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Introduction 
 

Following the Open Day in March, the Nether Heyford Neighbourhood Plan Group (NHNPG) 

took the comments that were made and used them to produce a questionnaire to get the views 

of the wider community.  

The feedback from the survey will help the Neighbourhood Plan Group to build a more 

comprehensive plan for all in Nether Heyford for the next 15 years and to move to the next 

step of the neighbourhood plan process – writing our own policies for the village. 

 
 

Methodology 

 

The survey ran from the end of May with a deadline of June 24th, 2017. All households in the 

Parish received hand delivered questionnaires by one of a team of volunteers. They were 

asked to complete the questionnaire on behalf of the household and return it using a Freepost 

envelope to Stratford-on-Avon District Council, or take it to the Neighbourhood Plan tent at the 

Village Fete where there was a drop-off box. 

686 questionnaires were distributed in total. 324 questionnaires were returned in the timescale 

allowed.  

To encourage a good return a prize draw took place for £100 using a separate ticket so it was 

not linked to the survey responses of the household. 

All the information provided was processed by an independent third party, and Stratford-on-

Avon District Council (SDC) aggregated and analysed the responses to create this final report. 

This ensured complete confidentiality for the respondents.  

The report follows the order of the questionnaire. Charts and tables are used throughout the 

report to assist the interpretation of the results. In some cases, anomalies appear due to 

“rounding-up” to nearest whole number. The term “base” in the tables and charts refer to the 

number of responses to a particular question. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://netherheyfordneighbourhoodplan.org.uk/page34.html
http://netherheyfordneighbourhoodplan.org.uk/contactus.html
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Nether+Heyford,+Northampton,+UK/@52.2202299,-1.0389663,16.25z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x487710e58d35cb7d:0x67c0e115d7ac0548!8m2!3d52.219796!4d-1.0336939?hl=en
http://netherheyfordneighbourhoodplan.org.uk/page22.html
http://netherheyfordneighbourhoodplan.org.uk/page22.html
http://netherheyfordneighbourhoodplan.org.uk/page38.html
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Summary of Results 

Household Profile 
 

o Almost half of all respondents showed that they lived in a detached house with more 

than one storey and a third lived in a semi-detached house with more than one storey.  

o Nine in ten households were owned either with or without a mortgage. 

o 59% had lived in Nether Heyford for more than twenty years, with a further 18% 

between 11 and 20 years. 

o 3% of those surveyed said that in their home someone required care such as Care in 

the Community, day centres or respite care. 

o 14% of respondents felt that someone in their household would use a day care facility 

if one was provided in Nether Heyford. 

o 18% of households have experienced adults moving away from Nether Heyford in the 

past five years. 

o Of those households, 40% of those who left would have stayed if there had been 

suitable housing, almost the same percentage (39%) said they would not have stayed, 

and 21% were not sure.    

o 12% of respondents said that they or another member of their household were 

considering moving house, but staying within Nether Heyford in the next few years. 

 

Housing Need 
 

o Those in the 22 to 44-year-old age group were most likely to wish to move. 

o Those considering a move were more likely to want two bedrooms in their new home. 

o There was quite an even spread between single people, couples and families wishing 

to move. 

o Those wishing to move house within the Parish would like to do so in more than a 

years’ time. 

o The main reason that their current home does not meet their needs is the requirement 

to live independently (15 people). 

o The main reason for those wishing to move within the village but cannot was the lack 

of houses to rent in the village. 

o Three people wanting to move had a specialist housing need. 
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o The most common amount of rent per week people could afford to pay was £100 to 

£200. 

o Seven residents were currently on the South Northants Council Housing Register. 

o 12 respondents indicated that in their household they have a need for affordable 

housing in Nether Heyford. 

o Two-bedroom affordable homes were the most popular size of property with rental from 

a Housing Association the most frequent response (albeit on a small sample). 

 

Housing and Development in Nether Heyford 
 

o Asked what scale of development respondents feel is best for Nether Heyford, 35% 

wanted developments for 10 or fewer households, 51% felt development should have 

11 to 25 houses and 15% went for development for 25 or more. 

o 45% wished to see the building of more than 10 properties at one time in one place.  

34% wanted development spread over 15 years, organic growth around the village.  

21% wished to see several developments of 10 to 20 houses spread around the village, 

over the next 15 years.  

o 81% of respondents felt general market homes for sale should be on offer within the 

next 15 years, closely followed by 77% wishing to see homes for rent primarily for 

Nether Heyford villagers, 67% would like affordable homes and 60% those offering 

affordable rents. 41% of respondents wanted general market homes for rent. 

o The most popular type of housing residents felt were required was semi-detached at 

82%, with bungalows recording a figure of 76% and retirement/sheltered homes 75%.  

66% wish to see community-led housing.  

o 39% felt that any new homes should have three bedrooms.  30% wanted two 

bedroomed houses. 

o There was more support (both 83%) for building on previously used land within the 

village and the conversion of redundant agricultural buildings. There was less support 

for building on fields around the edges of the village (46%) and within existing gardens 

(43%). 

o 69% were in favour of solar panels and 65% triple glazing for environmentally friendly 

systems. Half went for a rainwater system for toilets and water butts. 

o 82% of residents felt it was very or quite important for new developments to be built off 

existing village roads ensuring integration. 

o  94% believed that new housing should have off street parking for two cars. 

o 81% believed that new housing should have car ports rather than garages to keep cars 

off the road. 
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Business and Employment 
 

o Residents were asked whether there was a need for small scale development in the 

village. Half felt there was no need for small scale development in Nether Heyford. 

31% thought creative workshop spaces could be developed, 23% extra shops and the 

same figure for small starter office units. 

o 23% of households contain someone who works from home. 

o Of those working from home, 8% were interested in collaborating with other home 

workers and 64% were not.  

 

Roads and Transport 
 

o With regard to traffic calming measures, 48% were in favour of speed limiting flashing 

signs, 45% wished to see a 20mph speed limit, 36% a roundabout at the junction of 

Furnace Lane and Weedon Road and 35% a Stop sign at the same location at the end 

of Weedon Road. 

o 35% would like to take a small part of the Green for parking opposite Bliss School, and 

33% wanted to create parking for Bliss School elsewhere in the village. 27% said do 

nothing. 

o 45% of residents did not use the bus service.  Of those that did, 70% of residents were 

satisfied with the service. 

 

Leisure 
 

o Of those who responded, 228 people go walking in the village and 124 do so 

elsewhere.  155 enjoy gardening and 103 involve themselves in the community, within 

Nether Heyford, by being involved in clubs etc.  84 people use the children’s play 

equipment in the village and 76 enjoy cycling. 

o 56% of respondents wished to see improvements to the canal towpath and 53% an 

improvement in cycle connections to Upper Heyford, Bugbrooke and the national cycle 

network.  31% felt there should be improved equipment in the play area on the Green. 

o 60% of respondents said that the 15 to 19-year-old age group were under-served for 

recreational opportunities. 43% felt likewise for the 10 to 15 age group. 

 

http://www.bliss.northants.sch.uk/index.php
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Heritage 
 

o 98% of those surveyed felt it was very or quite important to preserve the village’s rural 

and historic character by retaining the conservation area. 95% felt likewise in that any 

materials used to potentially build should be in keeping with the village and 89% would 

like the height of new housing kept low.  

o 49% of respondents felt it not at all important for building gable end-on creating 

diversity in buildings.  

 

Community and Infrastructure 
 

o 19% felt there was a need for further shops, with treble this figure (58%) indicating 

there was no need. A quarter were not sure. 

o 66% of respondents would be supportive of developing a wildlife reserve in the Parish, 

with 8% not supportive. 

o The three most important issues to be included in the Plan were to preserve the local 

landscape (71%), preserve the views around the village (63%) and promote the 

protection of existing mature or important trees, groups of trees and hedgerows (58%). 

o With regard to flood risk, 85% of parishioners agreed that consideration to work on the 

culverts should be prioritised before new development takes place. 

o 25% were satisfied with the broadband speed in the village, with 43% not satisfied. 

o 29% of respondents believe there should be free to access public broadband funded 

by the Parish Council, with 46% saying they should not. 

o 52% of those responding are supportive of a Community Orchard being established 

for the village with 17% not supportive. 

 
 
 

  

http://netherheyfordneighbourhoodplan.org.uk/page33.html
http://netherheyfordneighbourhoodplan.org.uk/page33.html
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Results in Detail 

 
These questions were included to update the 2011 Census and give us a more accurate 

picture of the households in Nether Heyford. 

The list of streets lived in by respondents are summarised below. A map of the village is 

included at the end of this report. 

Please tell us the street you live in.    

Bliss Close  13 

Brookside Place  13 

Bugbrooke Road  5 

Church Lane  12 

Church Street  12 

Close Road  9 

Furnace Lane  36 

Heyford Lane 4 

Hillside Crescent  25 

Hillside Road  12 

Manor Park  29 

Manor Walk  2 

Middle Street  12 

Parsons Close  5 

Ridgeway Furlong 4 

Roberts Field  5 

Rolfe Crescent  21 

South View  11 

Southview  2 

The Green  18 

The Peak  7 

The Pound  4 

Wakefield Way  14 

Watery Lane  16 

Watling Street  3 

Weedon Road  12 

Western Avenue 5 

Winston Close  12 

 

  

http://www.nomisweb.co.uk/census/2011/key_statistics
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Household Profile 
 

Almost half of all responses showed that they lived in a detached house with more than one 
storey and a third lived in a semi-detached house with more than one storey. The 3 “other” 
mentions are included in Appendix A. 
 
Table 1: 

 

Which of the following best describes the type of 
property you live in? 

Nos % 

Detached house with more than one storey 148 46 

Semi-detached house with more than one storey 105 33 

Terraced house of more than one storey 17 5 

Detached single storey 31 10 

Semi-detached single storey 14 4 

Terraced single storey 3 1 

Caravan/mobile home 0 0 

Other 3 1 

Base: (All Respondents)  (321)  
 

 
 
Nine in ten households were owned either with or without a mortgage.  
 
Table 2: 
 

Do you own or rent this home? Nos % 

Own (with or without a mortgage) 285 89 

Rent privately 13 4 

Part rent/part mortgage (shared ownership) 3 1 

Rent from Council or Housing Association 18 6 

Rent from employer or tied job of household member 0 0 

Rent free 1 0 

Other 1 0 

Base: (All Respondents)  (321)  
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Almost six in ten respondents (59%) had lived in Nether Heyford for more than twenty years, 
with a further 18% between 11 and 20 years. 
 
Chart 1:  

 
 

 
 
 
3% of those surveyed said that in their home someone required care such as ‘Care in the 
Community’, day centres or respite care. 
 
Chart 2: 

 
 

 
 

How long have you lived in Nether Heyford?

59

18

7

9

8

21 years or more

11-20 years

6-10 years

3-5 years

Up to 2 years

%

Base: (All Respondents: 317)

Base: (All Respondents: 316)

3%

97%

Yes No

Does anyone in your home currently require care 
such as care in the community, day centres or 

respite care?
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14% of respondents felt that someone in their household would use a day care facility if one 
was provided in Nether Heyford. 
 
Chart 3: 

 
 
 
 
 
18% of households have experienced adults moving away from Nether Heyford in the past 
five years. 
 
Chart 4: 

 
 
  

Base: (All Respondents: 316)

14%

60%

26%

Yes No Not sure

Would anyone in your household use a day care 
centre facility if it was provided in Nether Heyford?

Base: (All Respondents: 321)

18%

82%

Yes No

Have any adults from your household moved away 
from Nether Heyford in the past five years?
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In households where adults have left the parish in the last five years, 40% of those who left 
would have stayed if there had been suitable housing, almost the same percentage (39%) 
said they would not have stayed, and 21% were not sure. 
 
Chart 5: 

 
 
 
 
 
12% of respondents said that they or another member of their household were considering 
moving house, but staying within Nether Heyford in the next few years. 
 
Chart 6: 

 
 
 
 

Base: (Households where adults have moved from NH in last 5 years: 57)

40%

39%

21%

Yes No Not sure

Would they have stayed in Nether Heyford if 
suitable housing had been available?

Base: (All Respondents: 314)

12%

73%

14%

Yes No Not sure

Are you or any member of your household 
considering moving house but staying within the 
Parish of Nether Heyford in the next few years?
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Housing Need 

This section was only completed by those intending or would like to move within the Parish of 
Nether Heyford. The aim is to help work out what sort of housing might or might not be needed 
in the future. 

Those in the 22 to 44-year-old age group were most likely to wish to move. 

 
Table 3: 
  

How many people of each age are there that wish to move?                                 Number 

0-9 9 

10-15 1 

15-19 4 

20-44 12 

45-64 10 

65-74 10 

Over 75 6 

 
 
Those considering a move were more likely to want two bedrooms in their new home. 
 
Table 4: 
 

How many bedrooms would you/they need in their new home?                                 Number 

1 1 

2 20 

3 8 

4 7 

5 or more 0 

Base: (Respondents considering moving house but staying within 

Parish in next few years)  

(36) 

 
 
There was quite an even spread between single people, couples and families wishing to move. 
The 2 “other” comments are included in Appendix B. 
 
Table 5: 
 

Are the people that want to move…?                                 Number 

A single person 14 

A couple 11 

A family (one or two adults with children) 10 

Other 2 

Base: (Respondents considering moving house but staying within 

Parish in next few years) 

(37) 
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Those wishing to move house within the Parish would like to do so in more than a years’ time. 
 
Table 6: 
 

When would you/they like to move?                                  Number 

Immediately 4 

Within 1 year 2 

More than a year, but within 5 years 19 

Between 5 and 10 years 10 

Base: (Respondents considering moving house but staying within 

Parish in next few years) 

(35) 

 
 
 
The main reason that their current home does not meet their needs is the requirement to live 
independently (15 people). The 6 “other” comments are included in Appendix C. 
 
Table 7: 
 

Why do you think your current home does not meet everyone’s 
needs?                                  

Number 

Too small 8 

Too large 15 

Needs major repairs 2 

Unsuitable for physical needs 4 

Temporary accommodation 0 

Need to live closer to employment 1 

Need to live closer to relative/family 2 

Need to live closer to a carer or give care 0 

Want to live independently 9 

Other 6 

Base: (Respondents considering moving house but staying within 
Parish in next few years) 

(35) 

 
 
 
The main reason for those wishing to move within the village but cannot was the lack of houses 
to rent in the village. The 3 “other” comments are included in Appendix D. 
 
Table 8: 
 

If you or others in your home wish to move within the village but 
cannot, what are the reasons stopping you?                                  

Number 

Can’t afford to buy/rent in the village 11 

Can’t afford the cost of moving 3 

Lack of suitable housing 24 

Lack of houses to rent in the village 8 

Lack of social housing in the village 7 

Other 3 

Base: (Respondents considering moving house but staying within 
Parish in next few years) More than one response allowed 

(35) 
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Three people wanting to move had a specialist housing need. 
 
Table 9: 
 

Do the people who want to move have a specialist housing need?                                  Number 

No 30 

Yes, accommodation on the ground floor 1 

Yes, a house suitable for people with a disability 0 

Yes, sheltered housing with support services provided 2 

Yes, residential care 0 

Other 0 

Base: (Respondents considering moving house but staying within 

Parish in next few years) 

(33) 

 
 
 
The most common amount of rent per week people could afford to rent was £100 to £200. 
 
Table 10: 
 

How much would the people moving out be able to afford if renting?                                  Number 

Up to £100 per week 3 

£100 - £200 6 

£200 - £300 3 

More than £300 3 

Not applicable 17 

Base: (Respondents considering moving house but staying within 
Parish in next few years) 

(32) 

 
 
 
7 residents were currently on the South Northants Council Housing Register. 
 
Table 11: 
 

Are you/they currently on the South Northants Council Housing 
Register?                                  

Number 

Yes 7 

No 26 

Base: (Respondents considering moving house but staying within 
Parish in next few years) 

(33) 
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Residents were provided with a definition of affordable housing.  12 respondents indicated 
that in their household they have a need for affordable housing in Nether Heyford. 
 
Table 12: 
 

Does anyone in your current household have a need for affordable 

housing in Nether Heyford, i.e. they/you cannot afford to buy or rent 
on the open market?                                  

Number 

Yes 12 

No 20 

Base: (Respondents considering moving house but staying within 
Parish in next few years) 

(32) 

 
 
 
Two-bedroom affordable homes were the most popular size of property with rental from a 
Housing Association the most frequent response albeit on a small sample. 
 
Table 13: 
 

How many bedrooms would you/they need in this affordable 

housing?                                  

Number 

1 1 

2 10 

3 1 

4 0 

5 or more 0 

Base: (Respondents considering moving house but staying within 

Parish in next few years) 

(12) 

 
 
Table 14: 
 

How many people would live in this property?                                  Number 

1 1 

2 7 

3 3 

4 1 

5 or more 0 

Base: (Respondents considering moving house but staying within 

Parish in next few years) 

(12) 
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Table 15: 
 

Would the new household be seeking…?                                  Number 

To rent from Housing Association 6 

Shared ownership with Housing Association 3 

Either 3 

Base: (Respondents considering moving house but staying within 

Parish in next few years) 

(12) 

 
 
 

Housing and Development in Nether Heyford 

This section dealt with the building of new housing that will be built in Nether Heyford over the 
next fifteen years.  

Asked what scale of development respondents feel is best for Nether Heyford, 35% wanted 
developments for 10 or fewer households, 51% felt development should have 11 to 25 houses 
and 15% went for developments of 25 properties or more. 
 
Chart 7: 

 
 
 

Residents were informed in the survey that it would be more likely that for larger developments 
of ten properties or more, there would be a better chance of bringing extra money into the 
village for various projects (such as extra community facilities and infrastructure 
improvements).  

  

What scale of development do you think is best for 
Nether Heyford?

15

51

35

Development for 25 or
more households

Development for 11-25
households

Developments for 10 or
fewer households

%

Base: (All Respondents: 313)
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Respondents were asked about the pace of future development. 45% wished to see the 
building of more than 10 properties at one time in one place. 34% wanted development spread 
over 15 years, organic growth around the village. 21% wished to see several developments of 
10 to 20 houses spread around the village, over the next 15 years.  
 
Table 16: 
 

Bearing this in mind, would you rather see developments 
spread over 15 years spread across the village, or 
carried out one at a time in one place?                                 

Nos % 

Spread over 15 years, organic growth around the village 
– unlikely to attract revenue for the village 

101 34 

Several developments of 10-20 houses spread around 
the village, over the next 15 years 

65 21 

Build more than 10 properties at one time in one place 

– likely to attract revenue for the village 

136 45 

Base:  (All Respondents)  (301)  

 
 

Residents were asked about the type of housing that should be brought in within the next 15 
years. 

81% of respondents felt general market homes for sale should be on offer, closely followed by 
77% wishing to see homes for rent primarily for Nether Heyford villagers. 

67% would like affordable homes and 60% those offering affordable rents. There was less 
desire (41% of respondents) who wanted general market homes for rent. 

Chart 8: 
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Asked what type of housing is required, a list of various types was given in response. A 
definition of community-led housing was provided. 
 
The most popular amongst residents was semi-detached at 82%, with bungalows recording a 
figure of 76% and retirement/sheltered homes 75%. 66% wish to see community-led housing. 
There was less enthusiasm for flats/apartments (28%) and self-build homes (32%). 
 
The 5 “other” types are included in Appendix E. 
 
Chart 9: 

 
 

 
  

66

75

32

28

76

52

82

56

12

8

36

56

12

30

5

26

22

17

32

16

12

18

13

17

Community led housing

(245)

Retirement/sheltered homes

(254)

Self-build homes (225)

Flats/apartments (228)

Bungalows (259)

Terrace (235)

Semi-detached (259)

Deatched (242)

Yes No Not sure

%

Base: (All Respondents) ()

What types of housing do you feel are required?



18 
 

 
Almost four out of ten respondents (39%) felt that any new homes should have three 
bedrooms.  About three in ten preferred two bedroomed houses. 
  
Chart 10: 

 
 
 
 
Residents were asked if there were to be new development where they thought it should be. 
There was more support for building on previously used land within the village and the 
conversion of redundant agricultural buildings (both 83%). There was less support for building 
on fields around the edges of the village (46%) and within existing gardens (43%). 
Asked if there was anywhere else, 11 comments were made and are included in the Appendix 
F. 
 
Chart 11: 

 

Base: (All Respondents: 306)
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Given a list of environmentally friendly systems, residents were asked to choose the three 
they would most like to see included in new build properties. A definition of ground source 
heat pumps was provided. 
 
69% were in favour of solar panels and 65% triple glazing. Half went for a rainwater system 
for toilets and water butts. 
 
Table 17: 
 

Which three of these environmentally friendly systems 
would you most like to see included in the new build 

properties?                                 

% % 

Solar panels 208 69 

Triple glazing 196 65 

Rainwater system for toilets 154 51 

Rainwater collection (water butts) 151 50 

Air/ground source heat pumps 48 16 

Charging points for electric cars 100 33 

Base:  (All Respondents) More than one response 

allowed 

(300)  

 
 
 
82% of residents felt it was very or quite important for new developments to be built off existing 
village roads ensuring integration, or new roads specific to that development risking separation 
from the village. 
 
Chart 12: 

 
 
 
 
 
 

How important is it for new developments to build 
off existing village roads ensuring integration, or 
new roads specific to that development risking 

separation from the village?

18

40

42
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94% believed that new housing should have off street parking for two cars. 
 
Chart 13: 

 
 
 
 
Eight out of ten respondents (81%) believed that new housing should have car ports rather 
than garages to keep cars off the road. 
 
Chart 14: 
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At the Open Day, some residents in the village noted they were compulsorily paying more than 
£300 annually to private companies for maintenance of green spaces around their homes 
(written into the deeds). 
 
Table 18: 
 

Should responsibility for maintenance of green spaces 

within new developments be with the Parish Council or 
given over to private companies to own and manage?                                 

Nos % 

Parish Council along with all other green space 

maintenance in the village 

237 79 

Private companies, paid by households in new 

developments 

64 21 

Base: (All Respondents)  (301)  

 

 

Business and Employment 

Residents were asked whether there was a need for small scale development in Nether 
Heyford. 51% felt there was no need for this. 31% thought creative workshop spaces could be 
developed, 23% extra shops and the same figure for small starter office units. 
 
Residents were asked where they should be based and the 103 comments made are included 
in the Appendix G. 
 
Table 19: 
 

Do you think there is a need for small scale business 

development in Nether Heyford? Would that include?                                  

Nos % 

Extra shops 66 23 

Small starter office units 67 23 

Serviced office units 21 7 

Small commercial units 45 16 

Creative work-shop spaces 90 31 

None at all 146 51 

Base: (All Respondents) More than one response 

allowed 

(287)  
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23% of households contain someone who works from home. 
 
Chart 15: 

 
 
 
 
Of those working from home, 8% were interested in collaborating with other home workers 
and 64% were not.  
 
Chart 16: 
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Roads and Transport 

Residents were told that there may be access to funds as a result of development which could 
be used to help resolve some of the issues that there is with traffic and parking. The following 
were raised at the Open Day, and views were sought on which are the most important. These 
could be future projects. 

With regard to traffic calming measures, 48% were in favour of speed limiting flashing signs, 
45% wished to see a 20mph speed limit, 36% a roundabout at the junction of Furnace Lane 
and Weedon Road and 35% a Stop sign at the bottom of Weedon Road. 
 
Table 20: 

 

With regard to traffic calming measures, please tick the top 
three only you would most like to see                             

Nos % 

Speed limiting flashing signs 144 48 

20 mph speed limit 137 45 

Roundabout at the junction of Furnace Lane and Weedon 

Road 

109 36 

Stop sign at the bottom of Weedon Road 105 35 

One way system within the loop Watery Lane/The 
Green/Middle Street 

58 19 

Speed bumps 53 17 

One way system within the loop Church Street/Church 

Lane/Weedon Road 

51 17 

Chicane system in Furnace Lane 47 16 

A raised area at the junction of Furnace Lane/Weedon 
Road/The Green 

45 15 

Do nothing 33 11 

Base: (All Respondents) More than one response allowed (303)  

 
 
 
For additional parking options respondents were given a list of alternatives. 35% would like to 
take a small part of the Green for parking opposite Bliss School, 33% wanted to create parking 
for Bliss School elsewhere in the village. 27% said do nothing. 
 
Table 21: 

 

With regard to additional parking options, the following 

came up at Open Day. Please tick any that you agree with                             

Nos % 

Take a small part of the Green for parking opposite Bliss 
School 

104 35 

Create parking for Bliss School elsewhere in the village 97 33 

Do nothing 79 27 

Take a small part of the Green for parking close to the shops 76 26 

Take a small part of the Green for parking close to village 

Hall/Baptist Church 

53 18 

Take a small part of the Green for parking close to the play 
area 

43 14 

Base: (All Respondents) More than one response allowed (298)  

http://www.bliss.northants.sch.uk/index.php
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For those in favour of creating additional parking in the village they were asked where this 
should be and 113 comments were made and included in the Appendix H. 
 
45% of residents did not use the bus service. Of those that did, 70% of residents were satisfied 
with the service. 
 
Those not satisfied with the bus service were asked to comment on what additional services 
they would like to see, where to and what type of transport.  The 25 comments made are 
included in the Appendix I. 
 
Chart 17: 
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Leisure 

Residents were asked what leisure activities members of their household took part in. 
 
228 go walking in the village and 124 do so elsewhere.  155 enjoy gardening and 103 involve 
themselves in the community within Nether Heyford by being involved in clubs, etc.  84 use 
the children’s play equipment in the village and 76 enjoy cycling. 
 
When asked what other activities residents did, 43 responses are included in Appendix J. 
 
Table 22: 

 

What recreational activities do members of your 
household take part in?                             

Number of Household 
Members who take part 
in Activities and Where 

 

In Nether 
Heyford 

Elsewhere 

Walking, including dog walking (236) 228 124 

Running or jogging (60) 55 25 

Cycling (91) 76 55 

Horse riding (18) 6 14 

Visual arts, crafts (49) 26 34 

Music and performing arts (70) 33 47 

Football (44) 24 26 

Other outdoor team or individual sport or activity 

(79) 

33 57 

Indoor team or individual sport activity (54) 21 38 

Children’s play equipment (88) 84 33 

Gardening/allotment (157) 155 3 

Community involvement (clubs, etc.) (118) 103 37 

Other (35) 15 25 

Base: (All Respondents)  
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Residents were given a list of possible improvements in terms of sports and leisure facilities, 
and asked to tick up to three priorities for their households.   
 
56% wished to see improvements to the canal towpath and 53% an improvement in cycle 
connections to Upper Heyford, Bugbrooke and the national cycle network. 31% felt there 
should be improved equipment in the play area on the Green. 
 
For other improvements suggested by respondents these are listed in the Appendix K (18 in 
total). 
 
Table 23: 

 

The following improvements to sports and leisure facilities 
were noted at the Open Day. Please tick up to three boxes 

only to show the improvements which you consider are 
particularly important for the village                             

Nos % 

Improvement to canal towpath 156 56 

Improve cycle connections to Upper Heyford, Bugbrooke 
and the national cycle network 

150 53 

Improved equipment in the play area on the Green 86 31 

Improve access throughout the village where required 81 29 

Disability access to canal towpath 68 24 

Multi-use court (hockey, netball, basketball and roller 
skating, etc.) 

64 23 

Outdoor gym equipment 41 15 

Parkour equipment (free running) 5 2 

Other 18 6 

Base: (All Respondents) More than one response allowed (281)  

 
 
 
Six out of ten respondents said that the 15 to 19-year-old age group were under-served for 
recreational opportunities. 43% felt likewise for the 10 to 15 age group. 
 
Table 24: 

 

Do you think any particular age group of the population is 

under-served by the recreational opportunities available?                             

Nos % 

0-9 11 11 

10-15 43 43 

15-19 60 60 

20-44 10 10 

45-64 5 5 

65-74 11 11 

Over 75 9 9 

Base: (All Respondents) More than one response allowed (100)  

 
If residents felt an age group was underserved then they were asked to think what was 
needed.  The 63 suggestions are included in the Appendix L. 
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Heritage 
 
98% of those surveyed felt it was very or quite important to preserve the village’s rural and 
historic character by retaining the conservation area. 95% felt likewise in the materials used 
to build should be in keeping with the village and 89% would like the height of new housing 
kept low.  
 
49% of residents felt it not at all important for building gable end-on creating diversity in 
buildings, with 50% feeling it was very or quite important. 
 
Residents were asked for any other ideas on this subject and these are listed in Appendix M 
– 25 in all. 
 
Chart 18: 

 
 
 
95 comments are included in Appendix N as residents were asked how to protect or improve 
the historic features of the village. 
 
101 comments are in the Appendix O that makes suggestions for improvements to the Village 
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Community and Infrastructure 
 
At the Neighbourhood Plan Open Day, there were comments about the infrastructure, and the 
things that affect people in the village. Some of these might be supported through any extra 
money that the village gets from developments. 

19% of respondents felt there was a need for further shops, with treble this figure (58%) 
indicating there was no need.  23% were not sure. 
 
From those that thought there should be more shops, 54 comments are included in Appendix 
P. 
 
Chart 19: 
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Two-thirds of respondents would be supportive of developing a wildlife reserve in the Parish, 
with 8% not supportive.  Those supporting the idea were asked to say where it might be sited 
and the 113 comments made are included in Appendix Q. 
 
Chart 20: 

 
 

 
 
Given a list of five issues and asked to select three to be included in the Neighbourhood Plan, 
the three most important were to preserve the local landscape (71%), preserve the views 
around the village (63%) and promote the protection of existing mature or important trees, 
groups of trees and hedgerows (58%). 
 
Table 25: 
 

Which of these issues do you think we should include in 
our Neighbourhood Plan – tick your three most important 

only                       

Nos % 

Preserve the local landscape 216 71 

Preserve the views around the village  193 63 

Promote the protection of existing mature or important 
trees, groups of trees and hedgerows 

154 58 

Promote the preservation and restoration of key local 
habitats and wildlife diversity 

177 50 

Manage the visual impact, scale and location of alternative 
or renewable energy installations 

143 47 

Base: (All Respondents) More than one response allowed (305)  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Base: (All Respondents: 308)
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Would you be supportive of developing a wildlife 
reserve in the Parish?
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At the Open Day, people raised street lighting as a talking point.  If residents felt there was not 
enough or not bright enough lighting, they were asked where they would like to see more – 
146 comments were made and are included in Appendix R. 
 
With regard to flood risk, 85% of parishioners agreed the consideration to work on the culverts 
should be prioritised before potential new development takes place. 
 
Chart 21: 

 
 
 
 
Four in ten residents (40%) were satisfied with the broadband speed in the village, with 
fractionally more 43% not satisfied. 
 
Chart 22: 
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29% of residents believe there should be free to access public broadband funded by the Parish 
Council, with 46% saying they should not. 
 
Chart 23: 

 
 
 
Just over half of those responding (52%) are supportive of a Community Orchard being 
established for the village. 
 
Chart 24: 

 
 
 
When asked to comment on anything else they would like to see the Neighbourhood Plan 
Group to consider, 102 suggestions were made and these are included in Appendix S. 
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Appendices 
 

Appendix A: Which of the following best describes the type of property you live in? Other 

First floor flat over a shop 

Flat 

Ground floor Maisonette 

 

 

 

  

Appendix B: Are the people who want to move...? Other 

Widow 

Friends 

Appendix C: Why do you think your current home does not meet everyone's needs? 

Other 

Neighbours 

On waiting list 

Private rent too expensive 

It may do 

Nearer to shops and amenities 

Noisy neighbours 

Appendix D: If you or others in your home wish to move within the village but cannot, 

what are the reasons stopping you? Other 

Have not found suitable house 

It's a future ambition when the time comes 

We are not ready to move just yet 

Appendix E: What types of housing do you feel are required? Other 

Property conversion to flats 

Houses that are built and sold at a sensible price not telephone number prices 

Parish council owned. Starter homes/flats for short term tenancies 

Whatever will suit land available 

Maisonettes 
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Appendix F: If there were to be new development, where do you think it should be? 

Anywhere else 

Redundant garages 

Allotments 

Village hall 

Convert old garage blocks into terraces and small developments spread around the village 
Rice's paddock 

Linear on approach roads 

We have recently moved to the area and the appeal of the village atmosphere and 
greenery was partly what attracted us. It is important to us not to lose either of these 

Away from non-adopted Roads and drains 

Remove village hall, sell land, build houses on it, use money for one community centre on 
playing fields for clubs/pre-school & school use 

Top of Wilson estate, Rolfe Crescent 

 

Appendix G: Business & Employment - Where do you think they should be based? 

Central 

Existing locations 

Centre of village 

Within existing non-maintained agricultural buildings 

Centre of village 

Edge of village 

Outer ring of the village 

In existing properties 

Around the green 

Brown field areas 

Using redundant buildings (those that have been unused for years or are in poor condition) 
- this would enable people who have no space at home to create new businesses 

Near playing fields 

Out of the village 

Within one mile of village center 

Near the Wickes site, top of Furnace Lane 

In existing buildings 

By Heyford fishery 

By Wickes warehouse 

On existing employment land e.g. Wickes, farms 

On the edge of the village 

Top of Furnace Lane where the commercial units are already there 

Furnace Lane/canal side 

In properties that are not currently utilised 

By railway industrial estate 
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Redundant agricultural areas 

Furnace Lane 

Outskirts of village 

In existing/redundant buildings/areas 

Within walking distance from village green with parking 

Field behind Bliss Close. Upper Heyford farm barns. Fisheries. By the side of any new 
development 

Next to existing shop 

In locations that embody village life 

Within existing village or using unused agricultural buildings 

More central to village - use currently empty premises which are visible and easily 
accessible 

In existing agricultural buildings or unused commercial properties 

Within new developed areas, or converted barns 

Possible land outside village not used for housing 

In centre of village for shops. On the outskirts for office units and creative workshop units 

Within new developments 

Original bakery buildings 

Around the green, as central to all the village 

Rebuild the village hall and develop site to include space above for offices, their rent will 
help sustain the hall and usage fees can be more reasonable. 

Outside the village curtilage to lessen the impact of extra traffic flow through the village. 

Near present shops 

On local authority land 

Near the Wickes warehouse 

Within the village boundary where suitable spare land is not required for housing 

On the edge of the village 

In the village 

Integrate within village 

Foresters or Sun Inn [sic.] (don't think 2 pubs will survive as pubs, one could be converted 
or add offices) 

Outside the village confines and consideration would be required re Road access to 
suitable site - this is a village and our homes - not the work place! We have already had 
discussions with current existing companies - most have been resolved - and Road 
directions were installed. Current through traffic is worrying and talks are always a point to 
monitor to continue our village community-more white vans? No!! 

Where the garages are (Hillside Road/Crescent) 

Top of Furnace Lane, down by the fishery 

Industrial estate at top of Furnace Lane at the junction with A5. Well away from centre of 
village. 

In designated area 

No preference - but would suggest infill of existing redundant space 

Commercial units - upper Furnace Lane & Weedon Road 

Small industrial estate outside village (as at Litchborough) 
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Furnace Lane between canal and railway on past industrial land 

Edge of the village 

Near the town. Pineham is already a mess. Do not ruin nether Heyford 

Centrally such as existing shops 

Existing agricultural and industrial sites 

As close to the existing shops as possible. There are already unused units which could be 
utilised, next to butchers for example. 

Shops - centre of village. Others - together at edge of village 

Within walking distance as not everyone drives 

Furnace Lane 

Centrally 

Furnace Lane 

Within new developments 

Empty shop already! Village shop area very congested all day at the present 

Near to existing shops if possible 

Wherever there is appropriate space and access - but not to detriment of surrounding area 

Out by the railway line/Wickes depot 

On any farm land spare land 

Near centre of village 

On outskirts of village i.e. Weedon Road or Bugbrooke Road 

Adjoining existing commercial development or farms 

As near as possible to other shops 

In a discrete location 

Unused commercial or farm buildings 

Along canal - integrated with boat workshops etc. 

Next to butcher 

Close to existing shops in village 

Furnace Lane (between canal and railway, and between railway and A5) 

In the centre of the village 

Please note that some comments such as ‘n/a’ or ‘I’m not sure’ have not been included 

Appendix H: If you are in favour of creating additional parking in the village, where 

would this be? 

Not the village green 

On the waste ground next to the play area 

Near the green 

Definitely not the village green 

On edge of the village 

On the green near the garages 

Near the playing fields 
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I don't know where there would be suitable areas for this - perhaps if there were to be a 
short (if any) list it would be helpful 

Can villagers offer parking on driveway to teaching staff? Can parents use village hall 
parking for drop off and collection of children? 

Hillside Road area 

Road side by narrowing paths 

Playing fields 

Use corner of Watery Lane/Bugbrooke Road for school parking - put down more yellow 
lines to stop people parking and causing traffic hold up 

Opposite the shop 

Use the playing fields parking 

Field behind Wakefield way 

Around the school, building on staff car park has caused major issues around school 

If there is space on the allotment area - spaces not being cultivated - this could be parking 
near sports & bowling areas 

Unused allotment space 

A good-sized layby around village shop. It gets very congested and is difficult for buses to 
get round which causes chaos 

Extend parking in playing field area 

Corner of Watery Lane and the green. Accommodate 6-8 

Corner of Watery Lane and Bugbrooke Road (nr old farm entrance) 

Taking part of green anywhere will make the village look more unattractive 

As above, on the green, which I perceive is a huge waste of space in the village 

Make children walk 

Most of the people who collect children from the school live within walking distance - so 
walk 

Let the school park in the existing unused carparks - Foresters Arms, village hall 

Sun pub [sic.] 

By the green 

For shops - American style diagonal parking Road side of trees surrounding green so don't 
encroach on green 

Changes in 5.1 and 5.2 affect each other - they need to be integrated. Rethink Road layout 
and parking slots at the shops, inc. Big flowerbox effect on sight lines 

Leave the green alone!! 

Close Road outside the school for any traffic, say 8-9am and 3-4pm, unless dropping off or 
picking up children 

In area just off Hillside Road (opposite Hillside Crescent) - for school use only 

Under no circumstances should any part of the green be used for parking and 
consideration should be given to removing the Roads that run through the green. 

Maybe create set back parking near play area for Bliss school 

Not in favour at all as most of the cars that park near the school are for children who live 
outside the village 

Extend existing parking bay in Hillside Road to junction with Bugbrooke Road 

Hillside Road on the green that belongs to the council for school staff during term time 
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The paved grass area top of Watery Lane opposite dog waste bin. This could park several 
cars if at an angle 

If one-way system introduced then parking on one side of street will become available 

On the green land that in the past was used at times for a fairground 

On the left side of Bugbrooke Road as you leave the village 

Some spaces could be given over to parking on a one-way system. Scheme to utilise 
empty drivers during school hours. Piece of land on corner of the green/Watery Lane 

Triangle of land opposite green at junction Watery Lane Bugbrooke Road 

The village green - it's ours! The whole of the parish and protected. Firmly against this 
idea. School can use their feet - much healthier. 2 possible choices - have talks with the 
playing field committee. They are ongoing quest in buying estree [sic.] area. You may be 
able to use car park during weekdays. Second choice - there is a triangle of land on the 
left-hand side, just as you leave village to go to Bugbrooke. It has a walk way through - to 
Nene walkway. Possible talks to owners 

Not taking part of the green 

Bugbrooke Road - either back of Wakefield way or the opposite side 

Definitely do not take any part of the green! If the school needs parking they should 
perhaps speak to local businesses (village hall) to arrange parking at these places during 
pick up/drop off? (Perhaps the school should have thought about staff parking before 
building!?) 

Leave the green alone 

Better use of village hall car park - walking bus system to school & preschool nursery. Park 
and walking bus from athletics/tennis courts/playing field car park. Walking bus can be run 
by friends of Bliss (PTA) for the benefit of all pupils. This was suggested 8 years ago! 

Bliss school - maybe area designated with restricted timescale e.g. 30 mins during school 
pick up/drop off times 

Definitely don't think part of the green should be used - having a big green is a beautiful 
feature of the village 

Playing field 

The allotments 

Staff school parking. Furnace Lane - more drop kerbs. Rolfe crescent - more drop kerbs 

Village green 

Bugbrooke Road. Do not touch village green! 

Reduce the size of the war memorial green for extra parking by the shops 

Remove planters outside 'One Stop' - they are a hazard. Then if a roundabout was 
installed, ingenious use could be made of space for parking for shops 

On edge of village, or use infill land 

That's for Bliss school to decide. It is staff cars which create the problem. There is no 
problem during holidays 

At no point should the green be used for additional parking anywhere!! 

No way. Not needed 

Near to facilities as again not everyone drives or can walk very far 

No obvious solutions 

Anywhere but not on our lovely green 

More at the shops. Diagonal parking bays and no double parking. This would give more 
parking 
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By the school/play area 

I am not in favour of the green being used for cars or car park 

Around the shop one stop is always very congested 

Close to shops - parking there currently is a genuine hazard 

Along the side of the green. Small off-road spaces. Turning up Hillside Road near play 
area, opposite houses. I think cars parked on the main green would be unsightly 

Do not allow parking on village green. (Not for car park). Village green left, as was given to 
villagers not for parking 

Playing field 

Near Bliss 

Near to village hall 

Hillside Road close to play area 

Shave off areas around edges of village green - would still leave a very large area. No 
point in having huge open space and inadequate parking 

In redundant footpaths 

Near village hall car park 

Dispense with footpath all along green opposite Middle Street and provide parking bays 
nose-on into the trees all along the green 

Encourage more walking 

Leave our lovely village green alone. No car parks. Do not spoil the centre of the village 

In a field on outskirts of village 

Chevron parking along the green between the trees and divert the footpath/pavement to 
run behind the trees 

We strongly believe that the green should be protected with no encroachment for parking 

Dead opposite the school 

The extra field purchased at playing fields 

Create parking layby from Middle Street to shops by taking present footpath. New footpath 
on other side of trees 

Parking area close to buss school and shops would be an improvement for parents and 
deliveries at shop 

Next to Bliss School - between school and Watery Lane 

Playing fields - field on the way out towards Bugbrooke e.g. Where the sheep are next to 
the playing fields - the green is too nice to destroy 

Playing fields 

Not on the green 

Nether Heyford playing fields 

Opposite the school 

Sacrilege - the green was given to all residents of village, not a select few!! 

In the vicinity of the shops 

Use green areas = less mowing. This will make the Roads safer 

Please do not take any of the green for parking! The number of cars that need to be there 
for the school is surely too high in itself. If there needs to be extra parking it should be 
elsewhere. People have legs and can walk! 

Leave our green alone! People should walk more! 

On the corner of Watery Lane and the green (JS’s farm) 
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Please note that some comments such as ‘n/a’ or ‘?’ have not been included 

 

Appendix I: If you answered No to previous question, what additional services would you 

like to see, where to and what type of transport. This might include access to cars, Uber 

services, Taxis, transport by volunteers, using phone apps, as well as traditional buses. 

Bus every half hour. On Sunday before 10am 

More buses, possibly half hourly 

More bus stops for elderly residents 

Any transport service to Towcester, Milton Keynes. Buses (d3) are not reliable for non-
drivers who have dental, hospital appointments etc., so any extra transport to Daventry, 
Northampton etc. And a decent bus shelter 

Buses: more regular at peak times and late-night Uber services. Reliable taxis that will 
operate on a local basis 

On the d3 bus route, cut out the journey around Harpole and give it to d1 or d2 

Bus service is expensive and very unreliable so other options are always worth looking into 

Bus to Towcester at sensible times 

Bus to Towcester as it is our parish south Northants council. Quicker bus route to Daventry 
instead of going around all the villages 

A bus every 30 minutes (to Northampton/Daventry) bus link to M.K./Towcester 

Need to be more frequent and not go via Harpole (to Northampton). Needs to be buses to 
Towcester. Taxis to be explored further 

It’s poor and cost far too much! One an hour is not right when Weedon gets 3 an hour 

More frequent bus service is essential for young people and for those who can't afford or 
unable to drive cars 

From 6.00am until 9.00am bus to run half hourly. 4.30pm until 7.00pm bus to run half 
hourly 

More frequent to enable students to get to college 

Another evening bus 

Bus service to Towcester needed 

Volunteer 'taxi' service 

Local dial-a-bus 

Yes taxi/bus/volunteer. Something more frequent 

Bus route to Towcester 

Bus to and from Towcester - also hospital 

Would like a service to Towcester 

Buses - increased frequency 

Buses every hour or half hourly everyday plus uber services as quick and cheap 
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Appendix J: What recreational activities do members of your household take part in? 

Swimming 

Church 

Pilates, fishing 

Rugby, squash and swimming 

Classic cars 

We love playing on the green 

Gym 

British legion 

Yoga 

Pilates 

Flying, dancing 

Rhyme time, weight watchers, messy play, parents of tots 

Dancing - tango - west coast swing 

Educational classes (run by NCC - we could make space available in the village to host 
classes) 

Narrow boating 

Motor racing 

Wildlife photography, observation, recording, surveying 

Travel days out and about and shows 

Bike riding 

Dancing 

Volunteering for community/sporting events. Bell ringing 

Gliding Husbands Bosworth. Yoga Northampton 

Swimming at Towcester 

Archaeology 

Golf 

Board gaming 

Reading using the library van that comes to Heyford 

Dancing/painting 

Pensioners 

Gym sessions 

Quizzes, pub 

Lawn bowls outdoor. Short mat bowls indoor. 

Pub sports (skittles) 

Dog agility 

Tennis, cricket 

Golf 

Swimming 

Clasp 

Swimming 
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Golf @ Church Brampton 

Gym 

Making stuff doing home maintenance 

Yoga 

 

Appendix K: Please tick up to three boxes only to show the improvements which you 

consider are particularly important for the village. If other, please write what 

improvements here 

After being involved in park, outdoor gym and play areas construction design, I can advise 
for free on design line etc. Please call ******* 

Improvement to playing fields access and facilities (inc. clubhouse). Greenspace/park near 
river 

Improve facilities at the playing field 

Open access public equipment 

Install footpaths to: Flore, Upper Heyford & Bugbrooke 

Maintaining conservation areas 

Safe footpaths from village to Upper Heyford, Weedon, Bugbrooke 

Skate board park to remove kids from street curbs 

Pavements from Upper Heyford and Bugbrooke to Nether Heyford 

Help with updating/rebuilding sports club pavilion 

General walking/cycling/riding opportunities around and outside the village. Dangerous 
Roads to leave the village and some areas are hard to use with a pushchair 

Improved clubhouse and changing facilities at playing fields 

Support in improving playing fields, clubhouse and sports facilities 

Better street lighting 

Road and pavement layout at war memorial and shops need improving. Dog free village 
green - particularly when children play! Total exclusion of dogs! Owners do not clean up 
fully!! 

Concrete skateboard ramp for children 

There needs to be something for the older children, e.g. A skate park or ramp 

Natural park areas 

 

Appendix L: If you ticked any boxes in previous question (Do you think any particular 

age group of the population is under-served by the recreational opportunities 

available?), what do you think they need? 

More social activity choices 

Club house 

Clubs 

Outdoor gym equipment. Make advanced playground equipment e.g. swinging basket, zip 
wire 

Safe access to local pubs (? On selected events). Consult camp school re activities 

Inclusive sporting opportunities, youth groups not linked to schools 
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Somewhere to go that is productive i.e. Learn skills look at 'Timebank' on the net 

More bungalows round village green 

Everything is youth orientated and we need more appropriate modern facilities for those 
still active. More footpaths that are not through fields and not containing livestock (esp. 
bulls). We need a library facility which is permanent (volunteers run) 

Multi use court 

Music/disco venues 

More activities, skate park for teens. More groups for mid age. Better youth facilities other 
than youth club 

Scouts 

Play equipment, clubs 

Multi use court and parkour area, as above 

More groups, leisure facilities to set up and run in the village- everyone travels to Daventry, 
Northampton, Bugbrooke, Weedon, etc 

Areas/places/facilities relevant for their age group 

Gym equipment in the park. Dance classes in suitable venue 

Climbing wall, parkour, skate ramp 

Ask them! Perhaps initiatives with scrambling, driving at Silverstone =, a gym, a young 
person’s leisure board 

Better playground equipment. Somewhere/something constructive for 10-15yr olds 

Clubs of different interests based in centre of village and green, but guess it would be 
difficult to get volunteers 

Somewhere to congregate (too old for youth club) (too young for pubs) 

Clubs where they can get together with people of their own age group 

An area where they can use scooters, skate boards, roller skates 

See above also a cafe in the village where all can meet (not just Fridays) 

Make existing facilities open to all ages and income levels. Do more to engage the youth of 
the village 

Internet cafe in village hall 

Outdoor play equipment - multisport court 

Multisport/activity area 

Age related activities and access to join other groups in other villages etc 

Basketball court 

Morris dancing (compulsory) 

Everything in nether Heyford is geared to 0-9 years and especially to pensioners. Other 
age groups should have negotiated access to the village hall, so clubs for them can be 
established 

More outdoor activities/areas 

Some play equipment for our older children either at the existing play area or in a separate 
part of the village 

Skate board parks needed to get kids from playing near Roads 

More clubs 

Free access to tennis courts (not pay membership (child only) 

A youth club maybe (not sure if already available but not seen advertised) 
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Designated area with age appropriate equipment 

I don't know what they want 

Could benefit from more sporting activities for women e.g. netball, yoga, hockey 

Village funded support for sports - not relying on volunteer funding 

Safe places to meet 

As far as I am aware there is only scouts/girl guides and youth club for this age group 

Retirement club 

Better playground equipment 

More recreational classes/clubs 

All day drop-in cafe would be great. Not just one day a week 

More for teenagers - ask them what they want 

Light exercise classes 

More assisted accommodation 

More playground equipment 

Basketball hoop net, volleyball net (near play area on green) 

Need more things for children and young adults to do other than stand around the street 
causing trouble. Dance club - village hall is not used enough 

Apart from the village pub there is nothing for teenagers and young people to do 

Hall high enough for Badminton (i.e. 9 metres) 

Something for the older children e.g. a skate park or ramp 

Green areas (Wooded) for rough play and adventure activities 

 

Appendix M: What do you think is the best way of preserving Nether Heyford's rural and 

historic character? Any other ideas? 

Heyford chimneys as design feature 

Does the school make provision for the children re the history of our village and need to 
have respect for it 

Maintaining green spaces 

When contacting the parish council there seemed to be no "formal" idea as to boundaries 
and allow for boundaries to be built on e.g. driveways 

Appearance should be 'in keeping' but not necessarily materials as this is too restrictive 

Keeping a community spirit, looking after each other. Keeping it as a village 

Any new houses built in the style of older ones 

Protect trees. Ensure new roads are named after village sites 

Too many houses built in Bliss Close 

Preservation of village green as a facility for the villagers 

Care is also in keeping with neighbours property 

Shut off Furnace Lane at rail bridge 

No monoculture style housing. Copy existing house styles, shapes & sizes. Bliss Close 
does not look like it belongs in Nether Heyford 

Use stone to build houses and not brick or render 

Shop fronts should be in keeping with the village style 
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It is probably appropriate to have some limited development in outlying existing clusters 
e.g. 1. Lower Heyford 2. Weedon Road b/w Flore Lane turn and Narrow Boat p.h. 

Succession of well-established large trees 

Providing single storey small properties so people who have lived in the village a long time 
can continue to do so 

Maintaining the canal and all the footpaths 

Not building within 100 metres of grand union canal 

Some of the new houses to be built in the vernacular style 

Swift nest boxes included in all new buildings. Population declined by 70% 

Do not build on the green 

Keep public footpath/bridleways accessible 

We should be open to some new styles and types of agriculture especially when eco 
friendly 

 

Appendix N: Please suggest in the box below, how we should protect or improve the 

historic features of the village, such as the Roman settlements (including Watling Street), 

the Mill, the Church, Bliss School, the old railway line and conservation area. 

Maintenance, signage 

Improved access to the above will encourage greater use and awareness. Information 
boards and sign posts would help with this. 

Think they are protected well already. Bliss wall just repaired and looks great 

No buildings unless they are sympathetic to the area 

Perhaps talk about these important aspects of village life would give more people an 
insight and interest in them. Perhaps groups already existing could do this 

Try to involve younger age groups by increasing knowledge of, and interest in the historic 
features 

Open parts to the public 

Keeping up maintenance 

A list of historic features should be kept for public scrutiny in Bliss school/village hall 

I would rather the school not get any bigger - it is a village school - class, sizes are getting 
too big - stop encouraging people from town to join 

Make people aware of the local history, more support and finance for the 'Prattler' 

Extend the conservation area. Ensure more properties are listed 

Promote areas through a village look 

Don't charge people to visit the site. Market the village in a professional way 

Better use of council grants 

By not building houses on them 

Grants from lottery 

Volunteer groups with funding from the parish council 

Making people more aware of the history of the village 

Through continual learning and education for the children so history isn't forgotten. 
Continual upkeep of each area 

Make sure that building plans are not given for areas with historic importance 

http://netherheyfordneighbourhoodplan.org.uk/page37.html
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Village history publication - to draw attention to heritage and encourage interested parties 

Have signage explaining their historical impact 

Contact - campaign for the protection of rural England 

Museum? 

Making sure funds become available for improvements to these areas 

Never to build on the village green (anywhere) 

Nothing particular comes to mind 

All should be included in a list of protected areas/sites/buildings 

Have a designated building area that contains documents of the village history 

More information in the Prattler. Annual 'improve your village' day? 

Have a map/info board on the green, with marked walks that take in village heritage and 
history 

No development that jeopardises the above. Signage and info boards. Development and 
maintenance of heritage trail 

Fundraising 

Education in school, maybe a visitor centre 

Local fundraising initiatives 

Gain government/lottery funding 

Produce an 'Historic Heyford' map 

Maintain balance of the past with the actual needs of the future 

Don't build on them! Provide information points. Respect them 

Tight restrictions on developments impacting these landmarks 

Strict control of any changes and a preservation fund (money raised by council tax) 

We have a history board along the path to Flore. Maybe more of these. Also on village 
website 

Maybe form local trust to address these matters 

Don't change anything 

We already have interested parties i.e. roman settlements and the parish council have 
members to overlook the continue of premises and locations. One can always make known 
your interest and would be welcomed 

Shut off Furnace Lane 

Apply for listing? 

Heritage sub group on parish council which can be formed from people interested in our 
heritage but not necessarily assigned as an extra responsibility to the existing hard working 
council members. We would help if council advertises 

Capital grant towards maintenance 

Signage, information points, occasional open days, website 

Lottery grants 

Signage for villagers and visitors to the village. There is already a camping site close by 
and we should tap into small tourism 

Very important to preserve site of Horestone and Whitehall roman villas, Whitehall Anglo-
Saxon cemetery and roman original embankment of Watling Street with original Roman 
culvers for Luddle brook 

Sign posts/information 

http://netherheyfordneighbourhoodplan.org.uk/page37.html
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Ensure paths towards such features are clear 

Not allowing unattractive new builds and keep them sympathetic to their surroundings 

Bliss school - use grants/section 106 money. The mill - largely ruined as a place of public 
tranquility 

Work on churchyard and cutting back trees. Encourage community use of appropriate 
places 

Education, signs, information 

I think this works well at the moment 

Perhaps promote an historic Heyford society 

Speak with the people involved with each feature and work out what would help. Ask the 
village to support with help that is needed 

Information signs giving historical facts 

Form a local conservation group 

History boards about features in village 

Signboards describing position and history of each of the features 

No further expansion of Bliss school. Inform and educate villagers/school children 
regarding historic features 

Info plaques place in areas of interest 

No future developments to be permitted within 100m of the canal throughout the parish 

History boards and signage 

More access 

By the village not getting too big 

Get primary school children and staff interested 

Protect the green 

If they're not already listed buildings they should be, general wear and tear, fixed straight 
away 

Ongoing maintenance 

They should be listed buildings 

Would it be feasible to have a conversation group to co-ordinate the work across the 
different areas 

They should be excluded from development e.g. villa sites should have a heritage audit of 
the historic features in order to inform future development plans and a proactive planning 
stance to protect them 

Preserve - maintain 

The Road through the green should be purely for access to houses. The village hall and 
Baptist Church - not a rat run for easy access through the village. 

Within the Church grounds and northern boundary wall require maintenance 

1. Better maintenance of the Church, especially the grounds. 2. Removal of modern 
features (kerbs lighting) and replacement with more appropriate artefact in the 
conservation area. 3. Few people know about the railway line - could we reopen as a 
narrow-gauge attraction? 

There is no need for conservation areas, birds have wings and can fly to open countryside 
or woods etc 

More awareness - info boards on the green? 

Protect as community assets 
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Get more families & children interested 

 

Please note that some comments such as ‘?’ or ‘Not sure’ have been omitted 

 

Appendix O: The Village Hall is a great asset for Nether Heyford.  As part of the village's 

heritage, are there improvements that could be made? 

Not very happy with the village hall. It is used for so many things 

Never used it so can't comment 

I think it is fine as it is 

To me it is fine 

It's fine as it is 

We are extremely lucky in our village hall and can't really see how any improvements are 
needed 

No 

Rebuild it, 2 storey, with parking. Purchase land at rear of existing building and push new 
building back, giving more parking space 

Marked out parking bays and no parking zones 

None I can think of 

Whilst it is the biggest/great asset, it is not inclusive or flexible in its use, pricing and it's 
limited 

To be regularly maintained 

More inclusive sessions; all appear exclusive i.e. Tea & talk on a volunteer basis 

Folk music/dance events 

Make it more affordable for residents 

It is out of keeping with the conservation buildings. It looks like a cheap scout hut 

Too small for size of population - second storey 

Village Hall/Baptist Church and school room could be amalgamated i.e. demolished and 
replaced with community centre housing the church / meeting rooms / health and 
community facilities etc 

Knock it down, sell it for housing and build combined community centre 

Lower hiring costs for villages 

Yes, knock it down and give us a modern, light and airy as per Bugbrooke, Astcote, 
Eastcote etc 

It’s just a big shed. Make lots of little sheds for villagers and start again 

Reduce the rent; it's unaffordable for many in the community to use. Operate a bar. Run 
more clubs and activities from it 

Improved car parking 

Need street lighting between village hall and children’s play area 

Needs to be modernised and maintained and retained 

Relocate to sports field 

No - other than additional car parking to village hall 



48 
 

Adopt a more historic theme. Display pictures/paintings that capture history and 
importance of village hall 

Covered seating area to rear (no smoking). Resurface car park. Wi-Fi connection 

Parking and letting 

Cheaper to rent, more people are going elsewhere now 

It should be used more. Such a shame the pre-school had to move out simply because the 
hall wouldn't allow the walls to be used for displays. Our village hall doesn't feel like a 
community centre, unlike some other village halls 

The exterior could be improved to be in keeping with the surrounding area 

Keep it well maintained and up to date to attract groups to use it 

Perfectly adequate 

Disabled space and white lining 

Yes - needs vastly improving. Rebuild as 2 storey with facilities above. Incorporate a 
purpose built preschool. It is only used by the few and mis-managed by those who are on 
the committee 

Needs to be refurbished and upgraded to better reflect the spirit of the village and more 
policing 

Needs dedicated funding support 

It could be turned into a functional community centre (see Bugbrooke) 

Wi-Fi connectivity. Make more use of committee room 

Make more distinct to represent the nature of the village 

The village hall is a result of a continued help of village hall management and those of past 
and present villages and to raise funds and grants for updating of the premises. Offers of 
help and ideas have always received consideration 

Just parking 

Rental is quite high - probably get more community use (+ this cohesion if rates were 
lower) 

It's only an asset to those who are allowed access to it!!!! Negotiations need to take place 
to enable access for all, and for the car park to be of benefit during day time. See 5.3, 6.3 
and 6.4 above. Pensioners control access 

Rebuild 

Hire fees should be lower 

Make it look more aesthetically pleasing 

Convert existing flat roof to match ends 

Cheaper rent per hour. Expensive compared to other village halls - some free for village 
residents - I use other places for children’s parties because of this 

Not many people can afford to use the village hall - the fees are too high 

Rebuild in brick - possibly two storey to extend 

Make it more affordable to rent 

Increased use/lettings/groups 

General refurbishment 

No, it serves the village well 

Better outside 'private' space 

It is a very good hall and we have been pleased with it for our events 

Reduce access costs to maximise % of time in use 
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Committee have done a great job over the years improving village hall 

Put the car park under canopy 

Village hall surrounding area could be more utilised by making the area into a car park 

As above, bring in tourists to village they spend money in the centre 

This facility is being improved continually by a management committee 

More parking. Better use of back area 

Tea available all day when no events on 

This is expensive to use - making it a more affordable, flexible resource for villagers would 
be useful 

It does not need much improvement 

General revamp 

Fine as it is 

Integrated pa system 

Maybe removing the stone walls at either end of the car park. Increase parking area, and 
outline parking bay positions 

None except for a complete rebuild with a much higher roof/ceiling to allow badminton to 
be played, a bigger, better stage and high insulation and solar energy generation 

Make it more accessible to all by reducing the rental costs 

Marked bays in car park would allow later parking and more cars parked 

Car parking 

Maybe an extension to meeting room/committee room 

More parking 

Yes, too expensive! Not used enough as I’ve heard young people cannot hire it for their 
parties etc. Dirty and old looking inside 

Put in a 2nd Storey 

Outside flora and fauna to soften look 

They could actually use it, far too expensive - could use it for yoga, Zumba, craft club etc 

In time replace the wooden structure by brick and raise the height. Then possible to install 
solar panels 

Cannot think of any - improved not long ago 

Access is not easy for wheelchair users when car park full 

Improve state and look of car park 

Consider building a community centre on the playing fields (as per Bugbrooke) and sell 
existing site for housing 

Parking 

 

Please note that some comments such as ‘I don’t know’ or ‘I’m not sure’ have not been included 
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Appendix P: Do you think there are any further shops required? If you answered Yes, 

what would they be? 

Chemist, doctors 

Bakery 

General hardware store 

Fish and chip shop - in keeping. Better suited gastro pub 

Craft shops 

Deli/bakery 

Restaurants - Chinese/Indian 

A deli next like there used to be 

Bread/cake shop 

Cheaper shop and more variety 

Community shop for home grown produce etc. Proper coffee and cake shop 

Restaurant/cafe 

Tea and coffee shops, bakery, independently run store 

Coffee shop, flower and plant shop 

Not sure but one stop is expensive 

One stop shop area with dog groomer, beautician, vets, dentist, florist, gift shop, cake 
shop, all the things people leave the village for 

General essentials. DIY. Clothing. Keep post office. Better banking. Cash point 

Coffee/tea shop 

Fruit and veg shops, newsagents, post office 

Bakery, fresh farm (local) produce. Business supply services (printing etc.) 

Fish and chip shop, cafe 

Bakery, fish & chip shop 

Bakery/florist/garden supplies 

Gift shop or bakery 

Patisserie 

A bakery, a cafe, a deli, a newsagent (who delivers) 

Bakers, greengrocer 

Green grocers 

Takeaway/restaurant/bakery 

Tea room/coffee shop/bakery (but would it be viable) 

Coffee shop/cake shop 

Cafe 

It would be nice to have a small market or even just a fruit and veg stall once a week 

Local run post office/shop. I for one would support local trade rather than one stop! 

Bakery. No other shops though! 

Cafe, patisserie, fresh bread 

Coffee/cake/bakery. Greengrocer. Chemist 

Patisserie and florist 
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Bakery/beautician 

Bakery 

Chemist/clothes shop 

Bakery 

Fish and chips takeaway - pharmacy/dental/doctor surgery 

Grocers - fresh fruit and veg. Specialist. Bakery. Chemist 

Small independent take away? 

Bakery 

Near to village centre as possible 

A coffee shop 

Fish and chips / Wet fish / Bakery / Chemist 

Patisserie 

Local farm produce shop to support local farmers/businesses 

Bakers, fishmonger, green grocer 

Coffee shop 

Bring back the patisserie. No other shops needed. 

 

Appendix Q: If you answered Yes to previous question (Would you be supportive of 

developing a wildlife reserve in the Parish?), do you have any thoughts on where it might 

be? 

Unsure of where this could be but a great idea for all ages to be involved 

Around Dennett’s fisheries. There is already a very rich variety of mammals, birds, reptiles 
here. 

Crow Lane 

Along the brook or canal 

Around the fishery and Mill Lane 

Near the playing fields 

With limitations because of age (71) and arthritic problems but could help - have 
knowledge of wild plants etc. Don't know enough of the habitants due to walking problems 

The field near the river on the right-hand side coming into village from Upper Heyford 

Near playing fields 

Bliss School own land to the rear of Weedon Road and adjacent to the memorial green. 
Swap for parking space near school!! 

Between Weedon Road & canal after Bliss Close. Top of Furnace Lane after houses to the 
canal 

Part of Bliss School 

Near canal 

By the canal - Weedon Road. As long as a package in place for maintenance 

River side 

Along the river Nene near bridge to Upper Heyford 

Either side of the bridge along by the river. The fields backing onto the river could be 
incorporated into a wildlife reserve 
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A long river bank 

Behind Bliss Close? Already see foxes, birds of prey etc 

By river bottom. Upper Heyford hill 

More mixed hedgerows and dedicated areas (ponds etc.) which are kept dog free. Maybe 
have bird hides and special events by experts 

Flood plain between Heyford (along Nene) 

Bliss field to start with! 

On flood plain near mill. Between mill and playing fields 

Near river 

Along towpath, through fields down to Weedon Road 

Wherever they want to build houses 

Conservation area 

The spinney at the back of Winston Close and the cemetery and churchyard 

Could this be part of the green which due to its position is almost self-policed 

The whole parish area 

Obvious site is the wild flower meadow (flood plain field) or fisheries area. 

By the playing field 

Along river, include sports grounds as a joint venture between NH and Bugbrooke 

Conservation area. Meadows: alongside the River Nene. Use of unwanted allotments 
(orchard?) 

No, being disabled I have no access to local footpaths and fields 

Fantastic idea, not sure where though. 

Behind Manor Path 

By the canal 

Flood plains - also keep the pathways clear when walking dogs near the 'beach' 

Fields between Heyford & Bugbrooke by Nene and/or between Heyford and Flore (also by 
the river) 

The land bounded by Furnace Lane and the Luddle Brook 

The field opposite Weedon Road, next to the canal or land close to the fishery or in the 
existing conservation area (owned by the school) 

In the water meadow towards the mill 

Along the river bank, close to the riverside path 

Close to the Nene 

To the north of Church Lane/Manor Park 

By the river and the canal 

Near the river between coach bridge and fisheries. Alongside of brook behind Wakefield 
Way. 

Not much available with potential. Land between allotments and river with maybe a pool 
and plantings 

River Nene 

We already have 2 locations and may be our own Nene river could be improved. 

Top of Furnace Lane 

Crow Lane 
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Down near the mill 

Any of the green spaces, especially: * adjacent to the playing fields *between Heyford 
Church and Flore *waterways and canal and river 

In field owned by Bliss School 

Linked to canal? Area behind Manor Park 

Next to where the ponies are kept up the alleyway opposite the butchers on the left-hand 
side or in the land behind the youth club garden 

Adjacent to the playing fields (Bugbrooke side) 

By the fishery and river 

Land along river 

Adjacent to sports field 

Crow Lane by the river 

Weedon Road, near fishery, river, countryside 

Area alongside Wakefield Way. Rice's paddock/behind Church Lane. Area between 
Church Street and memorial green - where footpath cuts through the rear of houses etc. 

Flower meadow 

Down by the river 

Would be great anywhere suitable 

In woodland behind Furnace Lane bounded by Ridgeway Furlong and Winston close 

Allotment space not currently used 

Near river 

In the wild meadows behind Manor Park 

Pocket park - wild flower area etc. 

Near to the canal, perhaps on Weedon Road 

By the river (back of Manor park) 

Near to Bliss School 

By canal 

You should have included a map!! Not easy to indicate without one! 

Down by the River Nene 

Somewhere near the river 

School land off Church Street, round jitty 

In the area of 'waste' land between the river bridge and the old lane to Upper Heyford 

On outskirts of village 

In grounds owned by school in jitty connecting Church Street to opposite Church entrance 

The copse at the end of Roberts Close/Ridgeway Furlong. Create a wildlife buffer zone 
within 100m from the canal along its course throughout the parish 

Fields adjoining the village. Adjacent to canal and river 

In the vicinity of the fishery 

Swift nest boxes in new buildings. Pocket park (including ponds) 

By the river 

By the fishery 

Near the river 
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No idea - river based? 

Down by the river (life meadow between the river and Flore) is this actually happening 

On the Nene Way towards Heygates 

Maybe near the fisheries 

Somewhere along the river - bottom of playing field 

In arable land by the river 

Field on l/s Weedon Road with access to canal 

Along the River Nene 

Along the brook, parallel to Furnace Lane 

Denbrook land 

Near the meadow 

Where the gravel pits are going to be 

In the field behind Rolfe Crescent, The Peak and Hillside Crescent 

 

Please note that some comments such as ‘No’ or ‘I’m not sure’ have not been included 

 

Appendix R: At the Open Day, people raised street lighting as a talking point. If there's 

not enough street lighting or it’s not bright enough, where would you like to see more? 

Around the green near the bungalows 

Not bright enough on Watery Lane and other main roads. If the village will be expanding 
this maybe more important for security purposes 

Weedon Road going towards the green, very dark crossing road from Bliss Close 

Many street lights are not used making walking around the village frightening for women 
and children and unsafe for the elderly. Switch the lights on 

Watery Lane and footpaths around the Green 

Throughout the village in general 

Near the Green 

Furnace Lane 

Middle of the Green - road in the middle 

More lighting around the Green. To and from the shop and past the school 

More street lighting 

There are several 'dark spots' in the village and could be dangerous for pedestrians etc. 
during the winter months. More at junctions where dark spots occur 

Replace outdated street lights with modern led. Particularly in Furnace Lane 

Furnace Lane 

Furnace Lane, Church Lane and Weedon Road 

Yes - around the Green 

Light required in the area of the Green/The Pound 

It's ok by me 

Church Street 

Completely agree, The Green, Watery Lane, Middle Street, Furnace Lane, Weedon Road 
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Middle Street 

No more needed to our knowledge 

Sufficient already 

Between the shop and school. Across the Green 

Along Weedon Road towards village green 

Happy with what we have 

None - adequate 

Around village green 

As you walk down Roberts Field to Ridgeway Furlong. More at bottom of Furnace Lane 
(near Hillside Road turning) 

Turn them on to start with 

Lighting around the play area, to try to stop vandals! 

Along Weedon Road up to the fishery 

Around The Green 

The walk way to and from Church Street and Parsons Close 

At the 'gap' between Winston Close and Roberts Field. Also, lighting should be the new 
LED style. 

Hillside Crescent 

Furnace Lane 

Wear a head torch, carry a torch, use mobile phone 

Top of Church Lane by the shop 

All over the village - it's very dark. Roads leading out of the village towards motorway 

Any additional lighting would need to be subtle 

Furnace Lane (top end) 

Improve lighting to school area and village hall area, Furnace Lane canal and rail bridge 
area 

We are flooded with too much light. Keep things as they are in Heyford 

More lighting around the central hub around the green, shops and pubs 

Furnace Lane 

Everywhere 

Possibly around The Green for dog walks late at night 

I like the dimmer lighting actually 

Weedon Road, play area, outside the shop towards Church Street 

Around by the one stop shop 

Around The Green 

It's ok! 

Not an issue 

By the Manor 

I think the existing is adequate 

Yes, at any point that is dark 

Additional lighting where Close Road meets the pound 

Furnace Lane 
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Wherever deemed necessary - your parish council would welcome a repost and talks 

More brighter streets - especially Middle Street and Watery Lane 

Outside the front of Bliss School 

Adequate in most areas. We understand Wakefield Way is dark however 

Everywhere! 

I think it's bright enough 

Furnace Lane 

All through the village 

Watery Lane 

Just maintain what we have in working order 

The Green, Hillside Road, Furnace Lane 

Between Manor Park and Manor Walk 

Feel street lighting is adequate 

Everyone feels unsafe walking in the dark 

Everywhere 

Across Green on small roads 

It's quite adequate for my needs 

Hillside Crescent 

Street lighting is perfect. No more is needed 

Around the Green 

Street lighting is currently ok 

I think too much street lighting could be out of keeping with a village. Best thought would 
be to replace with brighter low energy lights 

Around The Green and up the jitty 

Furnace Lane up to Wickes 

Middle Street 

Along the green on Weedon Road, not bright enough 

Principal roads 

Furnace Lane by the shop and by the green 

Furnace Lane not very well lit especially down towards The Green 

More generally 

Furnace Lane, Weedon Road 

We have no problem with street lighting 

Where it was back in 1995 

Enough lighting if maintained properly. Cleaning and removal of ivy etc 

Hillside Crescent, Hillside Road, village hall car park 

Furnace Lane 

More street lamps needed on Furnace Lane - very dark between Roberts Field and Ivy 
Cottage 

Street lighting is a definite issue in the winter particularly - need brighter street lights and 
maybe 1 or 2 additional in particular at street junctions 

Along Close Road, village green end 
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I feel the lighting is ok 

Generally, throughout the village 

Up Weedon Road - gaps. Up Church Road - gaps 

Existing adequate if used at normal setting 

I want less lighting. I live in a village, not a city. We should preserve our dark skies 

Better lighting in centre of village 

No - there is sufficient for a country village 

Street lighting is adequate, but could be modernised to direct down maybe with led lights 

Definitely need brighter street lights and more of them, particularly in main thoroughfare 
through the village 

All residential areas of the village 

More street lighting in Furnace Lane area just before coming to top of Winston Close 

Do not have a problem with existing lighting 

Renew existing old ineffective lights 

Change bulbs to brighter led lamps. Improve lighting to housing areas, centre of village, 
around village hall, all jittys and Manor Walk to Manor Park 

Furnace Lane 

Inadequate throughout village. Increase lighting but turn off at 2.00pm [sic.] 

On the footpaths surrounding the village green 

Furnace Lane 

Watery Lane 

Footpath from The Green to Hillside Crescent 

Along the middle road/path across The Green 

We walk a lot around the village in winter time in the evenings and most streets could do 
with more street lightening 

Furness Lane it's scary walking up and down at night, also the alleyways leading to South 
View 

More and brighter in general. Can be very dark when walking around at night 

Furness Lane, alleyways leading to south view 

Weedon Road and Middle Street 

Bottom of Furnace Lane is very dark - near the turning to Hillside Close and the Pound 

Around The Green, Watery Lane 

There is not enough street lighting. It should be placed on main through routes 

Lighting should be much brighter at all road junctions 

Along Church Street 

Access road to sports field should have lights 

We should undertake a review of street light provision taking into account needs of safety 
and security, and new low light pollution technology 

Along The Green 

Furnace Lane. Conservation area 

Everywhere 

Too much already 

Outside the village green and school 
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Appendix S: Is there anything else you would like the Neighbourhood Plan Group to 

consider? 

Keeping Heyford’s identify by keeping a good physical annexation from Bugbrooke - no 
development closer to Bugbrooke but good footpath links maintained 

There seems to be an attitude of 'what can we get' from future developments from some in 
the village. I strongly feel we should be preserving what we've got. No one has a right to be 
provided with accommodation in the village. It is a quaint rural village not a developing new 
town. The village does not need more shops or offices or social housing blocks. That's for 
the likes of Upton 

School, doctors, Roads etc. before any more new housing 

Living on the Road beside the green (north side - near school) I am concerned at the traffic 
management - speed and heavy vehicles with poor parking management from school 
teacher use in front. Also, boy racers who do not stop at any of the junctions travelling 
between Bugbrooke and Weedon Road 

Industrial development at Wickes site Furness [sic.] Lane. Now a transport hub with 
planned increase of traffic on a large scale. A proper crossing outside one stop to the 
green. Also stop parking around the planters/island 

I know roads are community responsibility but they are poor in some parts of village 

Yes, the preservation of the village green. This was left to the village by Mr. Bliss. The 
terms were no spit to be turned, no buildings on it and not to be fenced off. Their wishes 
should be adhered to! 

This is a village; please do not build flats or commercial buildings as that would be the thin 
edge of the wedge. Any housing built should be for the villagers only, not from overspill 
from Northampton. Do not touch the green especially for parking. Make people park in the 
outskirts, and walk 

1. Many of the public footpath sites are rather high at the first step for children and older 
folk generally. Perhaps something could be done to make them safer. 2. Something to tell 
people approaching the village (who are new to the area) that the main road through the 
village takes priority to the other side roads (particularly near the school - people on the 
main road often wave me on round towards the shops) and it could be dangerous at times 

A doctor’s surgery even on part time basis. A bus shelter that is protective to the user. The 
two in the village are useless. Bugbrooke shelters have sides on them 

I think it is very important to maintain the green spaces around the village. Wildlife to be 
respected and remember that nether Heyford is loved for being a village - it should remain 
so - not turn into a small town - as Bugbrooke is becoming! 

Q8.7 - flooding, existing drains are combined drains. In Furnace Lane this is over capacity. 
I've been flood three times in 10 years with sewer/storm water. No develop should be 
allowed to connect into existing sewers until these are up graded 

Calm down traffic through Heyford. Reduce speed and take measures to ease congestion 
around the school and village green 

Address the Road surfaces with a more long-lasting solution. My car was badly damaged 
due to pot holes last winter. Many thanks 

Priority is for smaller houses for retired people. Not so many large houses. Community 
care homes (site) 

Improvement to our pot holes in roads 

No - we think this survey covered lots of interesting points 

No, I'm a happy resident 

More parking in Church Lane for people who visit. Half of residents don't have off road 
parking and sometimes people who have off road spaces park in road. Therefore, street 
parking is getting difficult especially at night for visitors and residents 
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Thank you for all your hard work towards the neighbourhood plan 

It is important for people to abide by the deeds of their properties to keep the 
developments attractive. i.e. no caravans or commercial vans on view. They are an 
eyesore. Litter and dog excrement - fines imposed on offenders. More considerate parking 
on roads and round shop. 

No development on flood plain areas to east and/or west. Areas to south have already 
been rejected as potential housing sites due to run-off. Whole village surface water 
drainage needs updating i.e. old Victorian or substandard 1960's built drainage. Essential 
no overdevelopment so as to maintain village identity. No more overpriced developments 
such as Bliss Close 

Protect our building line and green belts. Make sure developments do not happen on 
Bugbrooke Road or we may merge in time. 

I feel as a village the preschool could benefit from its own building. Also play area for older 
children in the village i.e. zip wire, assault course etc. Trees at the back of youth club and 
houses need maintenance. No parking sign near planters outside shop as you cannot get 
wheelchair/pushchairs down there when people park inconsiderably 

Stop building houses here. Won't be a village soon! 

Current picnic bench outside Baptist chapel, a lovely idea. Could there be more? 

A medical clinic within the village - open maybe 2 or 3 times per week. Also reinstate 
repeat prescription ordering by phone 

The houses they build should be built at a reasonable cost and sold for a small profit and 
this ethos maintained going forward on future sales. 'Affordable housing' is not affordable - 
it's expensive and doesn't give people the opportunity to own their own house 

Keeping the village green as large and beautiful as it is without filling it up with too many 
trees and available for the school to use. It's a big part of our community 

Fix the roads 

Directory of services - including transport options for the village. Undertake a survey of 
types of vehicles passing through the village (lorries, cars, bikes) to see if any restrictions 
are required 

Doctors surgery, maybe looking to extend village hall or rebuild (2 Storey) looking to 
incorporate nearby land or facilities to perhaps co-operate with this, to provide a number of 
community things to go in centre of village e.g. preschool, mums, tots 

Control of speeding vehicles entering village (Furnace Lane) from A5 i.e. speed traps etc. 

Some of the questions were difficult to understand (poorly worded) e.g. 1.7 - does this refer 
to now or in the future. 6.2 - I think this means change that have already happened - my 
friend thinks it means what do we want. 3.8 - two opposing points in the question. 3.10 if 
off street parking is the point. What has car port or garage got to do with it. I know the 
group have worked really hard on this - you have been badly let down by the questionnaire 
compiler who no doubt was paid. 

We live at **. At the back of our house there could be room for 4 cars (these would be for 
** and ** Furnace Lane) to alleviate the buildup on Furnace Lane. It would also help 
houses further down as blind spots occur. This could get 4 cars off the road in Furnace 
Lane? This is just a thought 

Traffic problems already. Village used as a cut through as evidenced by recurring pot hole 
problems in Middle Street and Watery Lane. Therefore - no large-scale development 

No parking on pavements, forcing pedestrians into road (Church St). No parking adjacent 
to traffic calming in Middle Street, outside school house. 

Instead of the bus route being Middle Street, why not use Watery Lane. This would ease 
the difficulty the buses experience of the Middle Street Weedon Road junction 

Availability of primary school places in relation to the projected population of the village 
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Complete review of the traffic calming scheme - adding 2 yellow lines to approaches to 
junctions, particularly bottom of Middle Street. Reduce speed limit along Weedon Road to 
30mph 

A right of way sign on the Road from nether Heyford to the A45 junction where the Road 
narrows by the houses as only one car can pass 

Traffic lights at upper Heyford 

Street lighting - are there not solar panels that can be used to store power for their use? 
Do not start to cut into the green for parking 

Any development should be sympathetic to existing village character and should 
concentrate on in-fill first 

Yes, have the culvert that run under the road and down past the war memorial, Church 
Street, Manor Walk and under the Manor and out at Manor Park every 5 years 

Encouraging local people to walk to shops and school/preschool not using car to fetch 
paper etc 

Develop a natural heritage conservation strategy in conjunction with wildlife trust and other 
stake holders 

Re: 5.2 are people not aware that several hundred years ago a man named Bliss gave 
money for the school to be built and also for land for the village green on the 
understanding that no spade be used at all on the village green. Also, the land where the 
children’s play area is would be a disaster waiting to happen if some of this would be used 
for parking. Surely all these parked cars are not belonging to the school teachers. Go to 
the root of the matter and find out who's parking there all day and why 

I found it very difficult to answer loaded questions and do these questions relate to cost (for 
some). The yearly rates would rise alarmingly! 

Shut off Furnace Lane and stop it being a rat run cut through 

Due to excess parking along Bugbrooke/Weedon Road through the village, grass verges in 
front of houses facing the green are being ruined by vehicles having to pull over to allow 
moving cars through. It is imperative to find suitable parking area on edge of village with 
suitable pathways to access village center 

*Improved safety of existing and future y junction at upper Heyford. No right turn from the 
left fork when exiting nether Heyford. This will remain dangerous in the new layout. * 
Preservation of the village green. No encroachment. *better mobile phone coverage across 
the village. *better Wi-Fi for the village across the whole village *report a survey every 5 
years, with plans to action forward plans *how to improve engagement and information 
between parishioners to build on the good work of the neighbourhood plan group for the 
future *stronger negotiation with bodies who influence the village than in the past *the 
influences that the revisions to the A45 at Upper Heyford will have upon our villages - 
these could have huge implications for our peaceful community 

Extending double yellow lines outside the school 

It is very important that existing shops and facilities are maintained and are financially 
viable in the village, and therefore it is important to make sure there are enough people to 
support them, so it is necessary to build some more houses 

I have children who may eventually want to return to the village to live, although not in the 
next few years as it would be after their current studies have finished, therefore am keen to 
see affordable housing either to rent or buy but preferably latter. Parking restrictions to 
stop parking on pavements, happens frequently in Furnace Lane and is hazard for 
disabled/young children 

Wish lists are fine but someone has to pay - Nether Heyford parish already has one of the 
highest precepts 

When deciding on affordable housing please consider the ones who earn too much for 
housing association properties. Due to high private rental costs this does not allow us to 
save for a deposit to buy 
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If you don't build houses, the nature and wildlife will take care of itself! 

Something to be done about parking outside one stop and near the bus stops. This would 
mean a new alignment at Furnace Lane/Weedon Road/the green 

As I am disabled I would like to see people not parking on pavements as I have to go on 
the road to get past and also parking across dropped kerbs 

Encourage people of the village to walk their children to school rather than using cars. 
More double yellow lines might help 

The general upkeep of existing pathways and alleyways. More garages to rent 

Again, just keeping new developments small i.e. small houses that are affordable for young 
people and the elderly 

1. Sort out junction of the green/Furnace Lane also. 2. Provisions of a proper 
"deceleration" Lane on A5 for traffic turning into Furnace Lane when approaching from 
north. Also wide entrance to Furnace Lane as difficult to enter Lane when suddenly 
confronted with vehicle coming up Lane that tends to join A5 

We have only just moved to the area and part of the appeal of the area was the village feel 
and surrounding countryside. It would be a real shame to lose that 

Continued support/groups for new mums/mums to be. When building, try to vary the type 
of houses without forcing them in together. On new estates like Bliss Close, you could 
essentially be anywhere, which puts off buying in such a development 

Reiterate that our playing fields are badly let down by a very poor clubhouse and changing 
facility. Before we extend services, we should ensure existing facilities are adequate 

Street lighting has decreased the appeal of the village over the years e.g. by removing it. 
There are not many fish in the river anymore. There should be a place where young adults 
can try camping - used to be Rice's paddock in my day 

See 3.6 and also sell youth club for housing and again have a large community center on 
the playing fields for all areas like Weedon and Bugbrooke. A small swimming pool would 
be nice too! Encourage private house swaps. We are a family of 5 living in a 3-bed semi, 
the next step is 4 bed, there are none under 400k - half a million which come up in the 
village, there are some I know that live on their own in 5 bed houses! We need affordable 
less than market price 4 bed homes 

Consideration given to some restrictions in parking on the streets. One often has to drive 
for long stretches on the 'wrong' side of the road or has one’s progress around tight 
corners hampered by parked cars and vans! 

I would like to see secure, sheltered accommodation for the elderly. At present they have 
to move away from the village for this, leaving friends and people they have known, which 
can be dis-orientating and upsetting 

Double lines outside school house. Accident waiting to happen 

Traffic calming and parking in the village. Bad areas are near the shop and Furnace Lane. 
Events at the youth club building are bad - no parking in that area 

Affordable housing - not just initially for the villagers but when available to re-let - to be 
advertised in the village so locals have priority. Currently the housing associations use 
their waiting lists and villagers are not aware of the property in the village becoming 
available 

See 2.6. There are older people living alone in large - family sized houses - often with large 
gardens. It would be better if they had more smaller homes, more easily maintained - then 
their large homes would be available to families - thus ensuring the future of the village 

Bearing in mind that nether Heyford is a village, keep any enforceable housing 
development to an absolute minimum 

Preserve the village green! If we allow some to be taken for car parking, what is to stop 
other developments? It would completely undermine the conservation area. I would be 
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strongly against any development on the green and would campaign against it. I'm 
annoyed that it has even been suggested 

Not sure what a community orchard is. From experience, people won't generally pick fruit 
for themselves, but will accept it if already in bags! 

If numbers increase in Heyford over the coming years we could need a new primary 
school. If this happened, suitable parking for staff and parents should be a priority 

We feel that the grand union canal is one of the most important heritage assets within the 
parish and should be protected by creating a 100m buffer zone in which no development is 
to be permitted 

Policing of cars parked on pavements! 

Cars are often parked by the drop kerbs and island near the one stop blocking the crossing 
for pedestrians able and disabled. If white lines were painted on the road between the 
dropped kerbs (zebra crossing) it would be safer for all 

Maybe a few CCTV around the village 

Just to say, we appreciate the effort you are making to look after our village 

Canal path being wheelchair friendly would be amazing my mum is in a chair and cannot 
access it she would love to be able to get along the canal again! 

Consideration how to deal with anti-social behaviour in particular owners of dogs who allow 
them to bark constantly 

Pot holes. Yellow lines around the shop planters for wheelchair access and in front of kerb 
drops by the shops. Making the canal path flat and wheelchair friendly would really benefit 
myself and family 

I would like to see yellow lines extended round the school up to the school house and the 
road across the middle of the green made into a path 

The most dangerous junction in the village is the intersection of Middle Street and the 
green. Traffic coming from the Bugbrooke direction drives across this junction without 
reducing speed and most drivers don't seem to look right to check traffic along Middle 
Street. Also, vehicles often park on the section between the Middle Street construction and 
the junction causing traffic to be on the right approaching the junction. At present it is all 
badly planned, extra traffic from new housing will make it even worse 

Alternative provision to Northampton General Hospital for things like blood tests i.e. 
Daventry hospital - no parking charges and on a bus route or a communal day place to 
cover Weedon / Bugbrooke surgeries 

Improvement to the roads and yellow lines on green and around school, school traffic 
encourages to park at playing fields 

A good way to provide homes for our elderly residents is to build a sheltered 
accommodation type bungalow accommodation. That will then free up some family homes 
i.e. If an elderly person has been in a 3 or 4 bed but are now on their own or with a partner 
- they could sell their house, stay in the village in a bought sheltered bungalow that frees 
up houses for other community members to buy and move into with their family. It would 
also create a few care jobs in the village for those residents that want extra help at home 

Sports club facilities, defibrillators in phone boxes, bus shelters for school children. Greater 
use of green for fund raising 

There should definitely be double yellow lines alongside school at top of Middle Street. 
Parking there causes endless obstruction and difficulty at school times. Accident waiting to 
happen 

Before any further developments in or around the village all the infrastructure must be 
upgraded. That includes Roads, power, gas and drainage 

Better routing of lorries away from village center 

1. Future development of Bliss School given that it has outgrown its current site. 2. 
Provision of a health center in the village. 3 investing any development gain in resurfacing 
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Roads and pavement. 4. Looking at income generating opportunities for the village e.g. 
solar & wind 

The roads need to be repaired. The river needs dredging. The environment agency does 
no manual work and they are a complete waste - all they do is talk and hire subcontractors 
to do work, which does not work i.e. the pond in Bliss Close. The pond remains empty 
even after a heavy rain, but cost of maintenance must be high (the mowing of the weeds). 
Denbrook needs to be piped. Thank you 

Maintenance of the roads in and around the village should be prioritised. They are already 
in a very poor state, a situation that will only worsen with population increase and other 
developments. Appreciate this should be a wider council issue, but personally the plan will 
coordinate with the council 

Potholes/Road surface 

Not for profit self-build 

 

 

 

 

Nether Heyford from the Air 
 

http://netherheyfordneighbourhoodplan.org.uk/page33.html 

 

Nether Heyford Conservation Area Appraisal 
 

http://netherheyfordneighbourhoodplan.org.uk/SNC%20Conservation%20Area%20Appraisal

.pdf 

http://netherheyfordneighbourhoodplan.org.uk/page33.html
http://netherheyfordneighbourhoodplan.org.uk/SNC%20Conservation%20Area%20Appraisal.pdf
http://netherheyfordneighbourhoodplan.org.uk/SNC%20Conservation%20Area%20Appraisal.pdf
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Nether Heyford Map 
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Nether Heyford ‘Flood Zone’ Map (South Northants Council) 


