis of the information supplied and in the context of the criteria set out in
Schedule 1 of the Environmental Assessment Regulations [Annex II of ‘SEA’
Directive], Historic England is of the view that the preparation of a Strategic
Environmental Assessment is not likely to be required.
The views of the other statutory consultation bodies should be taken into account
before the overall decision on the need for a SEA is made. If a decision is made to
undertake a SEA, please note that Historic England has published guidance on
Sustainability Appraisal / Strategic Environmental Assessment and the Historic
Environment that is relevant to both local and neighbourhood planning and available
at:
<https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/sustainability-appraisal-andstrategic-environmental-assessment-advice-note-8/>
Should it be concluded that, overall, a SEA will be required for the Plan, Historic
England would be pleased to discuss the scope of the assessment in relation to the
historic environment in due course.
I hope that this information is of use to you at this time. Should you have any queries,
please do not hesitate to contact me.
Yours sincerely,
Clive Fletcher
THE AXIS 10 HOLLIDAY STREET BIRMINGHAM B1 1TF
Telephone 0121 625 6888
HistoricEngland.org.uk
Historic England is subject to both the Freedom of Information Act (2000) and Environmental Information Regulations (2004). Any
Information held by the organisation can be requested for release under this legislation.

Clive Fletcher
Principal Adviser, Historic Places
clive.fletcher@HistoricEngland.org.uk

THE AXIS 10 HOLLIDAY STREET BIRMINGHAM B1 1TF
Telephone 0121 625 6888
HistoricEngland.org.uk
Historic England is subject to both the Freedom of Information Act (2000) and Environmental Information Regulations (2004). Any
Information held by the organisation can be requested for release under this legislation.

Document 10

Statements from Bliss School Trustees and Head

Tuesday 24th August 2021
To the Nether Heyford Neighbourhood Plan Group,
I write to offer my support for the relocation of The Bliss Charity School as part of the Nether Heyford
Neighbourhood Plan.
Whilst the age of our school building – and its unique location in the heart of the village – adds to the charm and
character of Bliss, the facilities are becoming increasingly less and less fit for purpose. In recent years, and
particularly during the COVID-19 pandemic, this has become ever more apparent, with staff having to ‘work around’
the constraints of the building in order to provide the education our pupils deserve.
In my five years as Headteacher, much-needed money (that could have been better spent on educational resources)
has had to be directed into a programme of ongoing repairs to the Victorian heating system. And, despite a new
boiler being installed, there have been repeated issues with the pipework. In 2021 alone, we have had two burst
pipes, one of which led to a whole school closure not long after pupils returned to full time face-to-face education
and the other meant relocating the Year 6 pupils to the mobile classroom for a number of weeks. Both of these
leaks caused significant disruption to teaching and learning, as well as costing the school and the Bliss Charity Trust
money which cannot be afforded and should have be directed into enhancing learning outcomes. Furthermore, it is
likely that additional problems with the Victorian pipework will occur in the near future but removing this
infrastructure is estimated to cost between £40,000 - £50,000.
Over the course of the coronavirus pandemic, a difficult situation has been made even more challenging because of
the building. The requirement for pupils to remain in consistent class-sized ‘bubbles’, for instance, meant that
children could not share the same communal spaces for the vital catch-up work and interventions that were needed
following the lockdowns, but these areas are in very short supply in an old building like ours. In more modern
educational facilities, every classroom has an associated ‘break-out’ space for important group work of this nature –
these areas would have been very useful over the last eighteen months. Instead, to ensure those pupils who needed
it most could get the support they needed to catch-up, we had to re-purpose the mobile classroom, my office,
corridors and areas of the hall.
Moving to a new, purpose-built, modern facility will provide future generations of pupils and staff with the resources
they need to excel, giving the children at Bliss the sports and arts facilities they need and deserve, as well as building
a 21st ICT infrastructure into the building instead of working around the constraints of the old fabric. Currently, there
is not sufficient space in the hall or playgrounds for the number of children on roll and the lack of an on-site playing
field and car park means that it is impossible to correct these inadequacies because of the limitations of the size of
the current site. The current hall is nowhere near large enough for a school with nearly 200 pupils – a larger facility
will ensure lunchtimes run smoothly by giving the area needed to seat every child with adequate space, as well as
providing the indoor space for classes of 30 to engage in games, gymnastics, dance and drama. As mentioned
previously, modern schools are usually built with break-out spaces and toileting facilities for each classroom – this is
something that we really need to ensure the needs of all pupils are met to the full. Furthermore, having playgrounds

large enough for our number on roll – and our own enclosed sports field – would ensure that all children are able to
be physically active for longer throughout the school day. Using the village green has served the school well for
many, many years but safeguarding and supervision requirements mean that it is not accessed all day, every day –
this would not be the case with our own outdoor spaces, meaning we could build on the already-excellent extracurricular sports offering at Bliss.
If further information or details are required regarding the problems we have faced (and continue to face), please
feel free to contact me and I will be glad to discuss these challenges with you, as well how a new school site would
ensure Bliss’ future is as successful as its long history. Finally, school leaders would also welcome the opportunity to
be fully involved in the design stage of any new school plans so that we can help planners ensure that the new site
meets the needs of our staff, parents and pupils.
Yours faithfully,
Yours faithfully,

Mr. S. Carter
(Headteacher)

